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Miss Nebraska, Miss Colorado, and Miss Missouri featured on the
1962 North Central Region float during the RSROA Championships
: being held for the first time in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Gift of Doug Kuehnel (83.106.94) ' 4 \




Curator's Column

Dear Member,

Happy New Year! The 1997 annual museum
raffle has arrived! This fund raiser helps the museum
with operating expenses for the upcoming year. Itis an
'opportunity for you to help the museum more while giving
you a chance to win some money. Each ticket is a $50
tax-deductible donation. The museum will give away
$10,000 in cash prizes and one winner will win the grand
prize of $5000! The raffle will take place at the Roller

Skating Association's convention in Las Vegas, Nevada

on May 14, 1997. This year's raffle tickets will have a
new contest. In year's past, the museum Board of Trustees

and Honorary Trustees were the only ticket sellers, but

this year, if anyone else would like to help sell tickets--it
would be great! The person or persons who sells the most
tickets will be given an award and be recognized in the
newsletter. So, help the museum educate, collect, research,
and preserve for the next century by buying a museum
raffle ticket! Please check page 7 to buy your 1997
museum raffle ticket. :

Also newsworthy, the museum now has an internet
site on the World Wide Web. The United States Amateur
Confederation of Roller Skating has helped the museum
acquire a web page and the address can be reached by
connecting to: http://www.usacrs.com/museum.htm.
Explore all areas of the site! If you have America On-
Line, find the roller/inline skating area on AOL and you
can find another museum site by using the keyword
Rollerskating. Also, on December 16 at 9 PM Eastern
time on AOL, I will be a guest in a chat session, so please
stop by.

Over the past year, the museum has been included
in a few publications such as Sports Illlustrated (10/21/
196), INLINE (April '96), and SPY (June '96) magazines.
The museum also has columns in Speed Skating Times,
* Rinksider, Roller Skating Business, RIM/Skating News,
and US Roller Skating. 1f you subscribe to any of these
publications, check out the museum's column.

The feature article this month features Nebraska's
Connection to roller skating. The first roller skating
championships in Lincoln were held in 1962 and soon
thereafter the Roller Skating Rink Operators Association
of America (RSROA) moved there from Michigan. Learn
more about the move and the how the museum was founded
in this month's article.

Every year the museum recognizes its members
in at least one issue of our newsletter. Over the past year,
the newsletter has recognized those who have renewed and
joined. Beginning on page 5.is a list of museum members.

-I thank you for your support of the museum and I hope

everyone renews as the upcoming year should be filled of
worthwhile events including the museum's traveling exhibit
at the San Francisco International Airport & Museum next
summer, the revised edition of James Turner's History of
Roller Skating, and new exhibits in the museum on Inez
Van Horn, Skate Cases, New Donations, and Nebraska's
Connection to Roller Skating.

. Ihope you enjoy the newsletter and best w1shes
for a Cool Yule and a Fabulous First!

M5l

Michael Zaidm 6 Director & Curator
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One of ‘the new exhibits
currently being designed is
“Nebraska’s Connection to
Roller Skating.”  When
visitors come into the
museum, most seem to ask
how Lincoln became the
roller skating capital and how
roller skating got to Lincoln,
Nebraska. » :

The Roller Skating Rink
Operators  Association
" (RSROA) was looking for
sites to host ‘their
championships, and Lincoln
held many opportunities for
them. In 1958, Pershing
Municipal Auditorium was
brand new and was available
for summer competitions.
The U. S. Marine Corps color party on the floor at the opening ceremonies at the 1962 United States The city of Lincoln

Amateur Roller Skating Championships, Pershing Municipal Auditorium, Lincoln, NE. : purchased a $11,000
Gift of Richard Young (84.38.1) iy collapsible roller skating floor

to entice the RSROA to come

to Lincoln and host their American Amateur Roller Skating Championships.

Once the floor was laid, the competitors of the 1962
championships arrived. 1400 athletes arrived in late July for the
eight days and seven nights of championship action. Not only
were there roller skating competitions, but there was also a
parade through downtown, a skate queen contest, a roller
skating production show, and Nebraska Governor, Frank B.

~ Morrison proclaimed the week of July 28-August 4 as “Nebraska
Roller Skating Week.” After the championships, this roller
skating group would be back again as Lincoln was chosen as
the 1963 regional qualifying site:

The parade was a huge success as was the roller
skating championships. Frank Cahill, RSROA field
representative, said after the parade that it “was just great .
thanks Lincoln.” The overall consensus from the RSROA board‘

_ applauded, it “was wonderful and tremendous cooperation.”
Seth Scott, operator of Lincoln’s Arena Skating Center, also
thought the parade and championships was a great success.

/ With such praise, Lincoln received a vote of
confidence from the RSROA board of control by agreeing
to hold the 1965 championships-here again. Not only did
the RSROA vote to have the 1965 championships here, but _ The 1962 RSROA Roller Hockey Champions,
Lincoln has since hosted 16 championship events. e gff’t"(','f;ﬁ";ﬁsf(fr:"(;z"fggcfégm'
Additionally, Lincoln has hosted the North Central Region g
championships every year since then.




After the championships success,
Lincoln supporters enticed the RSROA to
move from Michigan to Nebraska, after 31
years in Detroit. On December 2, 1968, the
RSROA openeda new building in Lincoln,
and appeared to have more room and
potential to guide roller skating into the next

~decade. The move also put the association
offices in a more centralized geographical
location within the United States.

The first major change after the move |

- included the merger of two skating
Original RSROA Headqudrters building in Lincoln, NE. federations', the Un.ite.d States Amateur
Giftof the R.S.R.0.A (83.1.47) it Roller Skating Association (USARSA) and-
: the United States Federation of Amateur
: Roller Skating (USFARS) in September of
- 1971. Asaresultof this merger, roller skatlng was able to present a united front in its effort toward Pan Am and Olympic participation.

The second change occurred in August of 1973, when the RSROA separated itself from competitive roller skating, and
the United States Amateur Confederation of Roller Skating (USAC) was formed [USAC added RS later in a copyright law
infringement with United States Auto Club). USAC assumed all responsibilities for competitive roller skating while the RSROA
concentrated its efforts on becoming a constructive trade association for rink operators. -

On October 27, 1980, Bert Anselmi, Bob Bollinger, Marvin Facher , George Pickard, and Dick Young srgned the articles of
incorporation for the National Museum of Roller Skating. The mission of the museum stated toobtain items of lasting interest or
value relating to roller skating; to care for and display these items in an institution open to the general public; to sponsor and carry
on activities that foster a better understanding of the history and development of roller skating; and to'receive, invest, and
manage glfts grants, and bequests for any or all of these purposes. :

The museum was born and the floodgates were open for all roller skatmg memorabilia. The museum received initial
collections from C. W. Lowe, Jesse Bell, J ames Tumer Victor Brown and Chester Fried, to name a few. The initial desrgn of the -
museumincluded moveable glass
cases with about a 50 x 70 square
feet of exhibit space. The first
location of ‘the museum was
inside the joint RSROA/USAC
office. The second location and x
its present location is shared - : J ¥
with USAC/RS. ‘ - ; SROLLER SKATING mmﬁr{mr % 955 ROLLEK smm

The RSROA and @ SPECTACULAR A’f&‘{!&“ SpE
USAC/RS office split in 1991
when the RSROA decided to
move to Indianapolis, Indiana.
Since Lincoln has been the
headquarters of roller skating
since 1968, the USAC/RS office
made every effort to stay. The
RSROA and USAC/RS had
decided to keep the museum in
~ Lincoln also since USAC/RS will
stil'  be. having their
championships here and the
roller skating public would then
have more access to it.

Now, Lincoln is not
only the capitol of Nebraska, but - il
it is also the capital of roller Pershing Municipal Auditorium float in front of
skating. e : Pershing Municipal Auditorium, 1965.

, Gift of Doug Kuehnel (83.106.97)
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Bruce Boyles
Della Deese
Joan Rice

Adele Kiefer
Sam Nieswizski
Bruce Graham
Tim Hunter
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Linda Lange
Bob Babcock
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' Connie Reed

Pam Warner
Heather Trace
Clifford Nazzaro

Caroline Mirelli

- National Museum of Roller Skating Members
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Thank you for supporting the only museum that collects, preserves;
researches and educates on the history of roller skating.
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Annelle & Bob Anderson
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Rick & Jake Reynolds
Edward Byrnes

Leo Lamay

CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions have been made by the following people:

In Memory of William Naito, Portland, Oregon
Robert Bollinger '~ -
Mr. Naito served on Robert Bollinger's private non-profit
organization to care for the Oaks Park on its Board of Directors.

In Memory of Carl Anglin

. Bonnie Hahn |

Mr. Anglin coached many in dance, figure, and free dance at
the Arena in St. Louis. /

Rollerblade, Inc.

R. C. Sports

Roller Derby Skate Company.
Riedell Shoes, Inc.

Cypress Gardens Ent. Center
Rainbow Fun Emporium
Fantasy’Skate Center
Phoenix Rollersport

Hot Wheels Skating Center
Parkway Skating Center
Skate America R. S. Center
Parkway Skating Center
Roller Sports Australia
Eisenzimmer Skateland Fun
Hyper Corporation

Skate Island

The Golden Skate

Skate Plaze Roller Rink
Strobel's Alpine Ski

Skate Centers of Iowa
William & Dorothy McDonald
George & Dorothy Schwiegert
Thomas & Mary Kay Obert
Joel Aranson/Johnny Jones,Jr.
Peggy Wallace Boucher
Michael & Pat Jacques
Jeanne & Bentley Robison
Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Jack & Honey Burton
Section 2 of the RSA -
Skater's Paradise Artistic Club
Jim & Ruth Digiacobbe
Skating Clubs of Georgia
Edie Plimpton Reynolds
Betty & Mills Lynn

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Poulsen
Mrs. Barbara K. Gallagher
Skaters World Roller Rink
Daniel & Eva Lapossy
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Tony & Sandy Kissing
Marion & Michael Giles
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Roller Dome Skating Rink
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Phyllis Peterson
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Roll-A-Round Rink

“~ Roller Garden

Dick & Ruth Plunkett
Tina & Carlin Kitchin
Helen & Carl Davis
Steve Sweetin
Robert Buchanan
Carol Rosenberg
Jewel Compton

< Gail Kemp :
Robert Gormley




Mr. & Mrs. John Pummill
The Houle Family
TLC Family Skate Center -
Wheel Awhile, Inc.
Rollaire Skate Center
Paul & Gwen McClintic
Rick & Pam Tierney
Circle D Recreation
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Eatontown Roller Rink
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Juli & Artie Lloyd
Art & Jean Denis
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Skateland, Inc.
Juergen & AnnettaBuettner
The Martin Family
Red Bridge Roller Rink
Donna-Linn McLaurin
Gene & Robbie Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bolton
, Virgil & Sue Dooley
Jack & Estelle Edwards
~Sr. Catherine Deubel
The Balsinde Family
. Florence Schuneman
Anne Hodges Pals
Jacqueline Lankowski
Bruce & Carol Schaeffer
Bernadette Williams
Marianne Vezerian
‘Wayne Thompson
Virginia Oetjen-Gerdes
Frances Mary Cooley
Neva Belle Banion
John Eisenzimmer
Stephen Lansom

William Rosowitz

Julia Washam
Donald Myers
Margaret Brooks
Anthony Wipperfurth
Gordon B. Van Roekel |
David Slaughter
‘Kathi Lou' Davis
Robert Arrendondo
Tammy Kettunen
Krystal Ostrowski
Deryk Anthony Jones
Clifford Songer
Kenneth Carlsen
Marjorie Dykeman

" Katherine McDonell
Cecilia Ann Kelley
Ann Huylebroeck
Dorothy Stillwagon

Karla Hammond

Joseph Richardson Michelle Livesay

Adela Lewis

‘Marsha Thompson Judy Graves

Betty Crouther
Lauren Feingold
Steve Yurick

Chris Conner
Tom Moeller
Jeannie Clark

Jeannie Devonshire Judith Bacak

Mildred Neschke
John McHugh
Leonard Brown
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_ Irene Ballard

Natalie Ellis
Evelyn V. Mann
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Norden Gilbert
Delbert Kuehnel
Louis Scrima
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Pearl Borgia
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Billy Cook
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_ Rosellen Bunyan
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- David Booth
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‘David Owen
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Kris Dye :
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~ Curtis Ladd
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Daniel Crawford
Pamela Onges
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Opal Davis
Nellie Boucher
Martha Landgon
Matt Olszewski
Edward Graham

_ Daniel Boyd

Julie Huntoon
Sue Brown
Michael Turner
Robert Alsted
Eileen Simons
Ed Ryan

Jay Woods
Harold Smith

Donald Eastlake

Donna Beck
Beth Corley
Eddie Montalvo
Frances Scott
Judy Breslau

Edward Byrnes
Eddie Herd
Rachel Scheiner
Steven Cameron
Vicki Gerth
Pam Grinstead
Sterling Taylor
Jill Drocea
Alan Bacon
Donnis Davis
Ron Griffin
Paul Sims
Elaine Minch
Bo Phillips
Richard Hawkins
Ronny Kyle
Ellen Patterson
Ruth Schauer
June Bickmeyer
Douglas Breniser
Jay Greeley
Paul Hakim

Mack Harris
Brian Bechter
Terry Dean
Marsha Neary
Marcia Bolton
John Dobler
Bruno Meade
Sonya Beckstrom
Thomas Queret
Mary Burghardt
Meliqa Chan’
Ronald King
James Gantz
Deborah Johnson
Diane Duek
Ralph Marinelli
Marion Wood
Jessica Lehman
Norma Willison
Melinda Russell
Wayne Bowles
Didi McConnell

Barbara Kimmich Dennis Romanczak

Billie Scott
Gail Hallas
Andy Starr
Ernie Ingles
Dennis Huckaby
Arlene Rowland
Roger Pout
Ursula B. Jones
Harlen Hunter
Victor Schmidt
Marje Obrist
Betty-Gray

~Diane Fearn
~ Phyllis Baum

Janina Bacich

‘James Juillerat

Charles Barineau
Marcia Yager
Evelyn Fisher
Charlotte Groves
Gloria Nord
Stephen Gray, Jr.
Bill Sisson

Leon Shapiro
George Pickard
Elizabeth Woods
Kim Cole

Kevin Majeski-
Charles Gahn
Reginald Street
Robert Crayon
James Thomas
Heather Martin
Peter Cappiello
Cynthia Carew
Deborah Marko
Richard Gagnon
Paul Weiss
Albert Percich
Arthur Nodine

Jan Piotrowsky
Michael Fleming
Werner Shonborn
Joey Higby
Louise Scaccio
Mari Fritsche
Kris-Kempton
Jack Hobbs
Roland Lozeau
Linda Williams
Joyce Difederico
Jim Turner
Cathy Wirt

Cliff Gallina
Valerie Hildebrand
Helen Murphy
Barry Bedwell
Linda Simler-
William Steigner
David Greenberg
William Boone

'David Prosperi, Jr.

Jessica Adams
Norman Malone
Heather Freese
Harriet Lee Graham
Michael Willey
Jennifer Lay
Judy Wadas
Joyce Allen
Linda Lester
David Moody
Robert. Falkowitz
Rolf Schade
Marcia Barnat
Violet Franklin
Robert Rudnicki

‘Thomas Murray, Jr.

Eileen Kapinos -
Richard Chaffin

Gary Tolley

Irene Johnson
Gloria Alvernaz
Jennifer Hawbaker
Frank Pavlik

H. Gary Bair
Joseph Wagner

~ Neolia Johnson

Lewis Quintin
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Raffle | Membershiy/

The 1997 Museum Raffle is here! Help the museum | BEcOME A MEMBER OF e
by purchasing a tax-deductible $50 donation to the museum. THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER SKATING
This raffle provides vital unrestricted operating support to 7
the museum. It ensures the fiscal vitality of the National S Heve D Renew

| Mail in this copy/photocopy along with $50
|  (check or VISA/MC with card # and exp. date) to:

| Museum, P. O. Box 6579, Lincoln, NE 68506. OMr. OMris. OMs. OMiss O ____
I_ o Tax deductible up to the amount permitted by law. _I Name

Address

City State ZIP
Phone )

Membership Information

Museum of Roller Skating; thereby enabling the museum Check one:
to acquire artifacts, build exhibits, and produce this o :
B welcHer O Individual/Family  $25 ;
Tickets are sold for $50 each and $10,000 in cash O Donor $50 :
prizes will be given out. 15 winners of $100 each ($1500); | O/ Assaciate Patrop:. . $100
4 winners of $250 each ($1000); 3 winners of $500 each .
($1500); 1 winner of $1000; and 1 Grand Prize winner of QO - Patron ‘ $250
$5000. The drawing will take place on May 14, 1997, at O Benefactor $500
the RSA convention in Las Vegas. Ticket holders need ¢
not be present to win. Additional Contribution $__
B e ol et ch e i b e T Gl Q— Gift Membership $
| NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER SKATING D | Total Enclosed $ \
| : 1997 Raffle Ticket |
Payment Method:

|Puichaser l Q- Check payable to National Museum of Roller Skating
|Address | O VISA Q MasterCard
: City 7 3 Siote 7IP : card number expiration date
IPhOIiC # ( ) I signature

|

I

I

Memberships make wonderful gifts, too!
Gift Membership Form:
OMr. OMrs. OMs. OMiss O
Name
Address _
3 -City ' State —  ZIP
Phone

Thank you for joining!

Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skating
P.O. Box 6579
4730 South Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

Questions, or to order by phone, call (402) 483-7551.

Benefits extend one year from join date. Allow 2 weeks
for processing.

~ Membership includes a subscription to the museum's

Donations will be featured in the next newsletter. newsletter, Historical Roller Skating OVERVIEW, 10% off
: > B : in the Museum Store, 'and a museum membership card.




Another Museum Artlfact

The Henley Roller Skate was invented in 1880 by Mtcajah C. Henley of Richmond, Indiana. Most Henley skates
are easily recognizable by the unusual curved arch of the plate. Mr. Henley made an improvement in the design
“of roller skates by making the tension of the skate cushions adjustable by means of a screw, much like the modern

"Kingbolt." The skate pictured below is from 1883. This skate is also used in the museum's logo.

Gift of Mr. Richard Young (82.2.5)

IS THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER SKATING IN YOUR WILL?
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