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CURATOR’S CORNER

Greetings from the museum. .

¥

Time is running out for all those interested in pur-
~ chasing a raffle ticket. The drawing will be May 12,
at the RSA convention in Las Vegas. Don’t miss this
opportumty to winbig! $5000 goes to the grand prizes:
winner. You need not be present to win and tickets
are only $50. Please send check or money order to the
: Natlonal Museum of Roller Skating.

1994 USAC/RS
Hall of que Selections

: Athletes
Kevin Carroll Gregg Smﬂh and Beth Tucker

Coaches

WOrk cogtiﬁiies onthe new book being published by
- | the museum entitled, "The Evolution of the Roller
Skate: 1819-Present." It will highlight many roller
skate manufacturers, inventors, the hlstory of in- Ime

skates, James L. thpton, and muc more
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The museum has been selected to receive three grants

5 \ : 7 Linda'Clemens

" Paul Hedrlck
Don Homans
- Earl and Inez Van Horn
Jane Wojnarowsky

Distinguished Service
George Apdale, Frank Bartik, Victor J. Brown,
William T. "Pop" Brown, Fred Freeman,
William Gilhart, Robert Irwin,

from the federal government. One is from the Mu-
seum Assessment Program and another is from the
Conservation Assessment Program. The CAP and
MAP grants allow the museum to bring in outside
museum professionals to survey the collection and
will aid the museum in the preservation of the many
items we have in our collection. The third grant is
called a Technical Assistance Grant (or TAG) and will
fund training for the museum staff to help improve

Ed and Elsie Kempf, Fred Martin,
—Joe Nazzaro, Sr., M. M. "Red" Shattuck
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER
SKATING BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

“the care that is given to the photographic collection.
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This issue of the "Overview" features some of the

_ colorful history of roller hockey. I think you'll find
some of the photos that are featured very interesting.

“In addition, the United States Amateur Confedera-

~ ~ tion of Roller Skating announced the new Hall of

/ Fame selections for Coaches, Athletes, and the new

|
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Diétinguished Service category.

~ Scott Wilhite, oy Eop
— Director and Culjator ~+

(&

Bert Anselmi, President, Pontiac, MI

Robert Bollinger, Portland, OR =~ —

Frank Cernik, Omaha, NE

Marvin Facher, Short Hills, NJ i :
Chester Fried, Vice-President, South River, NJ ' ¢
Charlotte Groves, Marysville, WA

Mills Lynn, Charleston WV et

Bruce Pearson, Belleville, IL.

George Pickard, Secretary-Treasurer, meoln NE
Gordon:Van Roekel, Temecula, CA
Charles Wahhg, Newark, DE
Edmund Young, Mayslandmg, N]
Trustees Emeritii:

Michael Brooslin, Spnngﬁeld MA 8
James Turner, Milwaukee, WI &
Honorary Trustees: -

All RSA Chapter Chairmen
Director and Curator:

_Scott Wilhite

Historical Roller Skatin g Overview is the newsletter of

the National Museum of Roller Skating. It is available ‘

only through honorary membership in the museum.

Minimum annual contribution is $15.00. All inquiries,

comments should be sent to the Museum Director,

4730 South St PO. Box 6579, Lincoln, NE 68506.
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"~ ~ -americans~ also §
) played a similar
/.game for many |

% years but it is not

| ago it started. It is

. curved sticks enciry |

N

~ Hockey (without the
rollers) has been
-~ around for approxi-
- mately 4000 years

Thought to be in- |
vented 'in what is |
now Iran; the game :
~“closely resembled
what we would call
field hockey. It is |

- known that native-

_known how long

- possible~that they
were the first to play
fhe game. t

The word hockey'
- \first appeared in
1527.) The first picto- -
rial relﬁresentatlon
- ofl hockey was un--|
earthed in Athens,
Greece The graph-
ics showed several’
_young men with

~ cling a central pair =
» who were holding [
crossed sticks above
X a\ball &

=

Modern hockey was : \
created in England and derlved from Scottlsh
"shinty" and Irish ' 'hurling " In the United States the
. gamestarted in the late 1880s. A National Roller Polo
5 league was created in Dayton Ohio, in 1882. Teams

- were formed in a number of cities such as Dayton,

' Chicago, Louisville, CleveLand Columbus, Pitts-
‘burgh, and Cincinnati. These teams competed
against one another fora number of years but 1nterest

in the sport/waned in the 1890s.- - - L

Accordmg to Roger Pout author of "The Early Years

of English Roller Hockey," an American team visited

‘England to have an exhibition match at the Crystal

- Palace in London, in February of 1900. According to

- T the "Crystal Palace  District Advertlzer" of March 35
1900

] "For the first time in
England the A‘men-
can team of roller

polo players gave

the Crystal Palace on
Monday last, show-
ing the game as it is_
played ‘on the other
side’. From a specta-
tor’s point of view,
the game seems to be
a mixture of shinty
and hockey onroller
skates in a limited
space 100 ft. by 50 ft. .
The players, beyond
deliberately fouling,
can be as rough as
possible, and the fact
that the men are well
protected with pads-
- and paddingisproof -

- of the rough charac-
‘ter of the | game, and -
spectators have

‘nity of seemg some- X
| very good 'scrums’.

Pplenty of opportu-

-their exhibition at —

i Unhke the outdoor/ o

| game' of hockey, as,
| played in England,
4 the Amerlcanxrules :

play,
. ¢ oY B N whilst k1ck1ng is a
k v spec1a1 feature

In the 19205 in N ew York Crty teams like the "Hudson
Dusters" and the "Gophers" played mleagues Many"
other leagues were formed throughout the United
States in the decades that followed. Under the

R.S.R.OA, state, regional, and national champion- - 5

ships were conducted. Current interest/ in roller

- hockey is on the rise w1th the prollferatlon of the

1n—lme skate

“See more photos/on pages 4-5.
I~ \ b £
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Thanks to Roger Pout’s book and Chester 5 rzed for much
of the hzstortcal information provlded here.] %

allow st1cks Zands’ o
Five man roller hockey team with mastcot (C W. Lowe, ]r ), the MtdwestLeague 'mid-air’ o
Champzons, 1931. Photv donated by C.W. Lozi)e, Jr.
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MUSEUM NOTES ' S 5

There have been a number of wonderful donations
made to the museum’s collection in the 'last few
months. Highlighted here are some of those items.
Thank you to all who have aided the museum'in

strengthemng 1ts collectron —

< This unusual skate/ ca11ed the "Gateskate, was do- |

nated by Charlotte:Groves. It is almost a yard long

—and hasa hand held brake much like that of a bicycle.
_ The tires are inflatable up to 60 psi. It;is attached to
the foot by large velcro straps that wrap around a
high top shoe. According to the inventor they are
great for multi-terrain skating.

X Z -~ ;
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Tammy Kettunen, Miss Arizona of 1989, and a com-
- petitor in the Miss America Pageant, donated thege

items which are now on display in the museum.
Included are a trophy, crown, photo, and the outfit
she wore forthe talent competition which was aroller
skating routine. ‘Ms. Kettunen donated the items "in
loving" memory of Mark B1shop, my Afirst skahng
mstructg)r :

Other donations were made by Chester Fried, Beth Davis, Chuck Ra Boin, GeOrge and Telly Fay, George

Pickard, ]oe Nemanich, Phrhp Smalley, and Hilda H. Wlsneskl

Joe Nazzaro, Sr. and Mlke Klecinsky both made donatlons to the museum in memory of Chff Neschke N

who recently passed away &

A

&

S I}ose Martin made a donation to the museum in memqry of Joseph Stokesa,




PATRON MEMORIAL PLAQUE
The number of individuals being added to the Patron
Memorial Plaque continues to grow. Contact the mu-

seum director to have someone’s name placed on the
handsome oak plaque which celebrates individual

contributions to roller skating history. This could _ , ! Roller Skatmg preserve the rich history of our sport by } .

include everyone from rink owners to athletes. A
one-time fee of $250 will place the person on the
memorial which will be displayed permanently at
the National Museum of Roller Skating.

BENEFACTORS: 5
Bert and Lynn Anselmi
/ Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nazzaro -
Robert Bollinger :
- Ann Hoedges Pals
John Eisenzimmer
_PATRONS:
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Facher
. George Pickard «
Mrs. Caroline Mirelli
Harry Ball
Charlotte Groves
Violet Hodges 3
Douglas Breniser =~ ity )
Kim Eisenzimmer
Barbara Shores
Gloria Nord .
Emilie Keith
Charles and Connie Wahlig —

ASSOCIATE PATRONS:

Jenner and Delores Vincent

Robert and Joan LaBriola -

Mr. and Mrs. Al Kish

Jack and Honey Burton

Ronald Letizia
-~ Frederick Tortola

\Skate Express/Skate Depot/ Skate ]unctxon c‘/o Bill Carlson

Pam Mitchell

Bruce and Barbara Pearson e

Robert Hall Plimpton e FR

Thomas Obert ' A .

Paul Sims

Bill and Gladys Kelly ki

Mary A. and John R. Dollar

Susan Maiolo
, Omar and Dolores Dunn

Seth Scott
_"Sam Nieswizski

Marguerite Levenson - -

Mr. and Mrs. J. Nemanich

Dennis Huckaby

L. Barry Knittel

Harry Walker

Robert Campbell

e

A spec1al thank you to the Donor and Ind1v1d-
ual/Family members who are too numerous to men-

~ tion here. : e A
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Be a Part of History

The history of roller skating is fragile. Once it is lost, it :
: may never be regained. Help the National Museum of : :

: joining one of our special membership categories listed & :
below Future roller skaters will thank you. :

: Contributors of $15 or more become Honorary Members :
: of the Museum and receive a Museum ‘membership pin, 3 :
ofﬁmal identification card, the newsletter, and free ad-
mlssmn whenever they visit the Museum.

éD Check or money OPIN s
: order enclosed pay- :
: able to the National O PATCH :
: Museum of Roller O Individual - $15 |
fokang L O Family-$15 /i
miy O Donor - $50
D Paigby Vigi, o5 " O Associate Patron -
= & is5 4108 :

: ) Paid by Master- _ 0 Patron - $250 :

Card O Benefactor - $500 or

A

S

Card Number : i

Slgnature | ) g :

: Exp Date

Please charge my card for 12 monthly payments « of §

: each (min. of $10 per month). g T

: Name__

EAddress =

! City/State/Zip

i

H y L ot
: Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skating
3 4730 South St.

PO.Box 6579

Lincoln, NE 68506

E _ Contributions are tax-deductible up to the
: amount permitted by law.
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- National Museum of Roller Skating
“4730-South Street

P.O. Box 6579. ,
Lincoln, NE 68506-0579° - |
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SRIS L BURKETT JRr
S421 SW 23RD PLACE
GAINESVILLE FL 32607

Five man roller
hockey team
from Houston,
Texas.

Circa 1930.
Photodonated
by C.W. Lowe,
[ R -
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