
 
 

     
   

 
 

Who We Are 
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3 
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and 
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.  
We are committed to the preservation of the history of 
roller skating.  With over 40 display cases, the museum 
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which 
dates back to the first patented skate from 1819. 
 

Curator’s Corner 
 
Museum Receives State Recognition 
 
Heritage Nebraska, a department of the Nebraska 
tourism industry, has recognized the museum as one of 
a handful of recipients of the 2012 Hidden Treasure 
award. 
 
Hidden Treasures’ recognition is awarded annually by 
Heritage Nebraska, the state’s non-profit preservation 
advocacy organization.   
 
The museum received the following certificate from the 
organization.  We are proud that the state recognized 
our museum as a great destination in Nebraska.   
 

 
 
Poster Donation 
The Roller Skating Assocation donated many posters to 
the museum from its campaigns promoting the sport.  
Poster subject stretch from skating as a healthy activity 
to promoting October as National Roller Skating Month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Skater Profile: Harry A. Gilman 

Rink Manager/Speed Skater 
 

 
 

This information can be found in the book from the 
museum store entitled Skaters History on Ice and 

Roller Skating.  For more information like this, consider 
purchasing the book.  Thanks. 

 
Harry Gilman entered the roller skating industry just prior 
to 1905.  He began his skating career at the Coliseum 
Rink in Chicago.  By the next year Gilman won the 
Middle West championship while also managing the 
Wonderland Rink in Indianapolis.  In addition, he finished 
second in the two six-day races there. 
 
His career then took him away from the Midwest.  For 
three years beginning in 1908 Gilman managed the 
Casino Rink of Houston, Texas; while in Texas took the 
championship of the South title from Dusty McLaughlin 
of Austin.  Gilman then moved on to Washington where 
he managed the Fairyland Rink of Bellingham while also 
winning a best-of-three contest with coast champion 
Pete Clark.   
 
Rounding out his career Gilman continued his traveling.  
He toured the continent giving exhibitions in the United 
States and Canada while also accepting challenges.  He 
eventually took a job managing the Rainbow Rink in 
Kansas City, Kansas.  His success at both managing 
and competing helped the skating industry grow. 
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Skate of the Week: 
Mt. Desert Roller Skates 

 

 
 
Donated by Sylvia Haffke for the museum opening in 
1982, these skates by Nuit Company depict the type of 
skates used during the latter portion of the nineteenth 
century.  
     
The Mt. Desert Roller Skate of 1882 possesses many of 
the typical characteristics of roller skates of that day.  
Wooden plates with leather straps attached the skaters 
shoe to the skate.  These parlor skates, as they were 
known, had wooden wheels for indoor skating; keeping 
the wheels secure on the axels were pins.   
 
Many small companies opened during the roller skating 
boom period between 1870 and 1890 to manufacture 
skates.  Most found small success before closing or 
selling to a larger company.  This example of the Mt. 
Desert Roller Skate illustrates one of those companies.     

 
Roller Skating Firsts 

• First roller hockey league formed in Dayton, 
Ohio in 1882, known as National Polo League. 

 
• The first speed skating road race occurred in 

Belgium, covering a distance of over 40 
kilometers in 1910. 

 
• First recorded marriage on roller skates took 

place in Milwaukee, Wisconsin between Hattie 
Baldwin and W. McGrath in 1912. 

 
Rink Profile: 

Rainbow Roller Rink 

 

Library Feature: 
National Roller Skating Guide ‘56 

 

 
 
Each year National Sports Publications of New York 
issued a National Roller Skating Guide for its readers.  
These guides discussed the current climate of the sport 
of roller skating, introduced new rules and regulations, 
informed readers on new skating stories, and listed 
official skating professionals and rinks. 
 
Here is an example of new dress rules announced by 
the RSROA for the 1955 national championships:  
1) No shorts, levis, or overalls. 
2) No bare midriffs. 
3) No skating costumes on street, unless suitably 
 covered. 
 
Thirteen pages are dedicated to listing the many 
professional skating instructors throughout the country.  
Listed alphebetically, these instructors range from new 
teachers to nationally reknowned professionals.  One 
instructor is pictured below: 
 

 



For those wishing to renew their memberships, we 
included the following form.  Thanks in advance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wish List 
1.) Rink Files: The museum seeks to expand its roller 
rink files.  In the archives, the museum houses files upon 
files of individual roller rinks from across the country.  
These files are used for research purposes.  We recently 
helped a gentleman find photos from the Bal-A-Roue 
Rink in Medford, MA from our archives.   
 
The more rinks we have on file, the greater chance we 
have to help those searching for information.  We are 
looking for photos, programs, ticket stubs, newspaper 
articles, and any other primary information about roller 
rinks.   
 
2.) Regional programs:  We need modern issues of all 
regional programs.  For example, we need Great Lakes 
regionals from 2002 through the present but also 1992-
97.  We need Southern regionals from the past five 
years.   
 
The museum’s goal is to have two copies of each issue 
for its permanent archives.  With regionals now over, 
please send copies of your regional programs to the 
museum.  Thanks in advance. 
 
 
 
 

3.) The museum needs items from jam skating.  DVDs, 
skates, programs, t-shirts, magazines, and anything 
associated with the sport are needed for the museum.  
Please contact us to see what you can donate.     

 
Rink Sticker Collection 

The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating 
rink stickers.  Many skating rinks used to produce  
stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for 
skaters to interact with one another, comparing the 
different location in which they skated.  These were even  
traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under 
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded 
in 1948.  Each newsletter, we will feature four different 
rink stickers.  Here are a few examples of the numerous   
stickers in the collection and on display at the National 
Museum of Roller Skating. 
                               

 

 
 
 

Thanks for supporting the museum! 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Name: ______________________________ 
Address: 
___________________________________         
City/State/Zip: 
___________________________________  
 
Membership Level      1 year      2 years           
Benefactor     ___ $500   ___ $950 
Patron       ___ $250   ___ $475        
Assoc Patron         ___ $100   ___ $185   
Donor      ___ $50     ___ $90    
Individual/Family    ___ $35     ___ $65                 
Additional Contribution    $ _______                  
Total Enclosed $ _______ 
 
Method of Payment  
___Check to National Museum of Roller Skating 
___ Visa       ___ MasterCard 
 
Credit Card 
Number__________________________  
Exp.___________ 
Signature_______________________________ 
        
Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skating,  
4730 South Street, Lincoln, NE 68506  
Fax to: 402-483-1465 

 



 


