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Who We Are
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.
We are committed to the preservation of the history of
roller skating. With over 50 display cases, the museum

educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which

dates back to the first patented skate from 1819.
Curator’s Corner

Museum Begins 35" Year of Service

When the gentlemen above founded the museum in late
1980 they dreamed of a place to house the most
precious artifacts dealing with the great history of roller
skating as well as a place to learn and experience this
grand story.

It has taken a lot of effort over these three-plus decades
to keep the museum alive and well. All of the skating
artifact donations are the heart of the institution. The
monetary donations whether membership, memorial,
raffle, or special project kept the lights on and the doors
open. The dozens of board members guided the
museum through each new challenge. The ten museum
directors all contributed to shaping the vision set forth by
our mission statement. Each visitor fed into the demand
for such a place.

Now beginning our 35" year, the National Museum of
Roller Skating wants to thank everyone who supported
our facility and the cause of preserving a prestigious
history. None of this would be possible without the
continued support of all of the museum enthusiasts.
We look forward to the coming year, wondering what
new and exciting opportunities await.

New Display on the Way

This off-road Rollerblade has been part of the museum
collection since 1998. Donated by the Rollerblade
Company, this Coyote skate has three inflatable tires
and weighs over seven pounds.

Recently the museum was contacted by the inventor of
the braking system to this Rollerblade. He worked with
Rollerblade in the mid-to-late 1990’s to develop and
patent this braking system.

He intends to donate items associated with his
contributions such as inline skate articles, a promotional
video, an original U.S. patent, and multiple prototypes
and parts. We hope to obtain these items in the next
month or two.

Afterwards an exhibition featuring a chronological
timeline display (1995-1999) that documents the braking
system and skate development will appear in our
exhibition gallery. We hope this display helps visitors
see into the process of development many companies
go through in order to create the skates we love.

More information will come upon completion of the
donation and its subsequent exhibition.

New and Renewing Members
Anne Pals
Ellie Shattuck
Chrissy Ellis



http://twitter.com/

Featured Story
Vaudeville Skating

By the turn of the twentieth century, Vaudeville became
a staple of middle class existence in the United States.
These shows offered respectable thrills to parents and
children alike. Managers and booking agents sent their
performers to the over 2,000 small theaters that sprang
up across the country by 1910.

Vaudeville performers impressed audiences with high
wire and acrobatic acts, dancers and singers captured
their attention, comedians made them laugh, and
Houdini and other magicians amazed them. Among the
numerous types of acts and hundreds of performers,
trick and fancy skaters became a great part of the
Vaudeville circuit.

Jesse Darling
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Jesse Darling and Henry Simmons

Around the turn of the century, Jesse Darling learned to
roller skate. She became so accomplished that she
decided to leave her hometown of Providence, Rhode
Island at a chance to perform in the large rinks up and
down the East Coast. Darling left her spectators with the
impression that they had just withessed a fairy floating
through the air.

The reputation of Darling grew at an exponential rate.
Knowledge of her grace and beauty on skates even
spread across the Atlantic Ocean. In 1909, the
“Peerless Princess of the Little Wheels”, as she was
known in some circles, traveled to Europe. She skated
her fancy act in rinks across England, France, and
Germany.

Upon returning to the United States, Darling decided to
team up with Henry A. Simmons to form the “Skating
Bijouves”. The pair traveled extensively across the
United States to consistent rave reviews as one of the
premier skating couples around.

The Skating Franks

Skating Franks in 1916

Of the many accomplished roller skaters on the
Vaudeville circuit after 1900, only Charles Frank could
claim to be the “Dean of Roller Skaters.” Frank began
his skating career in the 1880s during the early years of
Vaudeville, and he insisted on referring to himself as
“Professor Frank”. Other roller skaters deferred to his
authority as a teacher of early Vaudeville skating, and
many credited him with originating and developing many
of the regular Vaudeville roller skating tricks.

Though popular on his own, in 1905 he added his five
year old daughter Lillian to his act, transforming his one-
man show into an act known as “The Franks.” Lillian
followed in her father's footsteps, and as she grew older
became an accomplished trick and fancy skater as well.
While a majority of their act relied on fancy skating, the
younger Frank also performed acrobatics and skated on
stilts twenty inches high.

The ARCADE

SKATING RINK

November 25, 26 and 27
“THE FRANKS”

THE BEST SKATING ATTRACTION IN' THE WORLD




Continental Flyers

Howard and Meta Bomier formed the group The
Continental Flyers sometime in 1930 and began as an
amateur act performing in Milwaukee, WI. After a
booking agent approached them after one such
performance, The Continental Flyers became a
professional skating troupe and embarked on a traveling
show.

They began work in nightclubs. Typicially the duo would
perfrom two shows per night, the first beginning around
10PM with the second following sometime after
midnight. Their compensation generally ranged from
$10-$12 per night which helped pay the bills during the
1930s economic depression.

Each act lasted 3-5 minutes in the nightclubs. When
provided, orchestras played complementary music to
enhance the performance. The above photo shows one
of their greatest crowd pleasers, Meta holding onto
Howard’s neck with only one foot while he spun around
in circles.

The Continental Flyers perfromed throughout the 1930s
and early 1940s. Their shows took them across the
midwest and up into Canada. By 1942 the couple
became pregnant with their first daughter, and they
retired from performing.

These are just three examples of the many roller skating
acts which dotted the map during the Vaudeville era.

Rink Sticker Collection

The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating
rink stickers. Many skating rinks used to produce
stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for
skaters to interact with one another, comparing the
different location in which they skated. These were even
traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded
in 1948. Each newsletter, we will feature different rink
stickers. Here are a few examples of the numerous
stickers in the collection and on display at the National
Museum of Roller Skating.
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Benefactor Museum Members
Roller Skating Association

USA Roller Sports

RC Sports

Dominic Cangelosi

Judy T. Graves

Trace & Shannon Hansen
Linda Miner

Charlene Conway

Connie Wahlig

Patron

Annelle & Bob Anderson
Bob Babcock

Alan & Judy Bacon
Keith Brainard

Chester Fried

Harry & Lori Walker
Crazy Skates

Associate Patron
Wheely Fun

Bobby Bentley

Audoire Christophe

Joe and Betty Ann Danna
Edwina & Roger Hansen
Hansen Eastlake

Hansen Holiday

Bill & Tanya Hoefler
Linda Katz

Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman
George Kolibaba

Nellie & Rob Lillie

Nadine Meis

Beth Wahlig Nolan

Glenn Ramsey

Sin City Skates

William Sahley

Cort Wahlig

Leland Wells

George & Suzanne Pickard
Todd Rendfrey

Patricia Hanaway

Marie Walker

RSA Section 2

RSA Sectionl

RSA Section 10

Bob and Irene LaBriola

Donor

Buggy Allmond

Irene Ballard

Ella Hansen

Jordan Hansen

Jim Hafner

Michael & Pat Jacques
William & Dorothy McDonald
John Miller

Donna Rhodes

William Schneider
James & Faye Shoemake
Dennis Pickard

Janet Pavilonis

Joseph Wagner

Anne Pals

Indianapolis
Lincoln
Lenexa
Glendale
Friedheim
Warsaw
Donora
Lakeville
Hockessin

Fort Worth
Ray Township
Richland
Warren

South River
Ft. Worth

San Diego

Wilbraham
Pensacola
Touvois
Lakewood R.
Cologne
Warsaw
Warsaw
Hadley
Columbus
Marietta
Milwaukie
New York
Sun City
Newark
Roanoke

San Diego
St. Louis Park
Hockessin
Wichita
Lincoln
Edgewater Park
St. Louis
Wellsville
Bakersfield
Centralia
Fairhaven
Fountain Valley

Harrisonburg
Knoxville
Warsaw
Warsaw
Brenham
Granite Bay
Independence
Greencastle
Newton
Johnstown
Hendersonville
Liberty
Lakewood
Algonquin

St. Charles

IN
NE
KS
CA
MO
IN
PA
MA
DE

X
MI
WA
OH
NJ
X
CA

MA
FL
FR
FL
NJ

IN
MA
OH
GA
OR
NY
AZ

VA
CA
MN
DE

NE
NJ
MO
KS
CA
WA
MA
CA

VA
TN
IN
IN
X
CA
MO
PA
NC
PA
TN
MO
FL
IL
MO

Individual/Family
Robert Alstead

June Bickmeyer
Chris Cohen

Bud & Mary Ekern
Sue Ellis

Fleming Family

Doug & Christy  Foual
Mary Hayes

Bob & Jeanne Housholder
Cecelia Kelley

Tim Laskey

Gloria Manning
Michael Nelson
Randy Ray

Stacy Orta

Edie Plimpton Fleeman
Kellie Reynolds

Gail Rushing

Lori Schade Shelly
Bill Sisson

Bill & Marian Spooner
Kathy Tini

George & Michelle Vannurden
Stephen Winbery
Mike Zaidman

Joline Zepcevski
Robert & Diane Braun
Patrick Meyer
Elizabeth Novak
John Meszaros
Carey Elder

Eugene Keller

John Heffner

S Poulsen

Janet Jordan

Allen Bell 11l

Jeanne Sincavage

W Frombach

Tiffany Bogden

Bill Graf

John Patton

Steve Hinkle

Ted Hanson

Louise Neal

Mark Wright

Victor Rodriguez
Chris Roemer

Maria McGee

Jackie Ryfsnyder
Susan Lippolis
Sandra Lindsey
Sylvia Haffke

Bud & Shirley Engle
Cheryl Mahon
Cynthia Gates

Linda Wood

Marion Cherubini
Floyd Terry

Ann Saccomano

Sue Filo

Carlos Ferreira
Richard Sholes
Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Ellie Shattuck
Chrissy Ellis

Modesto
Gainesville
Fond Du Lac
Fargo
Kettering
Northridge
Baton Rouge
Northbrook
Champaign
Bloomfield Hills
Colusa
Miami

Santa Rosa
Centralia
Hollister
Durham
Huntington B.
Dallas
Coopersburg
Lubbock
Battle Ground
Douglassville
Elizabethtown
Memphis
Boca Raton
Minneapolis
Helotes
Lincoln
Waterford
Langhorne
Marlton
Altoona
Delanco
Basking Ridge
Voorhees
Reading
Reading
Johnstown
Lemoyne
Delran
Glenside
Voorhees

St Petersburg
Saylorsburg
Marlton
Voorhees
Vincentown
Up. Chichester
Reading
Springfield
Santa Ana
Covington
Cleveland
Grand Prairie
Newmarket
Sacramento
Marshfield
Fairbanks
Memphis
Stuart

Boca Raton
Cranston
Houston

Mill Valley
Douglasville

CA

Wi

ND
OH
CA

IL
IL

CA
FL
CA
WA
CA
NC
CA
X
PA
X
WA
PA
KY
TN
FL
MN
TX
NE
Mi
PA
NJ
PA
NJ
NJ
NJ
PA
PA
PA
PA
NJ
PA
NJ
FL
PA
NJ
NJ

PA
PA
VA
CA
GA
OH
X
NH
CA
MA
AK
TN
FL
FL
RI
X
CA
GA



