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Who We Are
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.
We are committed to the preservation of the history of
roller skating. With over 50 display cases, the museum
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which
dates back to the first patented skate from 1819.

Curator’s Corner
Tour Groups

Now that summer is in full swing, the museum hosts
many scheduled tours. Both local and out-of-town
groups trek the museum during this busy period.
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In May the Omaha Roller Girls made a special trip to the
museum before their bout versus the Lincoln derby
squad. They stayed almost an hour, took many pictures,
and even made a donation to the museum.

Academic Advantage in Lincoln schedule three different
tours during the first week of June. They split up their
children’s groups into small bunches to have a better
museum experience.

The Quinlin Tour from Kansas City came up to Lincoln
for the day and included our museum in their Nebraska
tour schedule.

More tours are scheduled throughout the summer with
the list growing weekly.

Donation Received
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While on their tour, the Omaha Roller Girls donated a
jersey to our museum collection. This official, game
worn jersey is black and red and sports the Omaha logo
on the front. On the back it depicts the number 53 and
includes the name “Ima Firestarter.” The jersey is also
autographed by the skater on the back left shoulder.

New and Renewing Members

Connie Wahlig George Pickard Harry Walker
Nadine Meis Alan Bacon Michael Sheedy
Judy Baron-Fultz  Cecelia Kelley Janet Pavilonis
Melanie Holt Annelle Anderson  Kim Wall
Renee Kits Heather Doyle Alfred Taglang
Betty Ann Danna  Mary Lock Linda Miner
Brian Heersink Steven Hinkle Dennis Pickard
Dan & Kim Brown  Sigrid Semien Mary Allmond
Trace Hansen Dawn Gonzales Bill Spooner

Kleiman Family Charlene Conway Peter Dolan
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The Blind Can Roller Skate
By Eber Palmer, 1949
Superintendent of New York State School for the Blind

The New York State School for the Blind at Batavia, New
York has built an indoor roller skating rink on its campus
and has plans drawn for the construction of a large
outdoor roller skating oval for the use of the students.

Students who roller skate at the school range in age
from nine to twenty-one. About fifty percent of this group
is totally blind. Of the remainder, their vision varies from
light perception only to 20/200.
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Students getting ready 0 skate

In order to adapt the rink to the use of blind persons,
some special provisions had to be made to meet specific
problems. How could the rink be constructed to keep
the blind skaters from hitting the end walls or running
into the side walls? What could be done to keep the
skaters traveling one way from bumping into the skaters
traveling in the opposite direction? These problems had
to be considered with the totally blind students
particularly in mind if they were to have unrestricted
enjoyment of the rink. Since the rink was to be used
primarily by the blind students, it could originally be
constructed to fit their special needs.

To keep the skaters from hitting the end walls, the floor
was given a gradual upward slope about six feet from
the ends. This slight slope continues for about three
feet, thereby giving a three foot platform at each end of
the rink. The ends are also protected by mats hung on
the wall. The floor on each side was also given a
gradual slope about three feet out from the wall. No
platform was necessary on the sides.

When a totally blind student is skating, and begins to
veer too far to the right when skating counter clockwise
or to the left when skating clockwise, he will feel through
his skate when he hits the slope and know thereby that it
is time to shift direction slightly in order to keep skating
in straight lines.

In order to enable blind skaters, going in opposite
directions, to keep from bumping into each other, a very
slight ridge, sloped gradually, and about six inches wide
was placed in the exact middle of the rink. This extends
the full length. It is important, as on an ordinary rink that
all skaters travel in the same direction. The elevation of
this ridge is so slight that it interferes in no way with the
skating action, but to those who are trained to use the
sense of touch, as are the blind, it does give them ample
warning that it is time to change direction slightly if they
are to avoid a possible collision.

It is astonishing to see the proficiency with which totally
blind skaters learn to circle the rink, completely
independent of help. They learn to negotiate the turns at
full speed and quickly change direction when their
skates tell them they are hitting the slope at the side or
end of the rink, or the ridge in the center. In fact, many
of them become so proficient that, although they do not
see, they start their turns at the ends of the rink before
coming to the slope. Their sense of direction, speed and
time are such that they know automatically when it is
time to turn.

All schools for the blind throughout the United States
encourage their student to roller skate...All are
unanimous in their belief that, either indoor or outdoor, it
is a valuable asset for a blind person to know how to
skate.

The totally blind person can continue to skate on any
rink in companionship with his seeing friends. He cannot
skate alone, but with a partner who sees and knows how
to skate, his enjoyment of roller skating can continue as
long as he desires. Many of those who have partial
vision will see well enough to be able to skate alone in
any group of seeing people.

(Roller Skating) is one of the physical activities in which
blind people can engage with freedom. The freedom of
movement and the lack of restrictions which blind
persons do not have in so many physical activities are
enjoyed to the fullest in roller skating.

One of the principal goals in the physical development of
blind students is ease and grace of movement. They
need to be able to get around independently with a
minimum of help. They also need to develop an
unusually good muscular coordination. Roller skating is
a definite help in this field.

When being taught posture, blind students cannot learn
by imitating others, as they cannot see what it means to
have stooped shoulders or a poor carriage. Roller
skating is an effective side in developing proper carriage.

To those who see, roller skating will always be fun. To
those who do not see, it is even more fun. In addition, it
is a teaching medium, but of even more importance, it is
a skill which blind boys and girls can enjoy, not only
while in school but in their life after school. Watch them
roller skate and be convinced.



More Chester Fried Donations: Postcards Rink Sticker Collection

i The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating
N rink stickers. Many skating rinks used to produce
HOFFMAN'S SKATELAND stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for
'''' 1335 Central Ave, skaters to interact with one another, comparing the

ALBANY, N. Y.

different location in which they skated. These were even
Tel. 89090

traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded
in 1948. Each newsletter, we will feature different rink
stickers. Here are a few examples of the numerous
stickers in the collection and on display at the National
Museum of Roller Skating.
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| Pop’s Roller Rink
Hoffman’s Skateland in Albany, New York had an -

unobstructed floor surface and beginners rink. The '
largest, most beautiful skating rink in Northern New York
featured organ and nova chord music at all sessions.

EAST NEW
\ORANGE JERSEY

Park Roller Rink of Zion, lllinois had a 15,000 square
foot skating floor. Owned by Arnie CIiff, Park featured a

Hammond Organ. Thanks for supporting the museum!

Cicero’s Skating Center in Ebensburg, Pennsylvania
assured family-type rules and regulations. Their
110x180 foot skating service could accommodate 1,000
skaters. It was established in 1934 by James J. Cicero.



Benefactor Museum Members ($500+)

Roller Skating Association
USA Roller Sports

RC Sports

Dominic Cangelosi
Judy T. Graves

Linda Miner

Charlene Conway
Connie Wahlig

Bud & Shirley Engle
Jim & Sharon McMahon
Dan & Kim Brown
Trace Hansen

Patron ($250)

Annelle & Bob Anderson
Alan & Judy Bacon

Keith Brainard

Chester Fried

Harry & Lori Walker
Crazy Skates

Gary Englund

Brian Gamsby

Joe and Betty Ann Danna
Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman

Associate Patron ($100)
Wheely Fun

Bob Babcock

Bobby Bentley

Audoire Christophe
Edwina & Roger Hansen
Bill & Tanya Hoefler
Linda Katz

Nellie & Rob Lillie

Beth Wahlig Nolan

Glenn Ramsey

Sin City Skates

Cort Wahlig

George & Suzanne Pickard
Todd Rendfrey

Patricia Hanaway

Marie Walker

RSA Section 2

RSA Sectionl

Bob and Irene LaBriola
Michael & Pat Jacques
LR Brown

Bill Sahly

Hansen's Holiday Skate Center

Hansen's Eastlake Skate Center
Hansen-Smith's Easley Skate Cr

Cecelia Kelley
Kim Wall
Melanie Holt
Steve Hinkle
Nadine Meis

Donor ($50)

Buggy Alimond

John Miller

Donna Rhodes

William  Schneider
James & Faye Shoemake
Dennis Pickard

Janet Pavilonis

Joseph Wagner

Anne Pals

Skate World West
National Skate Distributors
Pattison’s West

Indianapolis
Lincoln
Lenexa
Glendale
Friedheim
Donora
Lakeville
Hockessin
Cleveland
Danville
Flint
Warsaw

Fort Worth
Richland
Warren
South River
Ft. Worth
San Diego
Burlington
Sarasota
Lakewood R.
Marietta

Wilbraham
Ray Township
Pensacola
Touvois
Cologne
Hadley
Columbus
New York
Newark
Roanoke

San Diego
Newark
Lincoln
Edgewater Park
St. Louis
Wellsville
Bakersfield
Centralia
Fountain Valley
Granite Bay
Old Hickory

St. Louis Park
Elkhart
Warsaw
Easley
Bloomfield Hills
Fort Wayne
Houston
Voorhees

Sun City

Harrisonburg
Greencastle
Newton
Johnstown
Hendersonville
Liberty
Lakewood
Algonquin
St. Charles
Billings
Tacoma
Federal Way

IN
NE
KS
CA
MO
PA
MA
DE
OH
IL
Mi
IN

X
WA
OH
NJ
X
CA
WA
FL
FL
GA

MA
Ml
FL
FR
NJ
MA
OH
NY
DE
VA
CA
DE
NE
NJ
MO
KS
CA
WA
CA
CA
TN
MN
IN
IN
SC
MI
IN
X
NJ
AZ

Skagit Skate

Lynden Skateway
Bill & Marian Spooner
Jordan Hansen
Delaney Hansen

Ella Hansen

Heather Doyle
Renee Kitts

Alfred Taglang
Michael Sheedy
Dawn Gonzales
Sigrid Semien

Brian Heersink

Mary Lock
Individual/Family ($35)
Chris Cohen

Fleming Family
Doug & Christy Foual
Bob & Jeanne Housholder
Tim Laskey

Gloria Manning
Randy Ray

Edie Plimpton Fleeman
Gail Rushing

Bill Sisson

Kathy Tini

Mike Zaidman
Robert & Diane Braun
Elizabeth Novak
John Meszaros
Carey Elder

Eugene Keller

John Heffner

S Poulsen

Janet Jordan

Allen Bell Il

Jeanne Sincavage
W Frombach

Tiffany Bogden

Bill Graf

John Patton

Ted Hanson

Louise Neal

Mark Wright

Victor Rodriguez
Chris Roemer

Maria McGee

Jackie Ryfsnyder
Susan Lippolis
Sandra Lindsey
Sylvia Haffke

Cheryl Mahon
Cynthia Gates

Linda Wood

Marion Cherubini
Floyd Terry

Ann Saccomano

Sue Filo

Carlos Ferreira
Richard Sholes
Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Ellie Shattuck
Chrissy Ellis

Marilyn Roberts
Katie Znamenacek
Erika Schaefer
Susan Geary

Judith Young Link
Jerry & Barbara Shores
Tom Hughes

Dave Schafer

JBL Trinity

Wayne Ramsey

RSA Section 5

Peter Dolan
Elizabeth Korjenek
Ed Hughes

Judy Baron-Fultz

Burlington
Lynden
Battle Ground
Warsaw
Warsaw
Warsaw
Cordova
Lewis Center
Riverview
Lynnwood
Loomis
Lufkin
Livonia
Reading

Fond Du Lac
Northridge
Baton Rouge
Champaign
Colusa
Miami
Centralia
Durham
Dallas
Lubbock
Douglassville
Boca Raton
Helotes

W aterford
Langhorne
Marlton
Altoona
Delanco
Basking Ridge
Voorhees
Reading
Reading
Johnstown
Lemoyne
Delran
Glenside

St Petersburg
Saylorsburg
Marlton
Voorhees
Vincentown
Upper Chichester
Reading
Springfield
Santa Ana
Covington
Grand Prairie
Newmarket
Sacramento
Marshfield
Fairbanks
Memphis
Stuart

Boca Raton
Cranston
Houston

San Francisco
Douglasville
New York
Oak View
Lincoln
Surprise
Mays Landing
St. Joseph
Anchorage
Midland
Matawan
Mableton
San Antonio
Texas City
Albuquerque
Liberty
Evanston



