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The American Roller Rink
Comes to Cardiff

Beginning in 1907, a roller skating craze swept the
United Kingdom following the arrival of C. P. Crawford,
an agent for the Samuel Winslow Company of Worcester,
Massachusetts, the largest skate manufacturer in the
United States. Within two years, the American Roller
Rink Company had opened 25 rinks in England, Scotland,
Wales, and Ireland. Local investors, who joined in raising
the sum of 10,000 pounds for each rink, reportedly saw
quick profits. After this initial success, the company ex-
panded into major cities on the Continent.

A scrapbook of clippings from local newspapers
chronicles part of this story. How and why this volume
was compiled is not known. It was presented to the
museum by Armand Champa of Louisville, Kentucky,
who acquired it from a rare book dealer.

The following excerpts from papers in South Wales
suggest the contemporary enthusiasm.

From the Western Mail, January 2, 1909:

Arrangements have been practically completed be-
tween the Bute Estate and an American syndicate for the
lease of a considerable portion of ground at the back of
the Cardiff Football Club grandstand on the Cardiff Arms
Park for the purposes of a skating rink on a very large
scale. It is no secret that it is proposed to put up a
building which will cost several thousand pounds, and in
this way to provide a recreation which is practically
unknown in South Wales.

There is no doubt that this new enterprise in Cardiff is
being promoted by Mr. C. P. Crawford, who came over
from America in 1907, and has opened a considerable
number of public skating rinks. He formed fourteen rinks
in a year, including those in Dublin and Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Leeds, and other big towns. Now he has started
the Olympia Rink Company [in London], with the biggest
floor ever laid down—over 100,000 square feet, of
American maple, all fitted together inside one week, and
now crowded every day. In Worcester, Massachusetts, is
a firm which possesses a very popular skate, and that is
the impetus behind the new craze. Every new rink is so
much grist to this firm’s mill.

Mr. Crawford saw the chance of a great unexploited
field in Great Britain, promptly made arrangements with
the skate company, and arrived to set the ball rolling
here. How quickly it has been gathering moss can be
guessed from the fact that some of the companies he has

started have paid a return of 40 per cent on the capital in
six or eight weeks.

From the Western Mail, December 2, 1909:

The American roller skating rink was on Wednesday
afternoon given over to the Cardiff Lifeboat Saturday
Fund Committee for the purpose of holding a gala on
skates for the benefit of the fund. There was a large and
fashionable attendance when the Lord Mayor of Cardiff
accompanied by the Lady Mayoress arrived. During the
afternoon sports were held, including egg and spoon
races for ladies and a ladies balloon race. The Lord Mayor

presented the prizes to the successful ladies.
(Continued)

Cover of a dance card printed for use in all of the American
Roller Rinks. (Gift of Armand Champa)
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From the South Wales Daily News, January 5, 1910:

Roller skating at the American Rink in Westgate-street,
Cardiff, pursues its even course, and is a source of much
innocent and healthful enjoyment to the large number of
persons of all ages and both sexes who throng the rink at
each of the three sessions held daily. The conquest of
roller skating, like the conquest of the air, is to be obtain-
ed only after practice and perseverance. Novices are
quickly put through their ‘“‘paces’’ by an expert band of
instructors, and are soon able to skate without any
assistance. A fancy dress and masked skating carnival will
be held shortly, when all the participants will appear in
burlesque, topical, historical, or mythical costumes.

From the South Wales Daily News, February 1, 1910:

Many pastimes come and go, but only a few remain in
popular favour. The enduring recreative pursuits are
those which come up to the standard of what the public
regard as both pleasurable and healthful. Occupying a
pre-eminent position in the world of sports, roller
skating has taken such a hold upon the affections of the
people as was never dreamed of a few years ago, when it
was introduced into this country by Mr. C. P. Crawford,
who, along with his partner, Mr. F. A. Wilkins, is the
managing director of numerous rinks in many of the prin-
cipal cities and towns. This venture was at first looked
upon with a certain amount of apprehension, not to say
scepticism (sic), on the part of those who remembered
the short life which roller skating had many years since
when our forebearers had to be content with rinking on
concrete floors, with skates of a very clumsy description,

a strange contrast to conditions at the American Roller

Skating Rink in Cardiff.

From the Western Mail, February 3, 1910:

Tastefully decorated with bunting and fairy lights, and
with some five hundred skaters in fancy costumes
gracefully gliding along in rhythm to the strains of a
military band, the American Roller Rink presented a most
picturesque and animated appearance on Wednesday
evening, the occasion being the second masked carnival
of the season. ‘‘Robinson Crusoe’”’ would flash past arm-
in-arm with a dainty lady whose dress blazoned forth the
merits of ‘‘Tariff Reform’’; the ‘‘Duchess of Devonshire,”’
made famous by Gainsborough, would glide by with a
cavalier of the olden times; while there was a splendid
impersonation of an Indian squaw, whose skating was
the admiration of 2,000 spectators. A little lady as the
“Evening Express”’ was much admired for her dainty
costume. With such a variety of colour and ideas, it was
no easy task that the committee of judges had, when it
came to awarding but eight prizes. The awards were
made as follows:

Ladies — Most handsome costume: Miss Davies, Llan-
daff (Lady Hussar). Most original: Miss Allen, Cardiff (In-
dian Squaw). Most burlesque: Miss Goodman, Cardiff
(‘‘Carriage-paid Parcel”’).

Gentlemen — Most handsome costume: Mr. Carter,
Swansea (Lieutenant, Hussars). Most original: Mr. H.
Govier, Penarth (‘““Wooden Doll”’). Most burlesque:
Messrs. Worms and Pinhero (Horse).

Children — Miss H. M’Kee (Norwegian Peasant Girl)
and Master H. Finsberg (Little Dutch Boy).

Curator’s Corner
Roller Skating on 5th Avenue—
and Elsewhere

The museum’s appearance in a new book has placed it
before the public in a number of new arenas. This
museum is the featured institution from Nebraska, and as
such rates three full pages with three illustrations in the
new book America on Display: A Guide to Unusual
Museums and Collections in the United States and
Canada by Joyce Jurnovoy and David Jenness, published
by Facts on File, Inc. The book is a detailed collector’s
and traveler’s guide to 225 museums that were selected
on the basis of their uniqueness and their ability to repre-
sent a typical facet of America. It features collections
devoted to potatoes, trolley cars, bowling, Tupperware,
fresh-water fishing, Hoover vacuum cleaners, presiden-
tial papers, cranberrys, dolls, tattoos, neon art, nuts, and
more. Arranged alphabetically by city and state or pro-
vince within each of five geographical regions, the en-
tries describe the collections and give addresses and
telephone numbers, days and hours of opening, admis-
sion fees, and information on handicap access.

The authors have used us and our collections in a
number of promotional activities for the book. As
reported in the last newsletter, we were one of four
repositories with a photo among seven written up in the
July 14, 1987, issue of The Star. At the request of Jur-
novoy and Jenness, we loaned them an 1880s Vineyard
skate, and a 1970s three-wheel skate, as well as some
duplicate copies of old publications. The Vineyard skate
appeared briefly on one of two segments in which the
authors appeared on the Today show in October: During
November the three-wheel skate and the publications
have been on display in the window of B. Dalton’s on 5th
Avenue in New York City as part of a month-long promo-
tion of the Guide by that national chain of bookstores.

The price for the hardcover book is $24.95. It should
be available through any bookstore, or directly from the
publisher at 460 Park Avenue South, New York 10016.

1988 Raffle

Members and others have a chance to take a chance on
winning cash prizes as they help the museum. Tickets are
now available for the 1988 raffle. Get all of the details
from the flyer enclosed with this newsletter.

The search for new and different sources of funding is
a constant for all cultural organizations. This museum is
no exception. Now in its third year, the raffle has shown
itself to be a popular means of raising significant funds to
support basic operations. Your participation is needed.




Lidwina—Patron Saint
of Skaters

When roller skaters need a bit of extra help, they can
call upon St. Lidwina, the Patron Saint of all skaters. Born
at Schiedam, Holland, on April 18, 1380, of poor but
honorable parents, the young girl enjoyed skating as a
favorite pastime. According to The Catholic Encyclo-
pedia (1911), ‘‘during the winter of 1395, Lidwina went
skating with her friends, one of whom caused her to fall
upon some ice with such violence that she broke a rib in
her right side. This was the beginning of her martyrdom.
No medical skill availed to cure her.... For years she lay in
pain which seemed to increase constantly.... God re-
warded her with a wonderful gift of prayer and also with
visions. Numerous miracles took place at her bedside.”

After her death in 1433, the skaters of Schiedam con-
tinued to pray to her, and her fame spread throughout
Holland and beyond. In 1616 Lidwina was beatified, the
first step toward sainthood. In 1890 Pope Leo XIII
declared her a Saint of the Church; April 14, the day of
her death, was designated as her Feast. Half a century
later, Art Goodfellow of New York, a publisher of roller
and ice skating guides, re-discovered Lidwina. He had a
medal designed in her honor and promoted the celebra-
tion of her Feast Day in churches located throughout the
country.

Design for St. Lidwina’s medal, which was struck in sterling silver in
the mid-1950s. The museum has no example of this medal and would
be bhappy to add one to the collections. (Skating News, Championships
Issue, 1957, p. 8)

=)

|

“St. Lidwina” from a woodcut in S. Baring-Gould, Lives of the Saints. (National Roller Skating Guide, 71957, p. 74)
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Constructed of wood, this 1880s rink in Washington, D. C. has few lights and windows
located high above the floor. (Courtesy of the Library of Congress)

Lowe’s Rink, Wichita, Kan., 1924. Portabl
large canvas tents, were in use throughou
this century. (Gift of C. W. Lowe, Jr.)

The Skate-A-Dium in Adrian, Mich., before and after
remodeling in 1971. Beginning in the 1950s, the old-
time rink image of four bare walls, exposed roof sup-
ports, and pipe railings was gradually replaced with a
touch of glamor that included carpeting, dropped ceil-
ings and lights, and paneling. (Contact!, January 15,
1972)

Assembling e
w. Lowe, Jt)



This striking photo-
graph of the Dream-
land Park Rink,
Newark, NJ., about
1933, shows a sopbisti-
cated relationship
among the horizontal
lines of the railings,
border design of
skaters’ silbouettes,
and roof beams, which
are linked by the ver-
tical supporting col-
| ) umns to ring the floor
with rectangles of
regular proportions.
(Gift of George H.
Pickard)

e S - -
»le rinks, consisting of wooden floors covered with
it the Midwest and the South during the middle of

»
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loor for skating at the Convention Hall, Kansas City, Mo., 1925. (Gift of C. Barrel vaulting and skylight windows for ventilation characterize this uniden-
tified arena in San Francisco, Calif., 1907. (Gift of Ernie St. Germain)
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Honorary Members
During 1986-1987

Benefactors:

Robert Bollinger

John Eisenzimmer

Joseph Nazzaro, Sr.

North Carolina State USAC/RS Association

Pepsi-Cola Company

Lewis Quintin, Jr.

Roller Skating Rink Operators Association

Southeast Sectional Chapter-RSROA

Southwest Pacific Sectional Chapter-RSROA

United States Amateur Confederation of Roller Skating

Patrons:

Alabama, Arkansas, and Mississippi Sectional Chapter-RSROA
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Anselmi

Gary J. Castro

Coca-Cola USA

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Facher

Robert Fuhst

George H. Pickard

Associate Patrons:
Annelle Anderson

Bob-A-Lu Skate Center, Inc., Dothan, Ala.
John & Betty Comstock

Kim Eisenzimmer.

June Estes

Charlotte Groves

Dennis Huckaby

Roy & Pam Huckaby

Bill & Gladys Kelly
Kentucky-Tennessee Sectional Chapter-RSROA
L. Barry Knittel

Robert & Joan LaBriola

Manuel Lopez

Susan C. Maiolo

David C. Naro

Mr. & Mrs. J. Nemanich
Thomas J. Obert

Bruce Pearson

E. W. Ramsey

Lillian Sarnelli

Seth Scott

Oscar Seltzer

Skate-A-Round USA, Athens, Ga.
Leigh Strong

James Turner

Mr. & Mrs. George Vitale

Harry B. Walker

Karl Wall

Donors:

Jerry Anderson

Gene Cox

Jerry Damschroder

Les & Joan Diener

Mr. & Mrs. James Easton
Eric & Barbara Englund
Walter Frazier

Kris Wall Friesner
Ursula B. Jones

Marvin Kanengiser

Dan King

Mr. & Mrs. W. Lehman
Marguerite Levenson
Mr. & Mrs. William McDonald
Rose L. Martin

William L. Martin, Jr.
John Milligan

Elaine J. Minch

John & Ramona Muse
Edward Nielsen

Mike Orth

Dale Pritchard

Riedell Shoes, Inc.
Bently & Jeanne Robison
Jimmy Rogers

Alvin Strunk

William D. Thomas
Silver Wings

Skate World of Troy, Troy, Mich.

Walter P. Turnbull
Edmund Young

Individuals & Families:

Donald C. Abrams
Roger W. Adams
Richard Aldrich
Thomas J. Andrew

Joel Aranson

Irene P. Ballard

Robert K. Beach

Bob & Sharon Behrendt
Gordon Bennett

David W. Binder

Gus & Joyce Bordens
Brad Brandner

Douglas Breniser
Robert B. Buchanan
Rusty A. Burlew

Jane Butera

David Butler

Robert Campbell

Roy E. Claudin

Jewel T. Compton
Ardith & Leslie Concannon
Frances Cooley

Mike Cormier

Mary Coss

Ella C. Diotte

Natalie Dunn-Fries
John Edmunds

Lillian Eggleston
Dennis J. Ellmaurer
William P. Ferraro
Chester Fried

Charles G. Gahn

Mr. & Mrs. George Gale
Marilyn Gallagher

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Gaydos
Robert W. Gormley
Carl Greco

Jay R. Greeley
Vladimir J. Groark
Norman J. Guccion
Meg & Ron Haagenstad
Jesse Halpern

Patricia Hanaway

Rosa & Aulick Harrison
Richard J. Hawkins
Margaret Hicks

Mary Hildebrand
Sandra Hisaw

Pamela K. Hoppell
Bernadean Howard
James Hurst

Hyde Park Figure & Dance Club
Tom Jackson

Johnny Jones, Jr.
Robert & Jacqueline Kane
David R. Kellogg

Buzz Kerwin

Adele R. Kiefer
Mariann Knirsch

Vi Koch

Arnold D. Kueker
Robert Kushner

Leo LaMay

Shirley A. Lauth
Lawrence J. Lavieri
Harold C. Lester

Dan Littel

Jane B. Little
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C. W. Lowe

Donald McCormack
Barbara McKendry
Donna-Linn McLaurin
Phyllis McMurtry

Jan McNair

Catherine B. McWherter
Frank Magrino

Scott Mankins

Dr. M. A. Martin

Tom Martinsen
Raymond P. Marvin
Johnny Matejec

Grady Merrell

Elaine J. Minch

Linda Miner
Jacqueline Morea
Kathy Morrison

Cindy O’Drago

Judie O’Hair

Sonia Pasis

Christian Pasques
Ellen Patterson

Ruth L. Patterson
Boyd Paulson

Edward Perales

Ken Perkins

Phyllis Peterson
Wilbur Petterson
Dolores Pillow-Ridley
Elizabeth W. Plimpton
Susan Ann Podejko
John W. Pummill
Robert H. Purcell

Fred J. Rannalli

Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Revilla
Tina Revilla

Ronald Robovitsky
Marilyn Rosinski
Frances Rothenberg
Arlene M. Rowland
Todd M. Ruse

Charles Schroer
George D. Schweigert
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shanks
M. M. Shattuck

Paul Sims

Skate Inn, Kingsport, N.Y.
Rita Sommers

Mrs. J. H. Spencer
Marian & Bill Spooner
Gary N. Stark

Rose Steffen

Dorothy M. Stillwagon
Becky & Rachel Swoveland
Wallace Tatro

William J. Tessicini
Kathryn B. Thain

Mr. & Mrs. Thornton Moore
Dorothy Tiffin
Tracker Designs, Ltd.
Robert Travarca
Saundra Trieber

Ruth F. Vannette
Vivian E. Volk

Jack Walker

Helen M. Wheeler

H. D. White

Bryce Whitmore

Bert Widd

Bernadette Williams
Shirley A. Wirtel

Ken Wittemore

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Wozniak
Wanda Young
Stephen Zaborney




Contributors to the Museum Collections
Albany (Ore.) Democrat-Herald
Robert Alexander

Matt Armetta

Harry C. Ball

Joyce Beard

Bill Boos

Peggy Wallace Boucher

Evelyn Sheldon Brennesholtz
Brookpark Skateland, Inc, Cleveland
Michael W. Brooslin

Jean Campbell

Gary J. Castro

Armand Champa

Robert A. Craigin

Ralph Dzuro

Edward Enlow

Joseph & Catherine Enthor
Marvin L. Facher

John A. Fanthorpe

Federation Internationale de Roller Skating
Chester Fried

George D. Gale

Marilyn Gallagher

Doris M. Garsick

Donald J. & Cynthia Gates
Albert Gaydos

Jane Grangeia

Mack C. & Beverly Harris
Clarence W. Henning

Margaret Hicks

Rex Horton

Erma R. Hudson

Marvin Kanengiser

Nance Kirk

Carla M. Klouda

A. E. (Tony) Knox

Robert Labeda

W. C. Ludasher

Marcello Martinez

Sandy Mereska

Robert M. Mergi

Michigan Museum of History
Sonia Pasis

George H. Pickard

James A. Pollard

Carolyn Sliger Porter

Jim Pringle

Robert Reams

Lou-Anne Rinker

Roller Skating Rink Operators Association
Olga Soto

Nancy J. Trombetti

United States Amateur Confederation of Roller Skating
Andre Van Camp

National Museum of Roller Skating
Board of Trustees:

Bert Anselmi, President, Pontiac, MI; Robert Boll-
inger, Portland, OR; Marvin Facher, Elizabeth, NJ;
Chester Fried, South River, NJ; W.C. Ludasher, Ed-
dington, PA; George Pickard, Lincoln, NE; James
Turner, Racine, WI; Keith Ware, Chicago, IL;
Richard G. Young, Warwick, RI.

Anne Diffendal, Director and Curator.

Historical Roller Skating Overview is mailed
quarterly to the honorary members of the National
Museum of Roller Skating. Contributions from
readers are welcome. Address inquiries and com-
ments to the Museum Director.

A special thanks to the following who volunteered
their time and effort to help raise funds for the museum.

Bill & Dorothy McDonald
Jim McMahon

Annelle Anderson
Bert Anselmi

Harry C. Ball John Maddocks

Robert Bollinger Richard Mensik

L. R. Brown Ramona Muse

Farnk Cernik Joe Nazzaro, Jr.

Joe Champa John Nazzaro

Ron Creten Bruce and Barbara Pearson

Les Pettit

George H. Pickard
Lewis Quintin, Jr.
Victor Riccobono
David Shafer
James Steigner
Debbie Torries

R. E. (Bo) Trotter
Harry B. Walker

Marvin L. Facher

Anthony Ferraro

Mike Fleming

Robert Fuhst

Bill Grice

Charlotte Groves

Darrell Harper

Iley Hinton

I Sectional Chapter-RSROA

Bettie Jennings Keith Ware

Bill Kelly Edmund Young
Dan King Richard Young
Mills Lynn

R P A S |

IContributors of $5 receive their choice of the Nationall
I Museum of Roller Skating I

| O Pin or O Patch (please specify)
| Contributors of $15 or more become honorary members of

I the Museum and receive a2 membership pin and card, the l
| quarterly newsletter, and free admission to the museum.

individual/Family $ 15.00 [patron $250.00
I Donor $ 50.00 [IBenefactor $500.00 + I
[JAssociate Patron $100.00 I

I [J Check or money order enclosed payable to the National :
Museum of Roller Skating.
| 0] Visa or [ Mastercard

I Card number: Exp.

Date

I
I
I
| Signature :
I 0 Please charge the card indicated for 12 monthly {
| payments of $ each (minimum of $10 per month). |
I Contributions are tax-deductible.

| Name:

: Address:

| City, State, Zip

{ Mail to:
| The National Museum of Roller Skating,
| PO Box 81846, Lincoln, NE 68501
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This rink in Kirksville, Mo., shown in 1917, can be compared with others pictured in this issue to reveal changes in rinks through the years.

(Gift of C.W. Lowe, Jr.)
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