
 

 
 

 
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska.  It is the 
only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.  We 
are committed to the preservation of the history of roller 

skating.  With over 50 display cases, the museum 
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, 
which dates back to the first patented skate from 
1819. 
 
Museum Hours of Operation:  Open 9:00 AM - 
5:00 PM, Monday-Friday - closed Holidays.  Group 
tours can be scheduled by calling 402) 483-7551, 
ext. 16 
 
Roller Skating Rink Operators Association 
(RSROA) – In the Beginning 
Our last Museum 
newsletter 
included the 
formation of the 
RSROA, which 
took place at a 
restaurant in 1937, 
following the first 
National Speed 
Roller Skating Championships at the Arena Gardens 
Roller Skating Rink in Detroit, Michigan.  The 
organization was formed by 17 rink owners to 
promote roller skating business and sport in 
America.   
 
It included brief reports on the early history of Fred 
Martin, who was elected as the first RSROA 
Secretary-Treasurer, and Victor J. Brown, who was 
elected as the first RSROA President. The entire list 
of 17 founders of the RSROA follows: 
 

Frank Bacon, Philadelphia, PA 
Victor Brown, Newark, NJ 

William H. Carpenter, Providence, RI 
Alfred M. Dexter, Niagara Falls, New York 

Robert Fisher, Traverse City, MI 
Donald Groesser, Traverse City, MI 

Harold F. Jennison, Bay City, MI 
Alfred W. Kish, Toledo, OH 

Charles McCormack, Chicago, IL 
Jules Mahl, Chicago, IL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fred A. Martin, Detroit, MI 
Rodney R. Peters, St. Louis, MO 

Jonathon Riggle, Pontiac, MI 
William F. Sefferino, Cincinnati, OH 

Jack Shuman, Huron, OH 
Earl Van Horn, Mineola, NY 

Earl J. Von Hagen, Columbus, OH 
 
The competitive experiences and the stories of their 
lives are interesting to acknowledge. 
 
Frank Bacon of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 
Information taken from the 
“Skater’s History on Ice and 
Roller Skating”, authorized by 
the Western Skating 
Association in Chicago, 
published in 1916 and “The 
History of Roller Skating” by 
James Turner in collaboration 
with Michael Zaidman.    
 
Noted as one of the fastest 
professional roller skater in the 
country.  He won the 
“Billlboard” medal at Coney 
Island, New York in 1908, 
defeating a large field of fast 
skaters.  He competed in all the 
noted long and short distance 
races and championships held during the past 10 
years (taken from info printed in 1916) and is one of 
the greatest 24-hour skaters in the business.  
 
In particular, it is interesting that Fred Martin and 
Frank Bacon teamed up in March of 1915 and 
entered the 24 hour race at the Convention Hall 
Rink in Washington D.C.  They placed second to the 
World Champion Team of Roland Cioni and Arthur 
Eglington.  Martin and Bacon again placed second 
to Cioni and Eglington in the 100 Mile American 
Derby that year. 
 
In the spring of 1916 Bacon took to exhibition 
dancing on roller skates and "put up a wonderful 
act".  His first engagement was for 20 weeks at the 
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Griswold Café, Detroit, Michigan.  In 1916 he was 
recognized as an expert skate man who knew the 
rink business from start to finish.  
 

Earl Inez Van Horn. 

Mineola, New York 

Earl was born in 1897, 

and as far back as he 

could recall he was a 

skater.  At six he was a 

proficient performer.  At 

seven he was giving free 

style exhibitions at the old 

Exposition Rink in his 

native city of Portland, 

Oregon.  An older brother of Earl’s was a manager 

of a rink, so young Earl had the opportunity to 

practice frequently.  When he was thirteen, Van 

Horn teamed with Clarence Ammer.  From then until 

World War I, they played rinks and theaters, and 

were generally recognized as a first class Vaudeville 

roller skating duo.  The first World War broke up the 

team.  Both members went together to the 

enlistment center. Ammer was accepted and Van 

Horn was rejected because of flat feet.   

Earl went on to 

manage the Oaks 

Rink, in Portland, 

where a young 16 

year old girl went 

roller skating for the 

first time.  In those 

days a girl under 18 

had to be escorted to 

any public place at 

night, and this was a 

special night because 

it was a Halloween 

costume party.  That 

girl, Inez Sibley, won 

the first place award 

during the rink’s Halloween costume party, and 

became a regular at the rink. Earl met the young, 

beautiful Inez, and they were married within the 

year.  That was in 1918 and a new team was born.  

Inez would share many years of his life and play the 

dual role of wife and business partner. 

The years 1918 to 1934 were ones of great success 

for this talented team.  Years of names in lights -- of 

applause -- of spotlights.  Earl and Inez played 

leading theaters in this country.  They performed for 

two years with Leon Erroll in “Yours Truly”, a 

Broadway musical comedy.  They played the 

American and European night clubs.  They toured 

Canada, England, 

France, 

Germany,Sweden 

and other countries.  

They skated for the 

kings of England, 

Spain and Sweden.  

They performed 

before the Prince of 

Wales at a private 

party.  They were 

applauded by the 

wealth at the 

fashionable Riviera 

resorts of Cannes, 

Nice and Deauxville.   

They played New York City’s famous Palace 

Theater 22 times, a record never approached by any 

other roller skating acts.  They became the highest 

paid roller skating team in Vaudeville.  Their act 

consisted of artistic, dance and novelty skating.  

They were considered great spinners.  Several 

intricate techniques were developed including the 

swivel-neck spin and skating on top of a table eight 

feet in diameter, set four feet above the floor.   

Once for servicemen on Governor’s Island, in New 

York City’s harbor, they gave a daring exhibition on 

a rail-less platform, thirty feet above the swirling 

waters of New York’s East River.  They were 

featured in Pathe newsreels and shorts.  They 

appeared in the first sound reel ever made in 

England.  

During the early 

1930’s, they 

performed at 

rinks in the 

United States, 

usually staying 

for some time at 

each to coach 

skaters, to teach 

organists the proper tempo for dance skating, and to 

institute a general reorganization program.  Toward 

the end of their performing days, Betty Lytle was 



part of the act.  Betty went on to teach at Vic 

Brown’s famous Dreamland 

Arena in Newark, New 

Jersey, and was the Hyde 

Roller Boots main logo, with 

its ad of her in a spread-

eagle position.  

 

On July 2 1934, Earl & Inez, 

together with Harry 

Bickmeyer, opened the 

Mineola Roller Rink in 

Mineola, New York.  They had pot-bellied stoves for 

heat, and only 43 people inside, four employees and 

39 cash customers.  Having once been a cattle 

exhibition barn, the 

building that housed 

the rink received 

several improvements 

over the years. In 1937 

they enlarged the rink 

and redecorated 

everything. Some such 

improvements included 

a silver ceiling and 

walls covered in blue 

silk.  

  

Mineola was the first rink to have a Hammond organ 

and Novachord installed and was the first to feature 

twin organs and a separate beginners’ rink.  Earl 

and Inez wanted to “clean up” the image of roller 

rinks.  They wanted to bring the rink up from the 

level of the pool hall “hangout” and make it a place 

of recreation for adults and children.  They 

organized the first dance and figure roller skating 

club in the country for the average skater.  They 

made Mineola the home of dance skating, and 

started the dance skating craze which swept the 

country in the late 1930’s. 

By 1939, dance skating had caught a firm enough 

hold for Mineola to sponsor the first United States 

Dance Skating contest.  In 1941 they produced the 

first roller skating carnival in New York’s Madison 

Square Garden, and many in rink shows.  Earl & 

Inez produced bumper crops of champions and 

professionals, such as Bill and Dot Opatrny, Betty 

Lytle, Eddie O’Neill, Cliff and Mildred Wilkins, Cliff 

and Mildred Neschke, Barbara Killip Gallagher and 

many additional stars. They were generally credited 

with being the founders of skate dancing in this 

country.  Earl 

manufactured the 

Liberty roller skate 

during the 1940’s, and 

it was a top-seller.  At 

one time the Mineola 

Rink had a paid 

membership of 7,000 

members, with 60 

individual clubs 

regarding the famous 

rink as home.  At that 

time the Blue Laws for 

business open on 

Sundays were very strict, so Earl had regular 

patrons join the club, and it was run they ran as a 

private “club only” session on Sundays. 

Shortly after World War II ended, Van and Inez were 

divorced, and he married Jean White, his champion 

figure skating pupil, who later became one of his rink 

professionals.  Earl and Inez remained on friendly 

terms and Inez stayed on at Mineola to assist Earl 

with management of the rink.  In October of 1959 he 

died, having been shot by his wife.   

The rink was razed the following August to make 

way for construction of the new Nassau County 

courthouse, causing the rest of the Mineola legend 

to pass into history, but not be forgotten. Earl and 

Inez were inducted into the USARS Coaches Hall of 

Fame in 1994.   

Inez remarried to a Mr. Paul Wepy.  They lived in St. 

James Long Island, New York. 

New and Renewing Members 

Bob Babcock 
Judy Baron-Fultz 

L.R. Brown 
Bob & Jeanne Housholder 

Robert Labriola 
Ralph Marinelli 

Catherine Moberly 
James Moulton 

Anne Pals 
Pattison West Skating Center 

Victor Rodriguez 
Jon Roux 

James Turner 



As a Member of the National Museum or Roller 

Skating, your Support is Essential - Thank you for 

enabling the preservation of the rich history of the 

sport, business and recreation of roller skating. 
 

Museum Board of Trustees 
Annelle Anderson - President, Fort Worth, TX 

Kim Wall - Vice President, Fort Wayne, IN 
George Pickard -Treasurer, Lincoln, NE 

Dianne Braun, Holotes, TX 
Chester Fried, South River, NJ 

Nellie Anderson Lillie, New York, NY 
Howard "Bud" Engle, Cleveland, OH 

Ed Hughes, Liberty, MO 
Judith Young Link, Mays Landing, NJ 

DominicCangelosi, Glendale, CA 
Allan Bacon, Richland, WA 

Michael Jacques, Roseville, CA 
Linda Miner, Donora, PA 

William Hoefler, Hadley MA 
Randy Ray, Centralia, WA 

Charlene Conway, Lakeville, MA 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Benefactor Museum Members ($500+) 

Dan & Kim Brown   Flint  MI 

Wendy Browne   Las Vegas NV 
Dominic Cangelosi  Glendale CA 
Charlene Conway   Lakeville  MA 
Dennis Ellmaurer   Fox Point WI 
Bud & Shirley Engle  Cleveland OH 
Judy T. Graves   Friedheim MO 
Trace Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Jim & Sharon McMahon  Danville   IL 
Linda Miner   Donora  PA 
Roller Skating Association  Indianapolis IN 
USA Roller Sports  Lincoln  NE 
Connie Wahlig   Hockessin DE 
 
Patron ($250) 
Annelle & Bob Anderson  Fort Worth TX 
Bob Babcock   Ray Township MI 
Alan & Judy Bacon  Richland  WA 
LR Brown   Old Hickory TN 
Crazy Skates   San Diego CA 
Joe and Betty Ann Danna  Lakewood R. FL 
Gary Englund   Burlington WA 
Brian Gamsby   Sarasota FL 
Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman Marietta  GA 
Tina Robertson   Topeka  KS 
Harry & Lori Walker  Ft. Worth TX 
 
Associate Patron ($100) 
Judy Baron-Fultz   Evanston IL 
Edwina & Roger Hansen  Cologne  NJ 
Hansen's Holiday Skate Center Elkhart   IN 
Hansen's Eastlake Skate Center Warsaw  IN 
Hansen-Smith's Easley Skate Ctr Easley  SC 



Steve Hinkle   Voorhees NJ 
Bill & Tanya Hoefler  Hadley  MA 
Melanie Holt   Houston  TX 
Michael & Pat Jacques  Granite Bay CA 
Linda Katz/Rinksider  Columbus OH 
Cecelia Kelley   Bloomfield Hills MI 
Bob and Irene LaBriola  Fountain Valley CA 
Nellie & Rob Lillie   New York NY 
Ralph Marinelli   Ventnor   NJ 
Nadine Meis   Sun City  AZ 
John Miller   Greencastle PA 
Beth Wahlig Nolan  Newark  DE 
Anne Pals   St. Charles MO 
George & Suzanne Pickard Lincoln  NE 
Anthony Profaci   Keyport  NJ 
Glenn Ramsey   Roanoke VA 
Tina Robertson   Topeka  KS 
RSA Section 2   Bakersfield CA 
RSA Section1   Centralia WA 
Bill Sahly   St. Louis Park MN 
Cort  Wahlig   Newark  DE 
Marie Walker   Wellsville KS 
Kim Wall    Fort Wayne IN 
 
Donor ($50) 
Buggy Allmond   Harrisonburg VA 
Enid Busser   Long Beach CA 
Heather Doyle   Cordova  TN 
Dawn Gonzales   Loomis  CA 
Jim Hafner   Brenham TX 
Jordan Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Delaney Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Ella Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Ted Hansford   St. Petersburg FL 
Brian Heersink   Livonia  MI 
Bob & Jeanne Housholder  Champaign IL 
Janet Jordan   Voorhees NJ 
Renee Kitts   Lewis Center OH 
Lynden Skateway   Lynden  WA 
Mary Lock   Reading  MA 
Dorothy McDonald  Independence MO 
John Miller   Greencastle PA 
National Skate Distributors  Tacoma  WA 
Janet Pavilonis   Lake Worth FL 
Dennis Pickard   Liberty  MO 
Donna Rhodes   Newton  NC 
William Schneider  Johnstown PA 
Sigrid Semien   Lufkin  TX 
Michael Sheedy   Lynnwood WA 
James & Faye Shoemake  Hendersonville TN 
Sin City Skates   San Diego CA 
Skagit Skate   Burlington WA 
 
Skate World West  Billings  MT 
Bill & Marian Spooner  Battle Ground WA 

Alfred Taglang   Riverview FL 
Jim Turner   Milwaukee  WI 
Joseph Wagner   Algonquin IL 
 
Individual/Family ($35) 
Phyllis Bennett   North Dartmouth MA 
Jose Bordas   Miami  FL 
Robert & Diane Braun  Helotes  TX 
Marion Cherubini   Marshfield MA 
Stephanie Creswell  Elkton  MD 
Peter Dolan   Texas City TX 
Carey Elder   Marlton  NJ 
Chrissy Ellis   Douglasville GA 
Sue Filo    Stuart  FL 
Jeri and John Fahrni  Deadwood SD 
Fleming Family   Northridge CA 
Doug & Christy Foual  Baton Rouge LA 
Cynthia Gates   Newmarket NH 
Susan Geary   Surprise  AZ 
Sylvia Haffke   Covington GA 
Mary Hayes   Northbrook IL 
Charlotte Heath   El Dorado Hills CA 
Ed & Mary Ellen Hughes  Liberty  MO 
Tom Hughes   Anchorage AK 
Robert & Jacqueline Kane  Houston  TX 
Elizabeth Korjenek  Albuquerque NM 
Tim Laskey   Colusa  CA 
Gloria Manning   Miami  FL 
Catherine Moberly  Renton  WA 
James Moulton   Portland  OR 
Louise Neal   Saylorsburg PA 
Michael Nelson   Santa Rosa CA 
Elizabeth Novak   Waterford MI 
Edie Plimpton Fleeman  Durham  NC 
Pattison’s West   Federal Way WA 
Janet Pavilonis   Lake Worth FL 
Steve and Gloria Poulsen  Basking Ridge NJ 
Wayne Ramsey   Mableton GA 
Randy Ray   Centralia WA 
Amy Readshaw   Coraopolis PA 
Marilyn Roberts   New York NY 
Victor Rodriguez   Voorhees  NJ 
Jon Roux   McMurray PA 
RSA Section 5   San Antonio TX 
Gail Rushing   Dallas  TX 
Tom Russo   Myrtle Beach SC 
Lori Schade Shelly  Coopersburg PA 
Erika Schaefer   Lincoln  NE 
Dave Schafer   Midland  MI 
Ellie Shattuck   San Francisco CA 
Richard Sholes   Cranston RI 
Jerry & Barbara Shores  St. Joseph MO 
Kathy Tini   Douglassville PA 
Judith Young Link   Mays Landing NJ 
Katie Znamenacek  Oak View CA

 


