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MUSEUM RE-OPENS

IN GRAND STYLE

- The National Museum of Roller Skating
re-opened its doors April 5, 1991, with
a special VIP showing of the new exhibit
hall, and new collections. The museum
officially closed its doors to the public at
the old location, 7700 "A" Street last
October. The collections, display cases,
and archives were moved the end of
December to the museum’s new home
in the building purchased and
renovated by the U.S. Amateur Con-
federation of Roller Skating at 4730
South Street, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Making the weekend truly special was
the visit by the Plimpton family. Miss
Elizabeth Plimpton was our honored
guest, along with her brother, Robert
Hall Plimpton, and his two daughters,
Edie Plimpton Reynolds, and Jan
Plimpton, and his two grandchildren,
William and Katie Reynolds.

Mike Brooslin, former Director of the
museum who is now with the Basketball
Hall of Fame, was also present for the
re-opening.

Miss Elizabeth Plimpton and William
Reynolds.




Because of the larger exhibition area,
sixteen new display cases have been
added. These cases were given to the
museum by USAC/RS. The "old" dis-
play cases were given to the museum by
the RSA. The museum is extremely
grateful to these two organizations for
their continued support of our opera-
tions.

The new exhibit hall is a wonderful
space with 40 exhibit cases filled with
nearly 1200 different models of roller
skates. (The museum began 10 years
ago, with only 16 pairs of skates.) The
cases are highlighted with graphic
documentation of the history of the
skate as invention; as well as a history
of the sport and the people involved in
it, along with roller skating as entertain-
ment, recreation, and an intregal part of
American life.

The move and its planning stages have
taken a number of months of intensive
work, but the results are definitely
worth it. Visitors to the museum will be
astounded at the depth of the collection.
The museum is an exciting, interesting
place, with a very complex story to tell.
The honorary membership of the
museum should be very proud of what
their support has provided and
preserved. We hope that each and every
one of you will be able to visit it and see
what your support has done for roller
skating.

MUSEUM ACQUIRES
PLIMPTON, LUDASCHER
COLLECTIONS

The collections of the National Museum
of Roller Skating took a giant leap with
the acquisition of the James Leonard
Plimpton collection of skates, artifacts
and historical papers. Miss Elizabeth
Plimpton of Newton Center, Mas-
sachusetts made the generous gift to the
museum on September 25, 1990. Miss
Plimpton’s grandfather, James Leonard
Plimpton, is the acknowledged father of
modern roller skating. His invention of
the circular running skate in 1863
enabled skaters to steer the roller skate
by leaning the body to the right or left--a
feat that was impossible on the versions
of in-line skates that preceded
Plimpton’s invention.

The skate was so successful and roller
skating became so popular that many
inventors of the 1870s immediately
developed guidable skates of their own.
Plimpton sued these manufacturers for
patent infringement and won his suits—
thus preventing their continued
manufacture.

The skates acquired in the Plimpton
collection include many of these "in-
fringers" both American and English,
and many of them bear Plimpton’s own
labels as to manufacturer and patent
date.




In addition to the skates, the museum
acquired a wonderful resource for its
archives, the Plimpton Papers. A large
portion of the papers includes the
patent infringement suit papers, both
from the United States and English
Courts.

The gift also included papers and
artifacts of Henry Richardson Plimpton,
Miss Plimpton’s father, and son of
James Leonard. Henry Richardson
Plimpton invented a ball-bearing device
for wooden wheels.

This collection is an outstanding
resource for the museum, filling in
many of the "missing pieces." The
papers have already proven invaluable
as we have been able to identify skates
we had in the collection previously, and
identify skates we would like to acquire.

We feel extremely fortunate in being
chosen as the proper place for these
wonderful treasures and we wish to
thank Miss Plimpton for her most
generous and deeply appreciated gift.

Through generous donations by Mr. &
Mrs. Gordon Van Roekel, Mr. & Mrs.
Charles Wahlig, Mr. & Mrs. Bert Ansel-
mi, Mr. Robert Bollinger, Nazzaro
Enterprises, and Sure-Grip Internation-
al Company, the museum was able to
acquire much of the W.C. Ludascher
Collection. This diverse collection rep-
resents years of acquisition by Mr.
Ludascher of Eddington, Pennsylvania.
The collection consists of many rare and
unique skates, among them, the
Petitbled skate, the first patented roller
skate dating from 1819.

Robert Hall Plimpton and Mr. Robert Bollinger




Also included is a Ritter Road Skate, a
unique contraption that looks like a
small bicycle that dates from 1897. The
collection also included an original
Cheret lithograph from 1876, and two
beautiful oil paintings depicting 19th
century roller skating. Many, many
photographs, graphics, cartoons, adver-
tisements, and magazine covers were
also part of this collection. The Ludas-
cher Collection complements the
Plimpton Collection—enabling the
museum to document the skate as in-
vention, and roller skating’s total in-
tegration with American life. The
museum and its Board of Trustees are
grateful to these wonderful Friends for
bringing this unique and outstanding
collection to the museum.
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William Reynolds stands before a

portrait of his Great-great Grand-
father, James Leonard Plimpton.

MUSEUM INITIATES NEW
MEMORIAL PROGRAM

The Board of Trustees has inaugurated
a new memorial program here at the
National Museum of Roller Skating.
The program involves memorial plaques
being installed in the museum to honor
individuals whose lives were dedicated
to roller skating.

The first memeorial plaque established
at the museum is dedicated to Frank
Datillio in loving memory by the A.R.O.
Proceeds from this program will be used
to further the activities of the museum.
For more information about this pro-
gram, please contact the museum’s
director and curator.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER
SKATING BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Bert Anselmi, President, Pontiac, MI;
Robert Bollinger, Portland, OR; Frank
Cernik, Omaha, NE; Marvin Facher, Short
Hills, NJ; Chester Fried, Vice-President,
South River, NJ; Ken Leigh, Lincoln, NE;
Mills Lynn, Charleston WV; Joe Nazzaro,
Jr., Euless, TX; George Pickard,
Secretary-Treasurer, Lincoln, NE; Gordon
Van Roekel, Temecula, CA; Charles Wah-
lig, Newark, DE; Richard G. Young, War-
wick, RI.

Trustees Emeritii: Michael Brooslin,
Springfield, MA; James Turner, Mil-
waukee, WI

Barbara Sorenson, Director and Curator

Historical Roller Skating Overview is the
newsletter of the National Museum of
Roller Skating. It is available only
through honorary membership in the
museum. Minimum annual contribution
is $15.00. All inquiries, comments
should be sent to the Museum Director,
P. O. Box 6579, Lincoln, NE 68506.
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MUSEUM SEEKING
DONATIONS FOR
NEW VIDEO

The museum wants to produce a special
video highlighting the collections of the
museum and telling the story of the
history of roller skating. Funds are
needed to do this. Frank Cernik,
Omaha, Nebraska, has kicked-off this
drive with a generous donation. If you
would like to be part of seeing this hap-
pen, please send in a check to the
museum specifying that the money is to
be used for this project. We are current-
ly getting bids on how much it would
cost to have this video professionally
produced. Wouldn't it be nice to have
our own video tape similar to the
wonderful "Civil War" series recently
shown on PBS? This tape could be used
by libraries, schools, rinks, clubs,
anyone interested in skating and in the
history of the sport.

LET'S GO ON A
TREASURE HUNT!

Know of any unusual or rare skates?
The museum is looking for additions to
its collections. A Treasure Hunt is being
undertaken to find unique skates for the
museum’s collections. This hunt
begins with this announcement and will
continue until May 1, 1992. A special
plaque will be given to the individual
who finds and donates the most unique
or rare roller skate.

All donors will receive honorary mem-
bership in the museum for a year, and
receive a museum patch or the
Museum’s book, The First Fifty Years.

Watch out for those old skates at garage
sales, flea markets, and antique shops
and shows!

MUSEUM WISH LIST

To help you on your treasure hunt, the
museum would love to acquire any of
the following:

The Victor Club Skate, manufac-
tured by the Victor Skate Works,
Richmond, Indiana, circa 1880s.
This skate had a steel plate with a
molded arch, adjustable toe clamps
and leather heel straps.
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The Banner Skate, manufactured by
the Banner Skate Works, Richmond,
Indiana was very similar to the Victor
Club Skate but a cheaper model.

The Raymond Skate, manufactured
in Boston, MA, came on the market
in the 1880s shortly after Plimpton’s
patents expired. It was adjustable
with toe and wooden wheels.

The New Era Skate Company
produced a skate in 1884 that had a
patented safety cap over the wheels.
It was produced by F. P. Baker &
Company of Boston.

<

The Brighton Skate, patented by Mal-
colmson, was one of the famous
skates that Plimpton sued for patent
infringement in the 1870s. It is an
English skate, as is Eldridge’s patent
Reversible Wheel Rink Skate, circa
1870s.

There are a number of others out there,
as the Penney Parlor Skate that would
immensely add to the museum'’s
documentation of the development of
the roller skate. What can you find?

¥‘—____




HONORARY MEMBERSHIP OF THE
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER SKATING AS OF 1/31/91.

BENEFACTORS

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Anselmi
John Eisenzimmer

Mr. Robert Bollinger

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Nazzaro

PATRONS

George Pickard

Frank & Phyllis Cernik
Marcia Smith

Southwest Pacific Section
Ohio Chapter

Coca-Cola USA
Heartland Section

Skate World of Troy

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Facher
L. R. Brown

Joe Champa

ASSOCIATE PATRONS
Harry Ball

Skate Junction

Rose Martin

Skate Depot

Bettie Jennings

Robert & Joan LaBriola
Susan Maiolo

Thomas Obert

L. Barry Knittel

Mr. & Mrs. J. Nemanich
Charlotte Groves
Marguerite Levenson

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Wozniak
Roller Derby Skates

Gary & Susan Fudge
Omar & Dolores Dunn
Kim Eisenzimmer

Eric & Barbara Englund
Ray Rendfrey

Leita Couey

Mr. & Mrs. Al Kish

Skate World, Inc.
Rockville Skating Associates
Laurel Skating Associates
Pasadena Skating Associates
Partners Four, Inc.
Dennis Huckaby

Ernest Ingles

Richard Jones

Bruce & Barbara Pearson
E. W. Ramsey

Seth Scott

Seabrook Skating Center
Alvin Strunk

Anthony Wipperfurth

Bill & Gladys Kelly

James E. Wall

Annelle Anderson

Harry Walker

Manuel Lopez

Charles & Connie Wahlig
Lillian Sarnelli

DONORS

Bob-A-Lu Skate Center
August Carniglia
Riedell Shoes

Virginia Turnbull

Bill Sisson

Elaine Minch

Joe Chester

Gene & Robbie Cox
Jim DiGiacobbe

Walter Frazier

John & Ramona Muse
Clifford Nazzaro

Judy Harkelrood-Skate World
Cindy O’Drago

Ted Rendfrey

Les & Joan Diener
Robert Kushner

Mr. & Mrs. William McDonald
Coliseum Roller Rink
Noble Craver

John Milligan

Pam & Roy Huckaby

INDIVIDUAL /FAMILY
Holly Bernard
Virginia Bertovich
Marie Bessler
Tammie Bolt
Dorinda Ford
Melissa Francis
Charles G. Gahn
David A. Gomes
Marylu Hall
Tammy Kettunen
Justin Mettry
Deborah L. Murphy
Bobbi Murphy
Julia Rivera

Sam Snyder
Jennifer Stewart
Anna G. Supe
Keren Tonnesen
Irene Ballard
Kathie Lou Davis
Patricia Hanaway
Joleen Harris
Dolores Pillow
Jerry Damschroder
Adele Kiefer

Frank Magrino

William Martin, Jr.
Ellen Patterson

Roger Adams

Richard Aldrich

Jerry Anderson

Pamela Beecroft

Robert & Sharon Behrendt
Peggy Wallace Boucher
Mrs. Ella Diotte

Myrna Elliott

Evelyn Fisher

Chester Fried

Donald & Margaret Ham
Michael Jacques

Joel Aranson

Arnold D. Kueker

Linda Miner

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Mirelli
Elizabeth W. Plimpton
John Pummill

Robert Purcell

Frances Rothenberg
Charles Schroer

Mrs. J. H. Spencer
Jack Walker

Helen Wheeler

Juergen & Annetta Buettner
Vladmir Groark
Lawrence Lavieri
Jessica Sacavage

Sydley Skolnik

Yvonne Bandemer
Gordon Bennett
Munsey Crost

Randy Hollifield

Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Harry Michael
Jacqueline Morea
Jennie Newsome

Jim Pringle

Todd Reese

George & Dorothy Schweigert
Ken Whittemore, D. C.
Jill Zimmerman

Charles W. Anderson, Jr.
Kevin Graham

James Michael Holliday
Rufi Klim

Raymond P. Marvin
Sharon Roberts

Cheryl Rosak

Robert Teregan

Vickie Wilson

Diane Fearn-Stoddard
Michelle Jalonski

Erin McCarthy




William & Kathleen Neely
Patricia Sieminski

Lois C. Beheim

Lee Moniz

Sam Nieswizski

Paul Sims

David Waugh

Bruce W. Batson

Robert Gormley

Pamela Hoppell

Barbara Kimmich

Scott Mankins

John Matejec

Mr. & Mrs. Thorton Moore
Arlene Rowland

James Sternadel

James Thomas

Dorothy Tiffin

Wanda Young

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bolander
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bolton
Cheryl Bratton

Farley Burris

Robbie Campbell

Frances Mary Cooley
Bernadean Howard
Sandra Jefferson

Randall B. Meadows
Anne Pals

Ruth Patterson

Robert Hall Plimpton
Carolyn Sliger Porter

Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Revilla
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shanks
Frank Torries

H. D. White

Bernadette Williams
Shirley Wirtel

Frank Zottoli, Jr.

David Binder

Tom & Judy Ford

Alicen M. Harper
Barbara McKendry

Eve Moskowitz

Mr. & Mrs. D. Rayburn Neisch
Elizabeth & Richard Purdy
Judith Robson

Marianne Vezerian
Eugene Wood

Thomas Andrew

Robert Buchanan

Daniel Chisholm

Marcia Dildine

Sandra Hisaw

Tom Jackson

Deborah Jaromack
Michelle Jaromack
Jeanne A. King

Leo LaMay

Jean Libby

Phyllis Peterson
Carol Quarter
Kathryn Thain

Angie Vasilakis

John Edmunds

Ron & Betty Lasley
Ida McBride
Margaret Morse
Wilbur Petterson
Henry A. Plimpton
Tracker Designs Ltd.
Jewel Compton

Mr. Ed Falconer
Buzz Kerwin

Jeanne & Bently Robison
Ronald Robovitsky
Bonnie Salt

Bert Widd

Pamela Beckham
David Butler

Mary Coss

Meg & Ron Haagenstad
Steven & Jane LaRue
Marilyn Rosinski
Stanley Sherman
David & Marian Sutherland
Bryce Whitmore
Jason Beek

Jared Beek

Brad Brandner

C. William & Donna Davis
Dennis Ellmaurer
Jonathan Fish
James Gonzales
Clifford Korbel
Rachel Lakes

Harold Lester

Mark Lowry

Jimmy Rogers

Alyse B. Schwartz
Tina Siegler

William Tessicini
Eric Withers

Brandi Allen

Patricia Amburgey
Megan Hinson

John & Linda Martin
Jolinda Stych
Dennis White
Melissa & Crystal Woosley

Matt Arthen

Sara Hogan
Tracy Isner
Sabreen Kincaid
Michael Langworthy
Lynn Nipper
Heather Norman
Richard Kihs
Shari Markswich
Corinne Strebig
Cheryl Barnes
Kristina Betts
Kirk Davis

Sue Dooley

John Fathorpe
Chris Little

Tom Martinsen
Michael McKeown
Judith Piller
Susan Podejko
Roger Pout

Rena Sahota
Pryia Sahota
Janis Sartuche
Dorothy Van Court
Marilla Cervetti
Mrs. Kathleen Gale
Heather Lacayo
Phyllis McMurtry
William Ferraro
Bill & Marian Spooner
Mack & Beverly Harris
Mrs. Margaret Hicks
Nance Kirk

Raymond Marvin

M. M. Shattuck
Richard Hawkins

Jan McNair

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Gaydos
Dr. M. A. Martin
Rebecca Nazark
Robert Campbell
Donna-Linn McLaurin
Robert Travarca

Jane Butera

William Gibbs

Jay Greeley

Sue Pemberton

Kathy Morrison

Wes Stinson

Irene Fritz

Dorothy Stillwagon
Jim Hafner

Ursula B. Jones

C. W. Lowe

We thank you all so very much! Because of you we are able to provide a great
service to the skating community and to the general public. Much of the very
fragile history of roller skating has been preserved for your enjoyment and for
the education and pleasure of generations to come. THANK YOU!
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