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CURATOR'S CORNER

Michael W. Brooslin, The end of another year is upon us, and with it,
Director & Curator the season for giving. On behalf of the Museum
Board of Trustees, I would like to thank all our
BOARD OF TRUSTEES honorary members who have given generously to
support the museum's activities in the past year.
Mr. Bert Anselmi, President Through your contributions, the museum has been able
Pontiac, MI to grow, both in terms of our collections, and in

how those collections items are used to educate the

Mr. Robert Bollinger public about the history of our sport and industry.

Forlland OR The collections now contain approximately 15,000
Mr. Marvin Facher objects, 11,000 photographs and 200 feet of shelves
Elizabeth, NJ stocked with 600 books and countless magazines and
scrapbooks. In the past year over 6,000 visitors
Mr. Chester D. Fried have seen the museum, including many school groups,
South River, NJ and a further 12,000 people have learned about the
history of roller skating through the travelling
Mr. W. C. Ludascher exhibits which were displayed at the different
Eddington, PA State and Regional Championships. Research with

collections, in addition to providing stories for

Mr. Geerge Ficlkard this newsletter, has generated articles on the

MIBCEIEEE history of roller skating in the Chicago Tribune,
Mr. James Turner Omni Magazine, and for the CBS Network along with
Waukeshaw, WI several syndicated television shows. An article in
Smithsonian Magazine is scheduled for next Spring.
Mr. Richard G. Young A1l of this was made possible by your support. We
Warwick, RI would like to publically acknowledge and thank all

of our honorary members listed in this newsletter
for your assistance, and wish everyone a happy
holiday season and New Year.

The newsletter of the National
Museum of Roller Skating is
available only through
membership in the museum.

Minimum annual contribution I would also like to take this opportunity to

is $15. The newsletter is thank those of you who took the time to drop me a
published 4 times a year to letter either nominating, or in support of, an
inform the museum’s honorary individual or team eligible for election to the
members of happenings at the USAC/RS Amateur Athletes Roller Skating Hall of
museum and about aspects of Fame. All your letters shall be included in the
roller history. Although the information files presented to the Hall of Fame
museum cannot pay for Committee in January. The three individuals or
articles, contributions by the teams selected for induction into the Hall of Fame

readers are welcome. All
articles, inquiries or comments
should be sent to the Museum
Curator.

in 1986 will be announced in the March newsletter.




THE ORIGINS OF FIGURE SKATING - PART II

During the 1840's, two Englishmen, Mr. H. E.
Vandervell and Mr. Maxwell Witham, began a
project to notate all possible figures using
the basic movements of that time: the edge,
three, que and loop, in various combinations.
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PLAIN EDGE LOOP CHANGE OF EDGE

During the Winter of 1860-1861, Vandervell

was experimenting with a one foot turn, from
inside forward to inside back.
this move the "rocking turn" because of the
rocking motion created during execution of
the movement. Actually, we know Vandervell's
turn now as the modern "counter" turn.

In the years between 1878 and 1881, two
students from Oxford University, Mr. Monier-
Williams and Mr. Pidgeon, were practicing
Vandervell's rocking turn in the reverse
rotation. Pidgeon called this movement the
"Three Quarter Turn." Later, this was
renamed the "reverse rocking turn," and
Vandervell's original movement became known
as the "counter rocking turn." In time,
these names have been shortened, and have
continued in use, the modern terminology
being "rocker" and "counter" turns.
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Above: The "Basic" plain figures which were developed
into the modern school of figures from 1880 to 1910.
Left: Basic Beaks, Cross-cuts and Anvils, used in
combinations for fancy figure competitions, 1880-1910.

The "Bracket" turn was named for the shape of the
figure that was traced on the skating surface (probably
ice). This turn was actually invented on roller skates
by Maxwell Witham sometime during the late 1850's.
There is some evidence that the "Bracket" was not done
on ice until twenty years later (when it acquired its
name) after Witham had published a diagram of the turn
along with several others in 1880.

In 1865, the American Ballet Master and ice skating
champion Jackson Haines took the European skating scene
by storm. His dashing style and graceful movements

became the basis for modern International Style figure
skating. Jackson Haines's students in Europe were the
leaders in developing both figure and free style roller
skating competitions, and in the organization of the

first World Figure Skating Championships during the
1880's. Haines was an excellent roller skater and enjoyed
performing on both ice and on rollers. He became a stage
star using roller skates (in imitation of ice skates) in
the opera '"Le Profete" by Jacques Meyerbeer. Though better
known for his free style skating, Haines was a stickler
for precise figures. He believed that a skater must first
master the art of figure skating before, and as a needeqd
prerequisite for, a free skating FOUIEILAE




During the 1880's, figure skating competitions were conducted with basic, or school figures
used for the elimination rounds, and special "fancy" figures used in the finals. The school
figures and some of the basic "fancy" movements are shown opposite. The basic or school
figures of .that era have since developed into the modern competitive figures. The basic
"fancy" movements were combined to form intricate figures. Below are shown a set of
European "Fancy" or "Special" figures, used in a 1900 figure skating championship meet.

The fancy figures were never that
popular to do on roller skates as

YN opon.ice skates, as the intent of
that era was the picture of the
tracings left upon the ice, rather
than the execution of the movement.
To a large extent, figures were
looked upon as an "art" form

rather than as a competition.

However, figures were indeed

important to the developing sport
of roller skating, as the figure competitions were often used for inventing new jumps and
spins. It was not unusual for a competitor in the finals of a skating meet to be given the
option of doing either a special figure or a free skating exhibition. By the turn of the
century, there were 41 basic figures used in competitions by the International Skating Union.
Since that time, several turns have been added ("mohawks") in American competitions, however
figure skating meets remain much the same as they were in Europe over 80 years ago.

Right: A skate designed exclusively for
figure skating by William A. Leggo of
Montreal and Francis C. Ireland of Quebec
in 1876, and patented May 29, 1877. The
springs which press against the axles

keep them horizontal and at right angles
to the longitudinal axis of the skate so
long as the skate is in an upright
position. When the skater leans his foot
to the right or left, the axle will move
in such a manner as to take the skate in
that direction (84.46.11, Van Roekel Patent
Model Collection; Gift of G.B. Van Roekel).
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Book Review: Schaatsen en Schaatsenmakers in de 19e en 20e eeuw, by A,C. Broere. Rijksmuseum
voor Volkskunde, Arnhem, Holland, 1985. 80pp., Black & White illustrations, paper covers.

We recently received a copy of "Schaatsen en Schaatsenmakers" (Skates and Skate-makers),
written by the museum's Honorary Member A.C. Broere. Although it is to be regreted that

this little volume covers only Dutch ice skates and not roller skates, for those who are
interested in the parallel development of ice skates, this book is a true value (and really
compliments the museum's "First Fifty Years" book). Written in Dutch and covering not only
skates but also skating advertising and the manufacturing process, the book is lavishly
illustrated with objects from both the Rijksmuseum's collection, and Mr. Broere's personal
collection. Very informative is the section dealing with the different stampings of the
various manufacturers. There is an English summary of the text at the end of the volume, and
all of the captions to the illustrations are in Dutch and English. If you are interested in
ice skating along with rollers, this volume should not be missed. Copies are available at

a cost of $10.00 (including shipping) from the author: A.C. Broere, Dr.Schaepmanstr 5,

6941 CH Didam, HOLLAND.




HUMOROUS ROLLER SKATING

The sport and pastime of roller skating has always gathered quite a bit of attention from
the media, and has been poked fun of, from the 1880's to the present day. Much of the
exposure the sport and industry has generated in the newspapers was in the form of cartoons
and amusing. anecdotes, depicting how roller skating was perceived (correctly or incorrectly)
at the time. During the 1880's, the famous cartoonist Nash, who worked for the popular
"Harpers Weekly" drew several caricatures using roller skating as a theme. This was later
picked-up by the artist S. Earl in his "Roller Skating Craze" series (below). One can still
occassionally find a roller skating cartoon in today's newspapers, in series such as "Dennis
the Menace." The following are but a small selection from the drawings of Nash, Earl and
others, along with a humorous short article on the "Roller Skating Craze" of 1883 which
originally appeared in the Massachusetts newspaper "Hood's Item." ,
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THE ROLLER-SKATE MANIA.

A DRAWING BY THE FAMOUS CARTOONIST, NAST
From Harper's Weekly, 1885

The Roller Skating Craze Back in °83

Here’s a newspaper item clipped
from the ‘“Hood’s Item’ of that
day which gives some indication
of the universal popularity of roller
skating back in the 1880's.

Peter Brown left Brockton, Mass.,
about three years ago, and last
week he returned, and just as he
was strolling down the street of
his native town, he met a farmer
by the name of Smith, who was
not prosperous when he left, and
lived just outside of town. Brown
was surprised to see the granger

. attired in a dress suit, with a silk
hat, and a big diamond pin blaz-
ing on his shirt front, and he
inquired: *

‘“‘Been to a funeral today?”

‘“Why bless you, no.”

“No? I see you have on your
best clothes. Are you farming yet?"’

“Farming? Well, I should say
not. I am running a roller skating
rink down here.”

“Where is your son Jim?"

“Oh, he’s running a rink in Hart-
ford.”

“And your daughter Liz?"

“She's skating under the man-
agement of Tim Jones in a Bos-
ton rink.”

‘“And your wife?”

‘“‘She skipped out with Professor
Meechin, an instructor that I hired
when I opened the rink.”

‘Is Reverend Longersman preach-
ing here still?”’

‘““No, he resigned from the min-
istry and is now a rink instructor.”

‘““Who’'s preaching in his place?’”’

‘““Nobody.”’

‘“Nobody? What's the matter?”’

“Church turned into a skating
rink.”

‘“You don't say!”

‘“Yes, true as preachin’.”

‘“Where's Bill Beck, the grocery-
man?"’ *

‘“He went out of the business.a
year ago. He's got the ice cream
stand at my rink.”

‘“Pshaw! Where's Aunt Sally
Bacon and Deacon Schultzer?”’

‘“Why dang it all, they're travel-
ling around visiting rinks doing the
old man and old woman act on
skates. I tell you they're good."”

“Is anybody left in the town who
does not skate?”’

“Yes.”

““Where are they?"’

“Up in the cemetery on the hill.”

Dennis the
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A sincere thanks to all of the Museum's Honorary Members for their contributions during the

1984-1985 season.

Benefactors:

Robert Bollinger
Chicago Roller Skate Co.
Coca-Cola U.S.A.

John Eisenzimmer

Joseph Nazzaro, Sr.
Pepsi-Cola, Inc.
R.S.R.0.A.

U:S:A:Ce/R:Ss

Patrons:

Bert & Lynn Anselmi
Gary J. Castro
Charlotte Groves

Bill & Gladys Kelly
Alfred W. Kish

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Lopez
Ron & Dana Miner

Associate Patrons:

Annelle Anderson
James Boyd

L.R. Brown

Armand Champa
Marvin L. Facher
Robert Fuhst
Bettie Jennings

L. Barry Knittel
Robert LaBriola
Susan C. Maiolo
John & Ramona Muse
David C. Naro
Thomas J. Obert
George H. Pickard
Oscar Selzer

R.E. Trotter

Budd Van Roekel
Charles & Connie Wahlig

Donars:

John R. Adams

Jerry Anderson

Bob-A-Lu Skate Center
Douglas Breniser

Gene & Robbie Cox

Jerry Damschroder

Cecil Davis

Les & Joan Diener

Kim Eisenzimmer

Eric & Barbara Englund
Rodney D. Foster
Walter Frazier

Jim & Doris Giardini
Sylvia Haffke

Jim Hafner

Dan & Jeanette King
Robert Kushner

C.W. Lowe

Rose L. Martin

Bill & Dorothy McDonald
Joe & Nancie Nemanich
Mr. & Mrs. Dwayne Peacock
Bruce & Barbara Pearson
Dale Pritchard

Riedell Shoes, Inc.
Roller Towne Artistic Club
Seth Scott

Bill Sisson

Rita Sommers

David Tassinari

William D. Thomas

Jean & Lou Trefes

Walter P, Turnbull

Mr. & Mrs. George Vitale
Karl Wall

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Wozniak

Individual & Families:

Andrew Adams

Robert Ahlstedt
Thomas J. Andrew
Joel Aranson

Melissa Backes

J. Bais

Susan Baker

Greg Ball

Irene P. Ballard
Larry Balma

Kathy Barilla

Robert & Sharon Behrendt
Gordon M, Bennett
Marie Bessler

David. W. Binder
Yvonne A. Bishop

Gus & Joyce Bordens
Earl Brainard

Brad Brandner

Jack Breen

Candace Lynn Brock
Leonard Brown

Robert B. Buchanan
Rusty A. Burlew

Jane Butera

Florence Carter

James & Nancy Collins
Ron Collins

Ardith & Leslie Concannon
Jerry & Karen Conner
Dick Connors

Jack Courtney

Munsey E. Crost
Rosanne Currie

Robert J. Davidson
Susanna Davidson
Randy & Petra Dayney
Ella C. Diotte

Donald B. Doring
William Duncan

Mr. & Mrs. James Easton
John Edmunds

Lillian Eggleston
Dean Elser

Joyce S. Ennis

Jeanne L. Escher
Rodney L. Fenstermacher
William P. Ferraro
Judy Findlay

Evelyn D. Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. George Gale

Nancy Gelvin

Jay R. Greeley
Vladimir J. Groark
Meg & Ron Haagenstad
Jesse Halpern
Patricia Hanaway
Janet Hansen

Cindy Harmer
Darrell Harper
Kathie Harris
Richard J. Hawkins
Bill Henning

Carl L. Henry

Mary Hildebrand
Sandra Hisaw

Pamela K. Hoppell
Bernadean Howard

Tom Hughes

Eleanor Hunter

James Hurst

Tom Jackson

Wesley E. Jackson
Anthony Janowicz
Margaret Jelsch

L. Johnson

Marie Kane

Marvin Kanengiser
Tiffin B. Kennedy
Adele R. Kiefer
Mariann Knirsch
Arnold D. Kueker
Richard & Nita Larpenter
Lawrence J. Lavieri
Harold C. Lester

Dan Littel

Jane B, Little

W.C. Ludascher

Nell Mace

Timothy Maloney
Frank J. Magrino
Scott D. Mankins
David Martin
William L, Martin, Jr.
Raymond P. Marvin
Johnny Mate jec

Kevin McBride

Dan McCombs

Donald McCormack
Christine McDonald
Donna-Linn McLaurin
James McMahon

Jan McNair
Catherine B. McWherter
Harry Michael

Ron & Judy Miller
John J. Monohan, Jr.
L. Frank Morris

Jane Mottice

Edward Nielsen

Judie O'Hair

Tom Olbrych

James & Rebecca Oliver
Sonia Pasis
Christian Pasques
John & Joyce Pastore
Phyllis Peterson

Your support is most appreciated, and has made the Museum a success.

Wilbur Petterson

The Ryan Pickett Family
Dolores N. Pillow=-Ridley
Robert H. Purcell

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Raguse
Fred J. Rannalli

James A, Reese

Sidney L. Ridley

Joan A, Roberts
Margaret Roda

Jimmy Rogers

Glenn & Betty Rogers
Marilyn Rosinski

The William Ruehl Family
Larry F. Rumbley

Ralph Schenck

Charles Schroer

Tammie Schuster

George D. Schweigert
Brad Scobey

Leonard & Sandra Sedlacek
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shanks
M.M. Shattuck

R. Scott Sherman
Stanley F. Sherman

Alan H. Sibley

Paul Sims

Roberta Slagle

Dennis & Boots Snead
Terry Soseman

Mrs. J. H. Spencer

Bill & Marian Spooner
Richard Spreeman

Ernie St. Germain
Evelyn St. Germain

Gary N. Stark

Glen R. Steenberger
Dorothy M. Stillwagon
Michael Stokes & Family
Maurice Swihart
Tallulah Taliaferro
Dianne Tarbet

Robert L. Taylor

Kaye B. Thain

Dorothy Tiffin

Robert Travarca

Saundra Trieber

James Turner

Tiffany Tyra

Ruth F. Vannette

Jack Walker

Loran L. Warner

Ted Wheeldon

Helen M. Wheeler

Bryce Whitmore

Tom Whitney

The Ken Whittemore Family
Barbara Willard

Shirley A. Wirtel
Beverly Wisniewski

Lori Woods

Tiffany Wrenn

Wanda Young

Stephen Zaborney
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Contributors to the Museum Collections

Donald C. Abrams John & Marie Durnye R.J. Klim

Nora Andrews Rogert & Terri Fish A.E. Tony Knox

Matt Armetta Chester D. Fried Vi Koch

Doris Badders Golden Skateworld West Club  Mr. & Mrs. William Lehman
Gordon M. Bennett Robert W. Gormley Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Lopez
Thomas Bense Trithena Gray-Chadd W.C. Ludascher

Rose Brantley Elvin Griffin Althea Magoun

A.C. Broere George Grudza Tom Martinsen

Ronald W. Brown Harlick & Company Beverly Maulucci

Tom W. Bryant Mack & Beverly Harris John & Linda McNeel

Edward Milburn

Jack Montag )

Mr. & Mrs. Thornton B. Moore
Richard E. Mulroy

National Awards, Inc.

Joseph & Nancie Nemanich

Kathleen Oliver Bill & Marian Spooner
Janet & Ernie Palm Tony St. Jacques
Luanne Pennasi Donald Stager
Les Petitt Wallace Tatro
George Pickard Terry Taylor
John W, Pummill William D. Thomas
Harvey & Theresa Rice Andre Van Camp
Joan Richter Robert Ware

Irwin N, Rosee Roy Williamson
Lillian Sarnelli Bette Wilson
Boots Snead Sandra Lee Wollin

Burton Speed Richard G. Young

Wayne Carpenter Don Herman

Gary J. Castro Chuck Hibbs

Chicago Roller Skate Co. Jay Holman

Carmen Christopher The Horacek Family
. Roy E. Claudin Nona C. Ianotta

Frances Cooley Michael Jacques

Cecil Davis Ronald Jellse

Randy & Petra Dayney Joan Kauer

Jacques De Clercq Charles Kirchner

Alan D, Dunphy

Your tax-deductible contribution will enable the Museum to serve the roller skating community.

Donors receive a certificate recognizing their contribution. Your help is important; it does make
a differencs HELP PRESERVE

Contributors of $5 receive their choice of the National Museum of Roller Skating
O Pin or O Patch (please specify)

Contributors of $15 or more become honorary members of the Museum. Benefits include the
Museum pin, a wallet-size membership card, free admission to the Museum, and the quarterly
newsletter.

O Please enroll me as an honorary member of the National Museum of Roller Skating.

OlIndividual/Family $15.00

[ODonor $50.00

[OAssociate Patron $100.00

OPatron $250.00

[OBenefactor $500.00 +

Please make all checks payable to: National Museum of Roller Skating.
Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

| And mail to: The National Museum of Roller Skating, PO Box 81846, Lincoln, NE 68501
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER SKATING
7700 ‘A’ Street

P.O. Box 81846

Lincoln, NE 68501

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Coming in March 1986:

The 1986 USAC/RS Amateur Athletes
Roller Skating Hall of Fame Selections

The "Tricycle" roller skate; an idea
from the 1880's

Left: "The Skater," a cartoon
from the turn of the century

THE SKATER

You think of course, that you can skate,
But you are only second rate.
You sprawl around the rink, and few

~Escape a bump or fall from you.
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