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Curator S Corner

Tam pleased to intro-
duce myself as the new di- .
rector and curator for the
National Museum of
Roller Skating. These
first few weeks have been
exciting and somewhat

amount of visitors who'
came through the museum
due to North Central Re-
~ gionals. I enjoyed mpetmg
“and talking with many
roller skating enthusiasts
who stopped by. I want to
thank them especially for

~ making me feel so welcome. -
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! I also want to thank the members of the

- museum for their patlence I know that it has
been several months since the "Overview" has

been published. I set that as one of my top

priorities when I took over in mid-June. I

found several letters on my desk inquiring as

_ toits status. Hereafter the newsletter will be

a bi-monthly publication. I want to make sure
that I stay in close contact with you.

The next few, months will be a time of
transition and learning for the museum and
myself. 'I encourage you to get in touch with
“me if you have any comments or questions.
' Your support has been necessary in the past
‘to make the museum a success. It will con-
tinue to be important in the future

v

The museum is a wonderful rep051tory for

roller skating memorabilia but more impor-
tantly it documents the sport we all love. I
would urge each of you to consider donating
or loaning anything you have that could be of

historical importance to roller skating. Give |
the museum a chance to show it off and let

other enthusiasts share in the joy the sport
has given you L :

- Flnally, my aim with the newsletter is to
keep you informed of what is going on in the
museum community and to share with you,
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through articles and pho-
tos, the interesting history
of roller skating High-
lighted in thlS issue is Le-
| vant M.C Richardson’s
contribution to the sport.
If you have an interest in
a certain area please feel
free to suggest it as a fu-
ture topic for the "Over-

I am also including a
section on some very spe-
cial donations made to the
museum. If you recently
" donated or made a contri-
bution to the museum and your name is not
mentioned please do not take it personally As
I mentioned before the museum is going
through a transition and I am doing my best
to organize the stacks of material that were

| waiting for me when I took over. Rest assured
your donation will be duly noted. -

| Charles Wahlig, Newark, DE
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~ ated the exposition building at

" His equipment consisted of plain

-Ind. After having successfully intro-

L M. Rlchardson

. Itis he who should have the credit of
starting the present craze and public
interest in roller skating. Mr. /

- Richardson president of the Rich-
"ardson Ball-Bearing Skate Comp-
any has been identified with roller
skating in all its phases since
1881, when he opened and oper-

Milwaukee, Wis., as a roller rink.

bearing "Muncie" skates manu-
factured by Thad Neeley of Muncie,

duced roller skating in Milwaukee, he oper- (

‘ated a rink at Janesville, Wis., and Freeport,

Ill., coming to Chicago in 1883, and became
associated with the John Wilkinson Co., a

- large sporting goods house, as manager of
. their roller and bicycle department. In the

~fall of 1883 the Casino Rink at Twenty-fourth |
and State Streets, built and operated by A. G.-

Spalding & Bros., was opened; also-a large
rink at Curtis and Washmgton Streets, which

- was erected and operated by Wllloughby, Hill -

& Co. The attendance at'both of these rinks

on the opening nights exceeded 5,000 people, /
“and Mr. and Mrs. Richardson were the attrac-
“tion in exhibition fancy combination skating.

He is credited with having put the first steel
ball into a skate, on which a’United States

Patent wasissued to him Dec. 9, 1884. During |

several years followmg the skatmg craze
which prevailed in the 80’s he was 1dent1ﬁed
with the bicycle business as manager of the
Monarch Cycle Company, severing his connec-
tion with that organization in 1898; when he

" organized the Richardson Ball-Bearing Skate
- Co., at which time he began the manufacture

of "Rlchardson skates which have since be-
come famous throughout the world. In 1902

“he opened the Chicago Coliseum as a skating -
rink with an attendance of over 7,000 people

on the opening night, which at that time was

-a very speculative undertaking, as there had
been no roller skating during the fifteen years -

previous, and the daily rental for the building

~was $150 and the total operating expenses

averaged over $250 per day

“

(| Cuba.

However the expense was Justlﬁed as
the attendance was exceedingly large.
This was the beginning of what has'
~’since become a very popular sport
throughout the world. Several of
. the largest and most successful
rinks in America and England
~ have been operated under the
supervision of Mr. Richardson,
including the Chicago coliseum,
Music Hall, Cincinatti; Mechanics’
Pavilion, San Franmsco Manhat ,
tan Rink, Denver; Sheﬂield and New
New Brighton, England and Havana,
Mr. Richardson is a New Yorker by
' birth, but a Westerner by virtue of long resi-
dence, having lived in Chicago for/thirty-three
years. He was born in Jephson County, New
York, in 1853 C
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Above, from left: Richardson skates circa 1900-1905, glft of Mr Earl Brainard Richardson skates with aluminum wheels
from 1908 (with the exception of the aluminum wheels--these skates are essentially the same as the 1884 model), gift
- of Alfred W. Kish; Richardson skates patcnted September 1905, gxft/of Alfred W. Kish. : S
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RICHARDSON BALL BEARING ROLLER SKATES * .~ - -

- < 5
- , o i o
o
b L # B
) v 9 3
- . - - : S
¥ T . 2 /’)/ ’ 5, =
. i s Style . e 7 : : C Price q
; . No. ~ ; Per Pair
) . 500. Maple Roller, size 2x174 inches....o........ $8.50
T ; ~ : 502. Fibre Rollers, size 244x74 inches. . .i... .. 0.0 8.15 L e 3
= 504, Steel Rollers, size 2x34 inches..... ... vk iy - . 8.75 : ' e L
: . 805 Alumitum Rollers, size 9x34 dnches...., ... 0 . 8% S Lo
o 308, Ntuminum Rollers, size 29{x3{ ~inches ; 7 - 3
g 7 507.  Aluminum gD‘\”urxk,’z Rollers, size 137%4 Ea Lo
. -508. -Aluminum ‘E\ennui\\ Rollers, size 11 ,,M inches. .. .... .. 925 o
e 8 " Made only in sizes 5,to 8. - o
Full mckc! finish, wide steel carriers, ’»peuailx r/%1 gned Cone‘yhardenéd e b

_and mnd polished.
\

B {j RICHARDSON RACING SKATES . O
B . ‘Have Held All World’s Records Since 1885 - — -
po Always the Best — Now Better-—As Carefully Made as a Watch g e

~ Ihex embody all otthemmnwentm few-» > - the bearmcr wrtaces as smooth as a

tures which we ‘haxe introduced in connec- mirror. ) N =
tion wwigh the hmnufactnrc of our radiny . o The '{r)(rf\{}ate mfmade from the fmest

/, skatﬁ,dmxmr the past fifty vears, including mhtx of saw steel, and the rollers are
- one piece steel bushmms lohg neck cones, produced from the best hard maple obtam- 4

= wide tregd roller carriers, «;hromé nickel, . able.and our method of securmg bgshmg§ 3
steel axles (full thread), dﬂ(l extra- quality ~ Jin rollers eliminates the pc»sclbxhtv Of their E
red rubbers, - ' (o) . < ~-s.coming lpose. S < 3

- , All part» are pr)nlm,ed from the - ﬁneﬂ/ hE Wa put the first steel ball mto 5 skate \ ;
matenal “obtainable o e L roller in 1884-, and the
and 1LC1‘1rate<h ma’ sl x\"'i,{rid,’s récmcl}s held by Harley David- . ﬁrSt “’Oﬂds record

‘ Lhmﬁd B““hmgb '\RSI : son, j”:\. Sn«,mzden.yK./‘,\; Skinner, Frank Del- " | made on ban bearmg o :
L,Qnes are hand 901-4 mont, Fred Martin, Frank irmnt Raymond ° rnﬂerg, was made on %D
ished after haldenmg. ‘ Kelly. \rt ur f‘,glmthn and Rollie Birkhimer 'the RIChal‘dsOn, bny ] el 3
_were mdﬂe on Rmhard\ml \kwl.e~ and theyv aré
which dlmmates am 7 used and endorsed by aH ‘the ‘great skatcrs : A, kaner, Of Basfon,,
tool marks and’bxhn:akes 1 throughout/tte world. ] ao B ’\Iass lune /17 188.7‘
" The Fi irst Best Skate—-—The Best Skate Today e S
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Enghsh Roller Hockey
Book Published b

Congratﬁ.latmns ‘are in order for Roger
Pout who recently published his book The

Early Years of Enghsh Roller Hockey 1885- |
1914 3 b
| | |

e

- The book isa fine ac-
count of the beginnings of
the game and would be a
worthy read for anyone
interested in the subject.
“Included is a chapter on
"American Roller Polo"
\yhmh might also be of in- ¢
terest. Thanks also to the
author for the donation of

~ a copy to the museum. 2 2

"~ Seth S\Scott made a donatlon in memory
‘of Kenneth Sherman who passed away re-
cently. The Museum gratefully accepts Mr.
Scott’s gift in honor of Mr. Sherman’s contri-
butions to the art and sport-of roller skatmg

G0
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, Terry 1 Scroggms of Arena Photography
~ donated photos from the 1992 North Central
Reglonal Championships.

7 i J

Other donations were made by: lgrad
Brandner, Craig Weeks, Joe Trolley, and Ray
~and Doris Rendfrey. Thank you all for your

support of the museum ) [

{
2 /\\

'wedding anmversary and will be v151t1ng all
50 capitals in the U.S. to raise money in con-
~junction ‘with McDonald’s for the Ronald

McDonald House. Ray and Peggy met in a

skating rink and Ray performed dunng the

- 1940’s. Their visit made my day e

N
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I wpuld also like to thank Ray and Peggy k
é Hankms for stopping by the museum this past -
“month. They are celebrating their fiftieth |

N

A belated acknowledgement goes out to

Charley Schroer for his donation of this won- |

~derful wood skate case, some Roscoe toe stops,
and a pair of Chlcago clamp on skates, W1th a
qu1ck release in the heal

For all of you Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle

~fans (I know you’re out there!) check out the

—Summer issue of the TMNT magazine. The,
Museum is featured in a section entitled mu-
seum madness A pair of vaudevﬂle skates is
pictured. e x -

Thanks also to K1m McDonnell for donat-
1ng a pair of stained glass Wmdows from the

~old RSROA office. , RN




'PATRON MEMORIAL
- PLAQUE ESTABLISHED =~
A Patron Memorial Plaque has been es-

tablished at the National Museum of Roller

Skating. This handsome oak plaque has space
for 48 individuals who have contributed to

roller skating. Friends and family can donate.

a one-time fee of $250 to the museum to have
anindividuals name placed on the memorial
which will be permanently displayed. In addi-
_tion to the name, the life span, city, and state
will be included. E W. Ramsey is to be the first
name 1nscr1bed on the plaque. If you wish to
place someone’s name on the Patron Memo-

rial Plaque contact tﬁe museum d1rector :

Benefactors, Patrons, and
- Associate Patrons of the
National Museum of Roller Skating:
& ~ ) \;\

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Anselmi

Robert Bollinger ' - X

John Eisenzimmer y

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nazzaro

- Clifford and Mildred Neschke e

Charles and Connie Wahlig g Kl
Roller Derby Skate :

~ Dick Mittendorf - Coca Cola, USA
Southwest Pacific Sectional Chapter

Charlotte Groves 5 :

George Pickard

Barry L. Knittel ,

" Mr. and Mrs. Al Kish

Seth S. Scott

Mr. and Mrs. J. Nemanich

Annelle Anderson

Harry Walker R

. Mills and Betty Lynn

-~ Thomas Obert e y B S
- Bill Carlson ¢/o Skate Junction \

and Skate Depot ( ,
Gary and Susan Fudge - ' !
John Chrien : s y
Dennis Huckaby .

Kim Eisenzimmer

- Robert Campbell

Bettie Jennings -
Alvin Strunk kg
Marguerite Levenson

- Robert and Joan LaBriola
Jenner-and Delores Vincent

\,
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Be a Part of History

The hlstory of roller skating is fraglle

: Once it is lost, it may never be regained.

Help the National Museum of Roller Skat- i

fing preserve the rich history of our sport i

: by joining one of our special membershlp

: categories listed below. Future roller skat-

: ers will thank you. (- :
Contrlbutors of $5 or more receive thelr At
ch01ce of the official Museurn patch or pm
Contnbutors of $15 or more become Hon-
orary Members of the Museum and receive i
{ a Museum membership pin; official iden!
itification card, the quarterly newsletter
#and free admission whenever they visit the
Museum o

s C

l:l Check or money- £ ey
i order enclosed pay- 0 PATCH
i able to the National [J Individual -

:Museum of Roller _ %15 W
Skatmg T /O Family - $15

: O Associate |
D Paid by VISA - Patron - $100 .

- Patron $250
E Benefactor

El Pald by Master-
3 - $500 or more _

Card /

7
(

% Signature

Exp Date

Please charge my card for 12 monthly
i payments of $ each (min. of:-
H $10 per month). : \

Name

: Address ' , J

Clty/State/pr o,

Mall to: National Museum of Roller Skatmg
P.O. Box 6579 meoln NE 68506

All contnbutlons are tax deductlble. H
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