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Curator’s Corner

October already! Ihope that you have all had ‘

a good couple of months since I last spoke to
you. The museum has been a very busy place.
Currently we are in the process of cataloging
the entire collection onto computer. This is a

monumental task but the rewards will be

extensive. No longer will it take hours (if not
days) to hunt down specific items from our
holdings. We will be able to quickly search
and find any number of magazines, photos,
skates, etc. This will be an invaluable tool for
'research when we get requests for informa-
tion from individuals, the media, and others.
Also in the works at the museum is an exhibit

on the history of in-line skates. It will feature -,

skates from the early 1800s through to today S
popular versions. =

“One of the musenm members, Sam Nies-
wizski of Paris, France, has taken me up on
my request for suggestions for the newsletter.

He has proposed a question and answer sec--

tion and has sent in a couple of questions to
get things started. If any of you have ques-
tions regarding the history of roller skating or
arelated topic please feel free to send them in.
I'will post them in the newsletter and give the
~other members a chance to respond. I hope
- this will bring the community of museum
members and roller skating enthusiasts a lit-
tle closer together. I will also try to prov1de
answers to any queries submitted.

It may seem a little too early«to bring this up
but the holiday season is just around the
_corner. Perhaps you would consider giving a
membership to the museum as a gift to a
friend or a loved one. The museum has also
received a new batch of mugs with the mu-

seum logo emblazoned on them. Just another ,

gift idea from the museum.

/Finally, as promised, this issue features the

Skating Vanities. Rather than having me do

all of the talking I have persuaded Caroline
(Buchanan) Mirelli, who was with the show
for several years and who married another
-"vanity," Tony Mirelli (see photo page 5), to
share some of her experlences and insights

“roller skating history.

into the show. A special thank you is in order
for her contributions to the museum and to
Included are many
photos spanning the history of the Skating
Vanities taken from programs and news arti-

cles. I would like to make a special request of
the members of the museum. Ifyou have any
programs or other memorabilia from the

[

Skating Vanities please consider donating
these items to the museum. Our holdings are
far from complete and anything you donate
would help to insure that this important part
of roller skating history would be preserved.
As always, any other donations are Welcomed
and encouraged.

Scott Wilhite,
Director and Curator
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- " S KATI N G | VAN ITIES by Cérozine Mirelli

Skating Vanities was the only roller skating show
of its kind in the world. The show ran from 1942-
1956. The star of the show was Gloria Nord who
was featured as the Sonja Henie of the rollers.
-\ “Gloria starred in the 1944 Betty Grable film; "Pin
Up Girl," which featured Martha Raye, John
Harvey, and the Skating Vanities. In the early
years of the show Gloria’s mother Daisy travelled
with her and also made many of Gloria’s costumes.
Harold Steinman of New York was the producer of
Skating Vanities. Russell Market of Radio City
Music Hall staged many shows but Gae Foster of

. the Roxy Theatre did the majority. )
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"There were anYwhefe from 80-140 cast members
including the stage manager, bookkeeper, orches-

they fnet the French philosopher, J éan-Paul Sartre.

In 1953 the Skating Vanities combined the show
with the comedy team of Olsen and Johnson. Un-
fortunately during this engagement Mr. Johnson -
had a bad autombile accident, and the show had
to close early. The following year-the show was
renamed the "Hippodrome of 1954." The show was
patterned after the Hippodrome Theatre of New
York. For a short time Louis Armstrong played in
the show. \ : :

Originally, the edﬁipment the skaters used was
very poor. Wooden wheels, loose ball bearings, and
rubber toe stops were used. Over the years the

skates improved and the show was equipped with

Cleveland precision skates, Hyde boots, Roll away

tra leader, drummer, piano player, trumpet ‘and wheels, and later, Raybesto wheels.

~sax players, and the wardrobe mistress and dress-
ers. When Skating Vanities arrived in town they-
had to hire union musicians, and extrastagehands |
and dressers. Auditions were held for skaters in
~ nearly every town the show played in.

The skating floor was 80 feet wide and 180 feet
long and made of 4’ by 8 sheets of tempered ma-
sonite which were blocked in by small squares of
masonite glued to the floor. The masonite helped
deaden the sound of the wooden wheels, but pow-
der had to be used for traction. The floor had to be
turned over after each performance due to warp-
ing. In some buildings it was laid over concrete °
with pipes for ice skating, and when the ice was

turned on, the masonite would be wet. '

]
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" The show travelled all over the country and to
Europe. During one European tour the cast had a
private audience with the Pope and skated in
England before the Queen of England. In Paris

o SSLORLE BIRE T ’ o

Lovely Gloria Nord, 2l-year-old ballerina of “Skating
Vanities,” has a“double claim to fame. Not only is she
acknowledged: as the outstanding dance-skater in
America, but she is also one of the country’s most beauti-
ful girls. Her face and figure have adorned such national -
publications as The' Saturday Evening Post, Look, Pic, Sy b
the New York Sunday News, and others. She has won ‘ i
acclaim for her solo skating in the aptly-titled movie, B
“Pin-Up Girl.” And her photographs have been requested < A
by American servicemen all over the world. /
Like many another beauty of our day, Gloria was born
in California. Even as a child, she/ showed marked
dancing ability—and the ballet, as a matter of fact, was « — ) i
her original ambition: As a hobby, Gloria went in for :
ice-skating, and was so good at adapting dance routines | e
to ice that many urged her to'become a professional )
ice-dancer. But Gloria wasn't interested—dancing, “she i
. : ‘ maintained, should be done on terra firma. e
But fate had other ideas..One day Gloria went to the Hollywood roller rink with friends and, for \
the first time, donned roller skates. With no trouble at all, she began to dance on them, Soon she was L 3
giving exhibitions.-Then Harold Steinman saw her, conceived the idea for “Skating Vamities,” and
persuaded Gloria to change her mind about being o straight ballet dancer. This was not too difficult. \
for roller-skating held for Gloria an irresistible appeal which ice-skating had never had.. i :
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e ';Mu\sEUM NOTES

ual I'waﬁ;to highlight some of the recent donations to the museum and acknowledge the .,
- people who have contributed to the museum’s collections in thglast fewﬁmonths: \
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| (Left) These
Bark-Jellse
‘wheels were
donated by
Betty Ann
Danna and
Ron Jellse.
“They-donated = = ’
a full set B ) 0 A ry .
which had £ 9 ' ) ‘
never been
, L \ — used. These
A GrrEOE R S R  wheels were ’ :
~ very popular in the 1960s and were the forerunners of many &8 = . .
~ of the figure w’Deels of today. The museum did hgt pfevious1y [ ’ ‘
have any Bark-Jellse wheels in its collection. .= > ~ St L e
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o : 70 ed s : (Above; right) Chester%ﬂed‘donatedthispairof“Germ‘anHud(;fa~~8treet§kate§t

(Below left) *JCarol Hickey Driscoll donated a number of photos, including this one, from her days competing
" in the diaper division in Ohio from the late 1950s. Also included were photos and articles featuring Edward
T Kempha e L ooty j ; ft Sy c
(Below, right) John Chrien donated over 30 magazines to the
museum dating from the early to late 1940s. Roller skating
magazines are some of the most important items to be housed
in our archives because they help to document the history of
the sport and give the museum greater resources for research. .

Other donors include Cynthia S/rnith'Ga,lletl}f, John].Millazzo, =
Rudolph Merbler, Gary Greneen c/o Bonnie Greneen, Sam .~/
Nieswizski, Don and Martha Schaefer, Steve and Gloria Poul-
sen, and Tammy Kettunen. The museum gratefully acknow-.
ledges their contributions which help to preserve the history
of roller skating. . ¢ ’ A
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PATRON MEMORIAL PLAQUE

The museum is pleased to announce that there
have been several names added to the Patron
Memorial Plaque including Tony Mirelli, Ben
Hodges, and Ed Hodges. To place someone’s name
on the plaque friends and family can donate a
one-time fee of $250 to the museum. The plaque
will be permanently displayed and include their
name, life span, city, and state. If you wish to have
someone included on the Patron Memorial Plaque
contact the museum director.

"BENEFACTORS, PATRONS, AND
ASSOCIATE PATRONS OF THE

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
ROLLER SKATING:
John Eisenzimmer Robert Bol]infger
Clifford and Mildred Neschke C. W. Lowe

' Mr. and Mrs. Bert Anselmi George Pickard
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nazzaro Charlotte Groves
Jenner and Delores Vincent Shirley Buffa

Dick Mittendorf - Coca Cola, USA Violet Hodges

Mrs. Caroline Mirelli ~ Frank and Phyllis Cernik
Roller Derby Skate Anne Pals.

Robert'and Joan LaBriola - Harry Walker

Mr. and Mrs. ]: Nemanich ' _Barry L. Knittel

“Mr. and Mrs. Al Kish Seth Scott )/

_ Dennis Huckaby, Sam Nieswizski
Mills and Betty Lynn Kim Eisenzimmer
~ Susan Maiolo Southwest Pacific
Sectional Chapter

A special thank you goes out to all the members
who renewed their memberships in the last three
months. The new museum dlrector apprec1ates
the show of support: '

Barbara Kimmich 7\:\‘

g Card Numloer

Sharon Roberts

]olm Chrien = Arlene Rowland
Frances Mary Cooley : Les and Joan Dierter |
Wanda Young Jack Walker

Skate Island Chester Fried
Lawrence Lavieri Virginia Turnbull
Robert and Sharon Behrendt Robert Purcell -

Jim Groark Robert Gormley
Skate World of Troy, MI Reginald A. Street
James Thomas Lois C. Beheim

Paul E. Weiss

Marsha Swanton-Plummer
Florence Schuneman

John McHugh /

David and Marian Sutherland
. Mary Hotchkiss

- Tammy Kettunen

Edie Plimpton Reynolds
Floyd W. Allen
William L. Martin, Jr.
William Kelly

o
llllllllll BsesssEssEsEEEEEEEEEEREEES ssesssssssess

Be a Part of Hlstory

The history of roller skating is fragile
: Once it is lost, it may never be regained.
Help the National Museum of Roller Skat-
i ing preserve the rich history of our sport:
: by joining one of our special membership
categories listed below. Futureroller skat-
iers Wlll thank you.

Contrlbutors of $15 or more become Hon- :
{ orary Members of the Museum and receive ;

i a Museum membership pin, official iden- §
: tification card, the newsletter, and free
: admission whenever they visit the Mu-
seum

D Check or money O PIN

: order enclosed pay- U PATCH ,
i able to the National U Individual- :
: Museum of Roller _ 5% .

‘O Family - $15
Skating O Associate

Patron - $100

O Patron - $250
' O Benefactor -
$500 or more

D Paid by VISA.

X D Paid by Master -
:  Card.

: Signature:

: Exp Date i , : :

Please charge my card for 12- monthly
{ payments of $ each (min. of
: $10 per ‘month).

o

Name e

Address

City/ State/Zip

57
: Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skating
, 4730 South St.

P.O. Box 6579
Lincoln, NE 68506

: Contributions are tax-deductible up to
: the amount permitted by law. : :
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