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CURATOR'S COLUMN

‘The museum sends its condolences to the family

Dear members,

Happy-Holidays! Thank you to all the new members who have
recently joined the museum. | hope you have enjoyed your new
book, The History of Roller Skating. As the holiday season
approaches, a museum membership would make a great gift to
any roller skater. And why not also try some museum store items
such as T-shirts and mugs which are available on page 7.

Each yearthe mu\seum‘recoghizes its members for their continued

support of the museum. Beginning on page 5 is a list of our
members.. Thank you for your generosity over the past year! |
hope you will continue to support us in the future. -

Over the past year, the museum has accomplished many things.
Most notably was the release of The History of Roller Skating. The
museum was also involved with several exhibitions which included
the Herbert Hoover Library and Museum, Kansas State Historical
Society, USA Roller Skating’s National Championships, NHL Florida

'Panthers, and the current exhibition with the San FranciscoAirport «
- Commission which can be seen at the San Francisco International

Airport’s South Terminal Lobby B through May 1998.

The upcoming year promises to be exciting as well with new
exhibits--The Transcontinental Roller Derby, The Arena Gardens,
1935-53, What Women Wore in the Rink, 1890-1950, Roller Music,
Roller Skating in the Movies--and many revised exhibits on Artistic
and Speed Skating and Roller Hockey. |'hope you will have the
opportunity to visit the museum soon and learn about the history
that you have helped create.

b7

.

The feature article in this issue was written by Assistant Curator
Sarah Webber. Asthe winter movie release is upon us, the article
reflects past roller skating movies that may be available at your
local video store. If you remember another roller skating movie,
please let us know and don't forget the popcorn!

of Hamilton Wilcox, who recently passed away.
Hamm was the original operator of Rollerama
Skating Rink in Levittown, PA. He was one of the
first operators to introduce rock and roll to roller
skating.

The museum recently received a letter from Portugal that was
mailed with a stamp highlighting an in-line roller skater. The image
above showcases the stamp that was designed by Francisco
Tellechea from this year. :

Thanks again for-your support. Enjoy the newsletter and best
wishes for a CooI Yule and a Fabulous First!

i

Michael Zaidman
Director & Curator

Sarah Webber

In-line skater postage stamp sent to the
museum from Portugal, 1997.
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America Online: hit <K> keyword roller skating, then Grandstand

Museum Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday

'Closed on holidays, open by appointment'

Historical Roller Skating Overview ©1997 is published bimonthly for members
of the National Museum of Roller Skating. It is available only through honorary
membership in the museum. Minimum annual contribution is $25.00. Send
correspondence and change of address to: Museum Director, 4730 South Street,
P.0. Box 6579, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506, USA.




Skating Across the Silver Screen,
‘A Century of Roller Skating Movies

Incredibly popular for nearly a century, American cinema continuously |
incorporates ideas from other areas in American culture, including roller skating.
Films have included specific aspects of roller skating such as the Skating Vanities
in “Pin Up Girl,” and the roller derby in both the 1950 film “The Fireball” and the
1972 film “Kansas City Bomber.” During the popular disco era, several movies
worked roller disco into the plot of the film, including “Skatetown, U.S:A” Other
film makers have used roller skating in their movies, from Charlie Chaplin’s
use of rink skating as comedy in his film,“The Rink,” to recent science-fiction
movies like “Prayer of the Rollerboys.” Over the course of the 20th century, -
roller skating has appeared in numerous contexts in many films.

1916  The Rink

- Often referred to as the film in which Chaplin performs at his most inventively-
graceful, “The Rink” came out two years after he moved to Los Angeles at the
age of 25. Chaplin plays an inept and clumsy waiter by day; an elegant and
graceful roller skater by night at a nearby rink. There he meets a young woman
while skating one night, and she invites him to her birthday skating party, where
Chaplin faces off with another interested man. A row ensues, with the pohce
appearing and Chaplin making his exit by hooking his cane to the back of an
_-automobile. Though Chaplin's skating ability came as a surprise to many of
his fans, before Hollywood he once played in a skatlng act where he learned
the fiendish skill of falling. =

1937  Shall We Dance?

This romantic comedy stars Fred Astaire as a ballet dancer who would rather
be a hoofer and Ginger Rogers as a musical comedy actress. The two unite
efforts in order to compete in a dance contest, pretending to be married. Liking
the act so much, the couple does tie the knot by the end of the film. The
seventh film pairing between Astair and Rogers, the mowe received an Oscar
nomination for best song, the George and Ira Gershwin tune, “They Can't Take
That Away From Me.” s

1944  Pin Up Girl

Pin-up queen Betty Grable stars in this musical comedy which featured the
popular roller skating act,
The Skating Vanities...
Grable plays a secretary with
a tendency to stretch the
truth who falls in love with’a
war hero, played by John
Harvey, who believes her to
be an actress. While
Grable’s character struggles
to unravel the complicated
situation, the audience is

Mickey Rooney plays a
rebellious, antisocial orphan
who becomes a skating
champion in the roller.derby.
Pat O’Brien co-stars as a

A scene from the 20th Century-Fox
Production, “PIN-UP GIRL” © (94.11.16).

treated to numerous |
dazzling production
numbers.

1950 Fireball

This advertisement by >‘th; C;vl{icago Roller Skate
Company promotes “The Fireball” movie release.

priest and loyal friend to Rooney in his quest for fame and
acclamation.. The Chicago Skate Company launched an
aggressive promotional campaign alongside the film’s
opening in-the fall of 1950, encouraging rinks across the
country to prominently display Chicago skates alongside
movie ads. v

1955  It's Always Fair Weather
Three friends who served together i in World War I reunite
ten years later and find their friendship is no longer strong,
so they take to the Big Apple. The film included a roller
skating routine by Gene Kelly, which critics hailed as a
stand-out performance. Kelly also co-directed the film,
which received two Oscar nominations and became one
of the most popular films of 1955.

1971  Derby
Director Robert Kayner and crew moved in with derby
skater Mike Snell-and his family, recording aspects of their
often quite personal lives for a film commissioned by roller
derby sponsor Jerry Seltzer, son of the founder. New York
Times movie reviewer Vincent Canby was “amazed that a
film which was designed to be self-serving should be such

an accurate report on a time and place.” The film, he .

noted, mixed “fantasy and fact skillfully.” The movie also
includes interviews with roller derby stars like Charles
(0} Connor and scenes from derby events. -
S

1972 'Kansas City Bomber

With plenty of rough action comparable to thie live event,
Raquel Welch plays a rugged roller derby skater
manipulated by her teams’ owner, with whom she is having
an affair.  The film follows Welch’s character as she
attempts to salvage her career while raising two children
on her own. The climax of the film occurs when Welch,

tired of being used, refuses team owner Kevin McCarthy’s

order'to throw a grudge match. Welch did much of her

-own skating in this movie, holding up production once for
six weeks after breaking her wrist from a fall. The movie -

also features a young Jodie Foster.
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This picture was taken from the Roller Boogie record cover
featuring songs from Cher, Johnnie Coolrock, Mavis Vegas Daws
and Earth, Wmd & Fire (8] [210): \ f

1975 RoIIerbaII ,
A futuristic drama set in 2018 about @ world of corporate states with
no free-will, God, or violence, the venting of human nature’s animal
“violence is through the popular game of rollerball--a mixture of roller
‘skating, motorcycle racing, and basketball where death is part of the
entertainment. - James Caan stars as a long-standing hero of the
gruesome sport, who becomes dangerously popular and ordered to
retire, only he refuses. ’
1978  Roller Boogie
Arich young woman, played by Linda Blair, runs away from her shallow
parents in order to roller skate on Venice Beach. She ends up helping
an expert roller skater f0|I a crooked businessman's attempts at taking

Street skater Greg Bradford (right) and manager/friend Scott Baio
prepare for a big skating contest in “SKATETOWN US.A.,’ from
Columbia Pictures © (97.0.51-6).

1986

over thelocal roller disco.

1979  Skatetown, U.S.A.

' Advertised as a mix between “West Side Story” “American Graffiti,”

and “Saturday Night Fever” on wheels, the movie centers on an annual
roller disco dance contest at Skatetown, a spectacular roller rink located
on the Santa Monica Pier. Patrick Swayze stars asAce, a tough Venice
Beach gang leader at the rink, competing against the valley boys at
the disco contest. Scott Baio and Maureen McCormick from “The
Brady Bunch” also star, and Flip Wilson makes a guest appearance.

1980 Xanadu ;
Olivia Newton-John stars as Terpsichore, a singing, roller skating muse
who comes to earth to assist musician @nd roller-disco owner Michael

An MGM release, Solarbabzes Wlth Jami Gertz (mtddle) in ﬂ’llS’
sci- f adventure © (88 1.200).

Beck. In addition to acting in the film, Newton-John also sang on the

soundtrack, with “Magic” becoming the most famous song. Though a

disco cultural icon, with a Top 10 hit every year throughout the 1970s,
“Xanadu” only one of four movies she appeared in over her long career.

Gene Kelly makes a star appearance in the film.

Solarbabies

A sci-fi film about a band of roller skating kids who are refugees in a far-
away land wnth little water who use maglc to help them flght the system.
1990 Prayer of the Rollerboys

This sci-fi film’s plot focuses on a bankrupt America where ramst fascist
roller skating teenagers rule. Corey Haim stars as a young man who
infiltrates one vicious drug-dealing gang in order to save his brother. --

- SARAH WEBBER




The National Museum of Roller Skating appreciates those who have joined \Y
the only museum dedicated to preserving, researching, collecting, exhibiting,

$500 + ;

Bert & Lynn Anselmi

Hal Benson

William R. Carlson

Jim & Millie Ferris

Dennis & Carole King

Thomas & Mary Kay Obert
* Gordon “Budd” Van Roekel

$250 +
Annelle & Bob Anderson,
Rollerland :
Dominic Cangelosi
Lenora & Rick Carson,
Section 4 of the RSA
Bob Chado
Eatontown Roller Skating Center
John Eisenzimmer
Eisenzimmer Skateland Fun Center-
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Facher
~ Charlotte Groves
Joe & Irene Nazzaro
George Pickard
Ted & Sue Rendfrey
Rollerblade, Inc.
Southeastern Skate Supply
Al & Ruth Strunk
Sure-Grip International
Tamaccio Family

$100 +

Edward Bossart -

Robert & Dianne Braun
Douglas Breniser

Bruce Broyles

Edward Byrnes

Robert Campbell

Jill Drocea

John & Gail Easton

Cypress Entertainment Center
Margot Hager

Patricia Hanaway

Jack Hobbs

* Anne Hodges Pals

Loretta & Ralph Horvath
Dennis Huckaby

Robert Labriola & Joan Labriola Thorn
William Kelly

Scott, Kathy, and Lindsay Kleiman
Marguerite Levenson '
C W Eower & =

Mills & Betty Lynn

Susan Maiolo

J. Norman & Montie Malone Sr.
William & Dorothy McDonald
-/ Katherine McDonell

Elaine Minch

John & Linda Miner |

Clifford Nazzaro

Joe & Nancie Nemanich i
Lewis Quintin - Roll ‘R’ Way

Rivergate Skate Center

“Roller Derby Skate Company

Ed Ryan

Section 2 of the RSA

Steve Sweetin

Marilyn Turner

Robert Travarca

Jenner & Dolores Vmcent
Skate Arena .

Scott Wilhite

Barbara Wiseman

Jane & Wayne Wojnarowsky

$50 +
Anonymous
Judith Bacak
Janina Bacich

- John Bax

' June Bickmeyer

Gigi Boyd
Cynthia Carew
Joseph Caruso

* Frank & Phyllis Cernik

John & Ruth Chrien

Jimmy Cochimin

Sissie Combs - Galaxy of Sports
Leita Couey - Sparkles

Gene & Robbie Cox f
Greg Crow 5 \
Jerry Damschroder

Helen & Carl Davis

Les & Joan Diener

Jim & Ruth DiGiacobbe,
Cortland Skate Center
Marcia Dildine

Theresa Dilling

Marjorie Dykeman

Mrs. Barbara K. Gallagher
Larry Goldsmith

Judy Graves

Paul Hakim - Skate World

Joey Higby -

Hudson Family
Ursula B. Jones

- Barbara Kimmich

Delbert Kuehnel

Alain Machado

John, Linda, & Nadine Martm
Rose Martin

\, Diang' McChesney

John & Ramona Muse - Skate Centers
Marsha Neary

Mildred Neschke

Sam Nieswizski

Marje Obrist
Krystal Ostrowski

Bo Phillips

Dolores Pillow

Dick & Ruth Plunkett
Nadine Pokorny-Meis
Target Publishing Co., Inc.
Rick & Jake Reynolds

Riedell Shoes

RC Sports

Roller Skateland

Bill Sahly - Roller Garden
Ana & Robert Schmid
William Schneider

John & Luella Scollo
James & Faye Shoemake
Bill Sisson

Skaters World Roller Rink
Douglas Steiskal

Reginal Street

Gary Tolley

Virginia Turnbul

Joseph Wagner

Harry Walker

Julia Washam

Roger Wilkins

Hilda Wisneski

Gerald & Brenda Zaidman

$25-35 +

Kimberly Akers

Conni Allen

Floyd & Frances Allen
Jim'& Cindy Anderson
Thomas Andrew
Becky Andrews

Robert Arredondo

Bob Babcock

Alan Bacon - Rollarena
H. Gary Bair

Balisinde Family

- Irene Ballard
~ Neva Belle Banion :

Charles Barineau

Doug Baughton - Skatin’ Place

Phyllis Baum
William & Donna Beck

Barry Bedwell - Skating World
Darwin & Patty Behnke

Bob Behrendt = -

Sheery Bentley

Tom & Sandy Beverage

Jeff Bogart

Dianne & Robert Bollmger
Edward & Barbara Bolton
Carrie Bontempo

Pearl Borgia

Nellie Boucher

Wayne Bowles

Judy Breslau

Melonie Britton

Jeannette Brokaw

Margaret Brooks

Lou Brooks

Leonard Brown

Bonnie Budneck

Juergen & Annetta Buettner

the museum since last year. Thank you for supporting
and educating others about roller skating’s hlstory
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Rosellen Bunyan/

M. Burgermeister

Mary Burghardt~

Enid Busser :
Sharon Butcher v
Erika Carmona
Michele & Milton Carter
Virginia Cassano -
Bruce CIliff

Clarence Conklin
Frances Mary Cooley
Betty Crouther

Dorothy & George Dahl
Frank & Celina Daly
Kathie Lou Davis
Richard Day

Jon & Leita Deeg

Della H; Deese

Cheryl Delano

Sr. Catherine Deubel
Jeannie Devonshire |

John Dobler

Phillip J. Doblosky

Virgil & Sue Dooley
Diane Duke

Jim Earles

Donald Eastlake

Natalie Ellis

Kathryn & Rebecca English
Warren Ettinger

Arthur “Budd” Eversman,

- Skate America

Matilda & George Fay
Diane Fearn

A.E. Ferreira

Ed & Bea Fior

Violet Franklin
Chester Fried

John Fulton

Richard Gagnon

Jim & Aleva “Cookie” Gantz
Cynthia Gates

Jennie & Walter Gerdes

Mr. & Mrs. James Giardini
Norden Gilbert

Michael Giles

Sheild Gladhill
Shaun-Michele Golden
Wade Goodner

~Robert Gor‘mley

Betty Gray |

David Greenberg

Amy & Jackie Greenspan
Herbert Greweling

Jim Groark

Sarah Gruber

Karen Guggemos

Sheri Hack - Skate Island
James Haehl

Dr. Gail Hallas,

Golden Rollers

Marcia Hamm

Mack Harris

Charles & Marsha Harrison
Richard Hawkins

Larry & Mary Hayes
~Frank Henrich

Jim Henze

Valerie Hildebrand
Sandra Hisaw

Lora Hodges

Houle Family

Tim Hunter

Carol Hutchinson

Janet Ivinson 5
Michael & Pat J acques «
Debbie Jensen

Neolia Johnson

Laura Johnson

Betty Jones

Robert & Jacqueline Kane

" Joe Kaplenk

Tatiana Kelecic
Cecilia Ann Kelley
Adele Kiefer

Tony & Sandy Kissing -
Tina & Carla Kitchin
Jeff & Jeanne Kreil
Grace Kwiett
Michelle La Vonne
Curtis Ladd

Leo LaMay
Jacqueline Lankowski
Joseph Leanza

'Kim & Brad Leff * -

Richard Leighton

Linda Lester & Dave Moody
Julie & Artie Lloyd

Austin Lyddy IIT

Frank & Sophie Magrino
Ralph Marinelli

¢ Bill Martin
“Heather Martin

Larry Masumy

John Matejec

Diane & Hobby Maybury
Paul & Gwen McClintic
Jean McCluskey

Kym McElwee
Donna-Linn McLaurin
Brian McWilliams

“Dana Meyer

Joe & Liz Minisavage-
Caroline Mirelli

Tim Mitchell

Nancy Moore ‘
Jodi & Amnon Morady
Edward Morton

Marie Mullins

Donald Myers

Roberta & Robert Nagel
Jennie Newsome
Elizabeth Nightlinger
Arthur Nodine
Stephanie Noel

Gary Noto -

Pamela Onges

David Owen

Ellen Patterson

Elisa Paul

(&

- Charles & Carol Peele

= Phyllis Peterson

Wilbur Petterson

Sarah Plante

Elizabeth W. Plimpton
Edie Plimpton Reynolds
Thomas Plourde A
Gloria & Steve Poulsen
Roger Pout <

Martin Printz - M.R.CK., Inc
Pat Prozzillo,’

Warrington Roller Rink
Mr. & Mrs. John Pummill
Robert Purcell ,
Teresa Purvis

Thomas Queret

Susan Raehn

~ Chuck Redman

Connie Reed

Ryan Reeves

Diane Reininger

Lenore Remley

Bettina Revilla

Joan Rice

Joe & Laurie Richardson
Jeanne & Bently Robison,
Skyline Skate

Roller Dome Skating Rink *
Dennis & Pat Romanczak

_ Carol Rosenberg

Arlene Rowland
Nicholas Rozzi,
Logan Roller Rink
Joni K. Salmon

- Lori Ann Schade—

Rolf Schade

Victor Schmidt

Doris Schonning

Charles Schroer

Florence Schuneman

George & Dorothy Schwexgert

- Billie Scott

France Scott

Louis Scrima

Leon Shapiro

Terry Fox Shapiro

Ann Sheridan - Gibson Arena
John & Twila Shine,

Red Bridge

Kaitlyn Shipe

Werner Shonborn

“Thelma Sirkin
/ Shadow Mt. Skate Center

Skateland, Inc.

Skater’s Paradise Artistic Club

George Slavich

_Joyce Slone Wagisbach|

Sandra & Bennie Spear
Dale Sprague

Jack Springer, Sr.

Ernest St. Germain
Andy Starr - RollerWorld
James Stauder

 William ‘Steigner

Velma Stein

Patrice Stewart

Charles Stiles

Joe Strukl

Rhonda Studer

Marian Sutherland
Marsha Swanton-Plummer

Ronnie Tasman - Stardust
Sterling Taylor

Irene Taylor

Robert Teregan

James Thomas

Paul Thomas

Rick & Pam Tierney,
Skate Trak

“Otto Titze

Bill Todd
Phyllis Tomlinson

~ Frederick Tortola - Wal-Lex

Heather Trace

Tulsa Skating Center

Michael Turner

Evelyn V. Mann

Alan Van Kerckhove

Patricia & William Van Wagner
Marianne Vezerian

Nick Viscuso g

Kay Voss Stockdell

~—Judy Wadas
_ Virginia Wadleigh

Aaron Wagner

Karen Wagner-Yost
Kimberly Waldron
Jack Walker

Peggy Wallace Boucher
Susan Walton
Beverly & Bill Wann
Pam Warner

David Weiland

Paul Weiss N
Sherry Westgate

Cathy Wirt

Marilyn Witkorosinski
Elizabeth Woods

Herb & Donna Wright
Marcia Yager

- Richard Young

Melony Young
Ray Young
Steve Yurick

Memorials

Dorothy Brown Tamaccio
Remembered by

Robert Bollinger

Bettie Jennings (
Joe and Irene Nazzaro & Sons

Milton H. Aranson
Remembered by

Nazzaro Enterprises, Inc.,
California and Texas

Jim Heater
Remembered by
USARS Michigan Chapter

Tony Patera
Remembered by
Ann Davis
Robert Swords

William Naito
Remembered by
Robert Bollinger

Carl Anglin
Remembered by

,Bonnie Hahn
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Museum Mg & T-Shirts!

. | A. Roller Derby I (arented b-lie "ﬂh-r,,kv D|D YOU KNOW?
& ] S e, \ .
> o MEMBERSHIP QUIZ RESULTS
. When was the first public skating rink opened as opposed to a private
club?

.~ B. Ist Patented
Skate

NALTONAL. NCORECIIVE
ox BROXLILIR 53 ICAL XN

Answer: 1857 in London, England.

Winners: No Winners for this question. |

N
with Beige
logo Coffee :
Yo DoYou Know? [ @e)
i ‘NEXT MEMBERSHIP-QUIZ f-—]
k g < ~—3 - ~ Besides winning two Elementary Pairs National O
C. 1890s Skate Scene " D. 1890s Hockey Scene ~ Championships in 1971 and 1972 with Robin 73
ot , , wh is man and what movie did he
Museum Store Order Form / Ml tismnan and i du .
. y star in?
Quantity | Total Ship to
A.Roller Derby**............ $15ea. /_|Name: L
B, st Patented Skate**,..$15ea 3 Address: The first two«correct e
C. 1880s Skate Scene*.....$10ea. | City/State/Zip: ! ) answers will win a postcard set from the
D, 1890s Hockey Scene*.$10ea o Country (add $3ifoutside US): P : H
E _CoffeeMug.......0o.o.... $5ea. museum store. Please mail your answers to m
[Subtotal Payment O Check O  VISA O  Mastercard the museum.
Subtract 10% Member discount X Card #: W i / Z
Shipping & Handling : = 3.00 _|Expiration Date:
| Total : Signature: C/J
T-Shirt Orders - Specify Size
*Sm - Med -Lg- XL Mail this form along with payment to: NMRS,
**Med - Lg - XL & T-shirt Color: White or Grey PO Box 6579, Lincoln, NE 68506 USA. -

P.O. Box 6579 o publications unless otherwise notified.
| Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 USA : ; ! ~ )

[0 New . ORenew S Becomic : Memper Form -

| Check one: » N 7 |
ame
| © Benefactor . 5500 a ; |
O Patron $250 onior Addrcss / l
O Associate Patron ~ $100 - i City, State, Zip s ? |
l O Donor $50 . Phone. ! i : |
I o Ifu-iividual/ F a.milylk $35 : Thank you for joining! I
Afidltlonal Con.trlbutlon $ Gift Membership Form I
Gift membership $ <
| Total Enclosed $ : Nan |
' ~Address L

| Payment Method: , : phiceen ; |
l O Check payable to NMRS City, State, Zip 7 , : I
| o visa O MasterCard ' Phone i l
| ! ‘ \ Memberships make great holiday gifts! - l
I card number expiration % .o I
l signature I
| i (: e
| Please clip and return to: /' The National Museum of Roller Skating is pleased to recognize |
| 7 contributors for their.interest and philanthropy. The museum is |
National Museum of Roller Skatmg i recognized as a charitable institution. All donations are tax-deductible |
4730 South Street up to the amount permitted by law. Names of ‘donors are listed in all |
‘ I
l

G e ‘
| Questions, or to order by phone, call (402)483-7551. : @ First Fﬁday Tours, free 30 - I
Benefits extend one year from join date. Please allow 3 weeks for processing. minutes tours of the museum the [
| Membership includes a subscription to the member” s newsletter, Historical Roller first Friday of every month at |
| Skating Overview, 10% off museum store items, a membership card and a < 12 15Pm' |
Lcopy of The HlSl‘OIX_Of Roller Skatin ,QBEO e e R R SR e N R e at1997:8]
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This skate was made in Haifa, Isra
- unusual heel stop.

ol in 1983,
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IS THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER SKATING IN YOUR WILL?
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