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CURATOR’S CORNER

' I am proud to announce the publication of the new mu-
seum book, The Evolution of the Roller Skate: 1820 - Present.
The book includes over a hundred and forty photos docu-
menting the museum’s vast collection and includes chap-
ters ranging from "The History of In-line Skates," to "Odd
and Unusual Skates." It is an exciting step for the museum
which is seeking to broaden its role in documenting the
vast history of roller skating. A more specific description
‘of the new book is included in this month’s "Overview" as
well as an order form for your convenience. -

Other exciting news! The National Museum of Roller
Skating will be featured in the April issue of Smithsonian
‘Magazine. For the 25th anniversary edition Smithsonian
has decided to highlight (among other things) some
smaller museums for their readership. A reporter has al-
ready visited the museum as well as two photographers
who conducted an all day photo shoot for the magazine.
I will let you know when the magazine appears on new-
stands in the spring. Be sure to watch for it!

Speaking of the Smithsonian, I am currently negotiating a
loan for a few of the important roller skates from their
. collection in Washington, D.C. While their collection is
quite small, they do have several skates that are of extreme
historical significance such as two of the earliest skates
known to exist from the early part of the 19th century.

In other museum news, we have received the second half
of the Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) which is $2,500.
This money is specifically earmarked for improving the

museum’s photo collections care. It will provide for im-

provements in the housing of our photos by allowing us
to purchase more acid-free envelopes, steel flat files for
large prints and posters, and environmental monitoring
equipment to allow us to gauge the humidity and light
levels in the museum more effectively. All of these im-
~provements in our collections care help the museum fulfill
its goal of providing the best possible environment for
preserving the heritage of roller skating.

Three new displays are in the works at the museum. The
first will look at the history of the Roller Derby. This is an
often overlooked part of roller skating history but I have
had enough visitors ask about it to merit its own display.
Likewise, for many of the people involved with roller
skating, the roller disco era, with its distinctive fashions
and music, is a period that deserves little elaboration. Yet
for many of the visitors of the museum, the lack of a roller
disco exhibit is glaring. Finally, a display featuring the
RSROA/RSA is also on the drawing boards. I hope to
include a number of photos of older rinks and various
other items as well.

Speaking of the RSROA, this issue of the "Overview"
highlights the early history of the organization. The infor-
mation contained in the enclosed article was culled from
several sources, but most notably the April 1962 issue of
Skate magazine which was devoted to the then 25th anni-

versary of the RSROA. Subsequent issues of the "Over-

view" will continue to highlight the history of the Roller

Skating Rink Operators Association of America. -

Finally, the December "Overview" features a special sec-
tion for ordering items from the museum’s store (just in
time for the holidays)! Included is a special membership
offer which will truly be "the gift that keeps on giving" for
some lucky individuals. Turn to pg. 4-5 for more details.

T ok

Scott A. Wilhite
Director & Curator

MUSEUM MEMBER QUIz 24
What was the original name of the "Skating Vanities," the
first big professional touring roller skating show?

The first correct answer submitted to the museum by mail
will win one copy of the new book, The Evolution of the
Roller Skate: 1820 -Preserit. The answer, and the winner, will
be announced in the next issue of the "Historical Roller
Skating Overview." Good luck!

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ROLLER
SKATING BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Bert Anselmi, President, Pontiac, Mich.

Robert Bollinger, Portland, Ore.

Frank Cernik, Omaha, Neb. .

Marvin Facher, Short Hills, N.J.

Chester Fried, Vice-President, South River, N.J.
Charlotte Groves, Marysville, Wash.

Mills Lynn, Charleston, W. Va.

Katherine M. McDonell, Indianapolis, Ind.

Bruce Pearson, Belleville, Ill.

George Pickard, Secretary-Treasurer, Lincoln, Neb.
Gordon Van Roekel, Temecula, Calif.

Charles Wahlig, Newark, Del:

Edmund Young, Mayslanding, N.J..

Trustees Emeritii:

Michael Brooslin, Springfield, Mass.

James Turner, Milwaukee, Wis. : by :
Honorary Trustees: All RSA Chapter Chairmen
Irwin Rosee, Englishtown, N.J. :
Director and Curator: Scott Wilhite

Historical Roller Skating Overview is the newsletter of
the National Museum of Roller Skating. It is available
only through honorary membership in the museum.
Minimum annual contribution is $15.00. All inquiries,
comments should be sent to the Museum Director,
4730 South St., P.O. Box 6579, Lincoln, NE 68506.
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Highlights of RSROA History

1937 - During the first organized national speed meet
held at the Arena Gardens, Detroit, Mich., seventeen rink
operators gathered together on April 2nd to form the
RSROA . . . Each man contributed $1 to establish the
original treasury of the Association . . . Victor J. Brown of
Newark, N.J., was elected the first President and Fred A.
Martin of Detroit was named Secretary/Treasurer . . . A
single drawer in Fred Martin’s desk at the Arena Gardens
was the first RSROA office . . . Betty Lytle became the first
American to earn a Silver Figure medal.

1938 - An organized system of skating proficiency tests

was developed by the RSROA . . . Perry Rawson was
named Dance Committee Chairman . . . Rawson traveled
to England to study dance skating in that country . .. The
International style of skate dancing in this country re-
sulted from the trip . . . The RSROA became a member of
the Amateur Skating Union . . . The first RSROA skating
manual was published. It consisted of only 36 pages.

1939 - The first national figure ékating championshj‘psr

were held at the Arena Gardens, Detroit . .. The first
national dance championships were held at Mineola, New
York ... The dances skated included the "Chicken Scratch,"
the "Old Style Two-Step," and the "American Promenade."
Rodney R. Peters of St. Louis, Mo., was elected RSROA
President. i : : ‘

NE

1940 - The first combined national Championships were -

held at the Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio . ;. Walter
Stokosa of Detroit, the nation'’s first Senior Men’s Figure

Skating Champion, successfully defends his title.. .. The -

RSROA institutes its own program of commissioning
judges . .. Victor J. Brown who served as President in 1937
and 1938 was re-elected to the office . . . "Skating Review;"
a national roller skating magazine, was published ... A

three-week professional skating teachers’ school was con-

ducted at the Arena Gardens . . . Some seventy profession-
als from around the country attended the school.

1941 - Five Senior Men’s speed records were set at the

- American Championships in Cleveland . . . Melva Block

won the first of her two Senior Ladies Figure Skating
Championships. . . Fred H. Freeman of Boston, Mass., was
elected to his first of three successive one-year terms as
RSROA President . . . The RSROA staged the American
Roller Skating Carnival for the New York Journal Ameri-
can at Madison Square Garden before a capacity crowd of
18,000 spectators . .. Much national publicity resulted from
this giant roller skating extravaganza which featured
RSROA skating champions.

1942 - The "Skating Vanities" made its debut in Balti-

more with Gloria Nord in the starring role.. . . Fours skating

was added to the competitive schedule of the American
Championships . . . Stating the Amateur Skating Union
was not in sympathy with roller skating, the RSROA re-

signed on March 13th from the ASU . .. Ina poll conducted
by the "Skating Review," the Death Spiral was named the
most daring and difficult pairs movement of the year . . .
The RSROA Board of Control made plans for the forma-
tion of an Amateur Athletic Guild, exclusive to the sport
of roller skating . . . Roller Skating Teachers were certified
by the RSROA as associate members . . . Written judges
commission examinations were instituted . . . "Skating
Review" was adopted as the official publication of the
RSROA after several years of service in an unofficial ca-

pacity. /

1943 - The ranks of amateur skating champions was
reduced by enlistments in the armed services. .. A contro-
versy developed over the adjustment of the action of the
skate. Perry Rawson favored flexible trucks as opposed to
the loose and rigid skate action schools of thought . . .
Former RSROA skating champion Melva Block was fea-
tured in aroller skating number in the movie, "Private Miss
Jones" starring Judy Garland . . . "Roller Skating Vanities"
appeared in the 20th Century Fox movie, "Pin-Up Girl"
which starred Betty Grable . . . American Championships
were held at the Arena Gardens, Detroit.

1944 : The RSROA staged a gigantic roller skating bene-
fit show for Infantile Paralysis at Madison Square Garden
... Playing to a capacity audience, the show featured roller
champions form the Eastern United States, supported by
the exhibitions of RSROA teachers. The show was ac-
claimed a great success . . . William T. "Pop" Brown was
elected to the first of the four consecutive terms as Presi-
dent of the Association . . . Ensign James Costigan of the
U.S. Maritime Service and Ruth Crouse won the Senior
Dance title at the National Championships . . . Arthur

Russell won the Senior Men’s Figure Championships.-

1945 - The RSROA begins publication of its own maga-
zine, "Skating News" . . . The National Championships
were cancelled at the request of the Office of Defense
Transportation . . . Fred Bergin was appointed Dean of the
RSROA Teachers’ College which was the beginning of the
Society of Roller Skating Teachers of America . . . Another
polio benefit was staged by the RSROA at Madison Square
Gardens. Over 900 skaters participated in the show . . .
Harry S. Truman, new President of the United States,
appeared on the cover of "Skating News" . . . The United
States Federation of Amateur Roller Skaters was founded
as the amateur affiliate of the RSROA. Dr. Keith Kahn was
elected chairman of the USFARS Board of Governors . . .
Rora M. Hodder succeeded Fred Bergin as Chairman of
Judges, Test and Competition under the new RSROA
framework . . . The intermediate division was introduced
in all classes of art skating: Service amputees skated at Vic
Brown’s New Dreamland roller rink, Newark, N.J., as part
of a physical therapy program started by Brown and the
RSROA. : ;
TO BE CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE . ..
From the April, 1962 issue of SKATE.
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Post card taken from the "The Judge,

" a 19th cen-
tury illustrated newspaper. g

-

'Post card with Parisian roller skater from the 19th
centyry B
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Give the Gift That Keeps On Giving!

With this special membership offer to the
Nohonal Museum of Roller Skahng

individual:

& One copy of "The Evolutron of the Roller Skate: 1820 Present"
Featuring chapters covering: The Early Roller Skates, The Plimpton Era, The History
of In-line Skates, The First Manufacturers, International Skates, The 20th C entury, and

For only $25 you can glve

Harbuck.

% PLUS: One-year membershlp to the museum
_ Includes a subscription to the "Historical Roller Skating Ov
forward to all year round!) and an off1c1a1 honorary member |

more. The bookis 150 pages with photos taken by professmnal photogra her,Randall

.D. card.

ew" (something to look

R R R =
i .
A - Order Form
Other special items available from the 1 Qty Total Price
- ) 3 I ) 7 S Z
National Museum of Roller Skahng., - ¥ Speciallpiftmenbership @425 eack
i (be sure to specify address for "Overview"
delivery plus address for book recipient)
o A hthograph from the 1870’s created by Jules A R 3
Cheret, the "father of poster art." Cheret was commis- ) : _____"The Evolution of the Roller Skate"
sioned to produce "Funciones de Patines" (Skating : - @$10 each
Parties) for a Paris rink. This 19th century deplctlon of 0 Cheret Lithograph @ $17 each™ ¢
roller skating is a must for roller skating enthusxasts of 1
all ages. 1 ____ NEW Museum Mugs @ $6 each o M
1
1-— Museum Patches @ $5 each
2 ] )
: G : i -Museum Pins @ $5 each
& The NEW National Museum of Roller Skating ' endeal) 36
> | illiam Wegman "Roller Rover"
Mugs! The mugs are Cobalt Blue with the museum I e o 10 ool pack G #7150 heh
logo emblazoned in Gold. i i sadh
- ! Museum Postcard sets
! 20 card pack @ $5 each
, . 1
% Museum Pms and Patches' Great gxfts for aspmng : e Crandotal ol O
and mspmng skaters 1 NAME
; = - 1 (NoPO. Boxes)
y ADDRESS_
[
CITY/STATE/ZIP
¢ Photographer ‘William Wegman’s famous "Roller J 3
Rover” on a postcard N ! 'Please detach this form and send with check or money order to:
‘ 5 National Museum of Roller Skating
! P.O. Box 6579
o : - 1 Lincoln, NE 68506
[ - )
B3 Museum Postcard sets! The perfect grft for those of 1 Credit Card Orders (VISA or MasterCard--circle which one)
us with many penpals. : e B
- & ]
[




Members of the
Nahonal Museum Of Roller Skating

Benefactors:

Anne Hodges Pals

Bert & Lynn Anselmi
(Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Nazzaro
Robert Bollinger

Arnold Kueker

Patrons:
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Facher
Southeastern Skate Supply
of Roanoke, VA
Kim Eisenzimmer
Emilie Keith
Harry Walker
Ed & Winifred Young
" Charles & Connie Wahlig
. Barbara Shores
Section 2 of the RSA
Harry Ball (
George Pickard
Charlotte Groves

Associate Patrons:
Gloria Nord
Mary A. & John R. Dollar
Frederick Tortola
Robert Hall Plimpton
Ronald Letizia
John Eisenzimmer
- Jack & Honey Burton
William Kelly
Douglas Breniser
Sam Nieswizski
Bruce and Barbara Pearson
Paul Sims
Steve Sweetin
Pam Mitchell
Arthur Nodine
‘Thomas Obert
Susan Maiolo
Mills & Betty Lynn
Robert Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. J. Nemanich
Alvin Strunk
‘Marguerite Levenson
Robert & Joan LaBriola
Dennis Huckaby =~ ¢
Omar & Dolores Dunn
Seth Scott )
Annelle Anderson
David Fleming
Skate Express/Skate
Junction/Skate Depot,
¢/o Bill Carlson

Donors:
Skaters World Roller Rink

Daniel & Eva Lapossy

William Martin

Elaine Minch |

Les & Joan Diener

John & Ruth Chrien

Paul Hakim

Roller Skating Center of
< Coral Springs

Southland Skate Center

Mr. & Mrs. Al Kish

Mrs. Barbara K. Gallagher

Mildred Neschke

Dolores Hollenbeck

Roller World of Santee

Patricia Hanaway

Edward Byrnes

‘Leita-Couey

M.M. "Red" Shattuck -

H. Clark Fuller

Jim & Ruth DiGiacobbe

Skate World of Troy

Eric & Barbara Englund

Anna G. Supe

Dolores Pillow-Ridley

Clifford Nazzaro

Riedell Shoes

Roller Derby Skate

Bill Sisson

Barbara Kimmich

Ted Rendfrey

C.W. Lowe 54

Gene & Robbie Cox

RollerSkateland

Ray & Doris Rendfrey

William & Dorothy
McDonald

Virginia Turnbull

Robert Travarca

Mr. & Mrs. Marks Hinton, ]r

Bob-A-EU Skate Center

Rose Martin

Jerry Damschroder

 Individual/Family:
" Floyd & Frances Allen
~ Ruth Schauer

Jeannie Devonshire
June Bickmeyer

Hilda Wisneski
Deborah Cook

Gail Kemp

Peggy Wallace Boucher
Frank Henrich

“Ellen Patterson

Luke & Mary Koch
Jessica Blaser
Jennie Newsome

Lawrence Lavieri

Marge Grein

David & Kymberle

- McElwee

Skate Island

James Michael Holliday

Jay Greeley

MRCK, Inc. .

Mary Hotchkiss

John & Linda & Nadine
. Martin

Bertha Jones

David Gomes

Marie Bessler

Carol Hutchinson

John Martone

Amber Davis

Linda Miner

Harry W. Strobel

William Tessicini

Paul E. Weiss

Hannah Montagnese

Uwe Brockman

Gene Norman

Henry Davis

- Mari Runfola

Eugenio Jose Garcia

Shannan Randall

Nelda LeCorchick

Marigrace Giffin

Bo Phillips

Diane Haws

Edie Plimpton Reynolds

Brian Dienes

Phyllis Rockwell

Richard Hawkins

Pearl Borgia

Douglas Steiskal

Marje Obrist -

Red Bridge Roller Rink

Marian Sutherland

Mr. & Mrs. C.E. Revilla

Donna-Linn McLaurin

M.G. Klecinsky

Phyllis Peterson

Mrs. Kathleen Gale

Sue Dooley

Dorothy Tiffin

L.C. VA-38 Golden
Skateworld

Anthony Wipperfurth

Tom Martinsen

Edward Morton

Billie J. Scott

Sharon Butcher

Kim & Alicia Robinson

Ursula B. Jones

Anthony Di Pietro :
Dr. Harlen Hunter
Gary Noto

Marcelo Martinez
Bruce & Carol Schaeffer
Kay Voss Stockdell

Lori Ann Schade

Velma Cuffaro

Caroline Mirelli

George & Dorothy Dahl
Christina Gaston

Doug Baughton
Nicholas Rozzi

David Gilliam

Pamela Hoppell

H.D. White

Larry & Mary Hayes

Jewel Compton

Leo LaMay
Reginald A. Street
Stephen Gray, Jr.
Michael Jacques
Evelyn Fisher

Frank & Celina Daly
Charles Schroer

"Eugene Wood

Elizabeth W. Plimpton
Joel Aranson
Johnny Jones Jr.

"Robert & Jacqueline Kane

Bonnie Salt

Robert Gormley
Deborah Murphy

Jeanne & Bently Robison
Bernadean Howard
Robert Buchanan ;
Mr. & Mrs. John Purnmxll
Thomas Andrew

Helen Hodges

John K. Matejec

‘Wanda Young

Marianne Vezerian
Sandra Hisaw

Jack Walker

Frances Mary Cooley
Ella C. Diotte

 Coliseum Roller Rink

Jim Pringle

Victor Schmidt

Juergen & Annetta
‘Buettner

Bernadette Williams

Betty Gray

Roger Pout J

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bolton

Ken Whittemore, D.C.

Nicole Roy




Tammy Kettunen John McHugh
Robert & Sharon Behrendt Robert Purcell
Richard Gagnon Jim Groark
Kathy Lou Davis Irene Ballard
George & Dorothy Schwelgert Buzz Kerwin

_Jane & Wayne Wojnarowsky ~ Frank Magrino

. Mr. & Mrs. Steve Poulsen Chris Eder
Florence Schuneman Vickie Wilson
Roger & Dolores Adams Adele Keifer
Marilyn Rosinski Charles G. Gahn
Rosalie & John Patrick Elizabeth Woods
Sgt./Maj. Jas. A. Patrick, Jr. Leon Shapiro
Veronica & Ronald Carey - Chester Fried
Wilbur Petterson Stacey Harris
James Thomas '-Arlene Rowland
John & Ramona Muse Frances Romain
Skate Plaza Roller Rink

Diane Fearn

PATRON MEMORIAL PLAQUE

Remember that the Patron Memorial Plaque still has
spaces available for individuals who have made con-
tributions to our roller skating heritage. This could
include everyone from rink owners to athletes. A one-
time fee of $250 will place a person’s name on the
memorial which is permanently on display at the Na-
tional Museum of Roller Skating. For details contact
the director. )

have trophies you would like to donate?

—

WISH LIST: The museum needs a VCR! The current
model we are using (which is the size of a suitcase
and does not have scan capability) is on its last leg.
Does anyone have a video player that they would be
willing to donate? Call the museum 402-483-7551.

| .

Signature

Somemedals and trophies on display at the museum, Do you

Be a Part of History

: The history of roller skating is fragile. Once it is lost, it }

: may never be regained. Help the National Museum of :
: Roller Skating preserve the rich history-of our sport by : :
: : joining one of our special membership categories hsted -
: below. Future roller skaters will thank you.

Contributors of $15 or more become Honorary Members :

;3 of the Museum and receive a Museum membership pin, : :

: official identification card, the newsletter, and free ad- :
mission whenever they visit the Museum.

El-PIN- ;

O Check or money : :
O Individual - $15

order enclosed pay-

able to the National O Family - $15

Museum of Roller 0 Donor - $50

Skating. O Associate Patron -
. $100

: 0O Paid by VISA. O Patron - $250

- O Benefactor - $500 or
: O Paid by Master- ' more

Card.

Card Number

2 Exp Date

Please charge my card for 12 monthly payments of

each (min. of $10 per month).

&£

Name_

Address

City/State

Zip Code

Mail to:

National Museum of Roller Skatmg
4730 South St.

P.O. Box 6579

Lincoln, NE 68506

Contnbutlons are tax-deductible up to the
amount permitted by law. -

)
bsssesssancsssssscccsscosscsesEnscEnesEnnaEEEEn0EEENNE0ERE00Na0EENR0EENNA0EEEENAREEERREEE




‘National Museum of Roller Skating
4730 South Street
PO. Box 6579 L

X Lincoln, NE 68506-0579 |

e

e

G

/

U.S. POSTAGE
, PAID
LINCOLN, NE

NONPROFIT ORG.

X

- | PermitNo. 545

o




