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CURATOR'S CORNER

_ Season’s greetings! The tourist season may be over
but things have been busy here at the museum.

A new group of marvelous old skates was obtained
from W. C. Ludascher, further enhancing the mu-
seum’s collection. I hope all of you will be able to see
some of these wonderful skates in person. The earli-

est model dated from 1860, but there were a number

of exceptional representatives from various impor-
tant skate manufacturers such as Barney and Berry,
Union Hardware, and Richardson. .

A new display titled "In-lining Through the Ages'
was created. Pictured here are a few of the skates
included. The display traces the in-line as it devel-
oped from the early 1800s, to the popular modern
versions.

This issue of the Qverview features some interest-
ing personalities in rink history and their contribu-
tions to roller skating. In addition, the "centerfold"
shows off some of the most popular items in the
museum: rink stickers. Obviously this is only a small
sampling of the stickers we display. It would take a

good sized book to present all of the stickers we have

_in our collection.

The museum is gearing up for its annual raffle/ fund
drive. This progressive raffle offers a minimum
- grand prize of $5,000. The drawing will take place

May 12, 1994, at the RSA Convention in Las Vegas and
you need not be present to win. Revenues from the
Museum Raffle will be used to support the programs
and activities of the National Museum of Roller Skat-
ing to increase roller skating’s visibility, legitimacy,
and recognition for the benefit of all involved in the
roller skating industry and roller sports. If you are
interested in purchasing from, or selling for, the mu-
seum please contact us. Tickets are $50.

Finally, I want to express my thanks to the many
members who contacted me after the October issue
which featured the Skating Vanities. The positive
response was overwhelming. As a side note, you
may be interested to know that Gloria Nord is living
in California and doing very well. She no longer
skates but is still kicking up her heels on the dance
floor, at age 71.

Dot Wl

Scott Wilhite,
Director and Curator

Photos of several skates featured in the current exhibit

“entitled In-Lining Through the Ages:

This is a skate built by the An in-line from the "Best
"Roller Hockey Skate Company Ever Built" company manu-
in 1910. (On loan from Chester factured in the 1930s. (Gift of
Fried) : Richard Young)

The "Chicago Skate Com- An unusual in-line from the H.
pany’s" original "Roller- Kedde Collection. (Photo cour-
blade" from the 1960s. (Gift = tesy of H. Kedde) ;
of George Pickard) - =
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& -large Arm-

. ful summer

- JOHN B. CROWLEY

. King of Rink Managers
For the
few short
Years that
Mr. Crowley
has been as-
sociated in
the roller
rink busi-
ness, there
is no more
popular or
Eenerous
amusement
romoter
nown to
the public.
Mr. Crowley
entered the
rink game
along 1in
1912 by i
opening the |

ory In
Charleston,
W. Va,, as a
roller rink.
Then with
his brother
Pat, they
promoted
the beauti-
ful Lumna i
Park, one

mile -out of
Charleston,
and built
one of the
largest and
most beauti-

roller rinks
in the coun-
try. John
Crowley came into prominence in the early summer
of 1915, when he asked the W. S. A. to sanction the
World's Amateur Speed Roller Championship meet.
The meet was held and proved to be the great-
est success of any similar event ever held in the
U. 8. The Governor, United States Senator, Mayor
and other prominent city and government officials
actually officiated at this meet. 31 silver cups
were donated by the Charleston business men,
diamond studded medal and many other valuable
prizes went to make up the greatest number of
prizes that were ever awarded for a skating event.
Mr. Crowley came back in 1916, and secured the

~sanction for the International Professional Speed

Championship Meet, which wags held from August
27 to September 4, and was also a big success.
He is one of the most worthy additions to the
skating amusement and a credit to the sport.
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EDWIN B, BARNES

Former proféssional
roller speed and exhi-
bition skater, polao
player and bicycle rid-
er. With increasing
yYears -he abandoned
racing to promote and
manage roller rinks,
having had rinks in
many of the KRastern
cities in the old days.
In 1905-1906 he again
started ' at '‘Crescent
rink, St. Louis, Mo.
Spring, 1906, Rex Rink,
Bast St. Leuis, TII.
Summer 1906 Fountain
Ferry Park Rink, Lou-
isville, Ky.. Fall 1906
Hippodrome, Memphis,
Tenn. - 1906-1907, Na
tional Park Pavilion,
Vicksburg, Miss. Sum-
mer 1907, Brighton,
Rockaway and North *——

Beach, New York, 1907- L)

1908, National. Park Pavilion, Vicksburg, Miss.
Sailed for England to join C, P, Crawford of the
American Roller Rink Co., March 4, 1908, as resi-
dent manager at Llandudo in Wales: later trans-
ferred to Liverpool, Sunderland, Brighton and Hull,
England; then Liverpool as chief of staff for all
rinks and later general manager of the entire cir-
cuit. In February, 1910, when Crawford & Wilking
resigned and Col. S. E. Winslow formed the Inter-
national Rink Operating Co., he wag élected general
manager, Sailed for America March 5, 1911. Sum-
mers 1911-12-13-14, managed Nissen Park Rink,
Winston-Salem, N. C. Winter 1911, Coliseum Rink,
Jackson, Mich. 1911-1912, Jamestown, N. Y.:
Youngstown, Ohio, and Warren, Pa.; 1912-1913, Col=
iseum Rink, Kansas City, Mo. 1913-1914, Pittsburgh,.
Pa., and €inderella Rink, St. Louis, Mo, 1914-1915,
Coliseum Rink, Chicago. January, 1915, sailed for
Havana, Cuba, and managéd the American Roller
Portable Rink until February 15, 1916. Moved rink
to Mobile, Ala., March 1, 1916, and operated until
June 15, 1916. Mr, Barnes is one of the best man-
%gegs J\i‘n the business and a life member of the

Excerpfs’ from "Skaters‘History on Ice and Roller
~ Skating" published in 1916.

E. M. MOOAR

Cincinnati, Ohle e

in Cincinnati, Ohio,

p & He learn, to

- - Rapilds, Mich,

- i Possibly no skater
. iof the present day has had the)

varied experience in skating he

has, From skate boy to in-

structor and exhjbition skater,

he has been manager of the
largest and best equipped rinks
in the U. 8. He has success-
fully managed rinks from New
Mexico to Pennsylvania. He is
the originator of many novel
attractions used in rinks. Many

acter questioned and he carries
testimonials from officials of various cities he has
visited. He.managed the Music Hall New Rink in
Cincinnatl, seasons of 1914-15, 1915-16, with much
success. Summer of 1916, with Jesse Carey, another
‘'old-timer, they leased Carsonia Park Rink at Read-
ing, Pa. For many years he was connected with
the theatrical business, and.it was here he derived
many ldeas for his attractions and advertising
stunts. He has been a boosting member of the
W. 8. A. for many years..

|

. Davenport brothers, a trio of trick

- Rink. The following year he man-

FRED W. NALL

Back in 1884, when the roller
skating vogue wag at its height the

and fancy skaters, were touring the
eountry giving marvelous exhibi-
tions, The youngest of the three was
Fred W. Nall, a small boy in knick-
erbockers, who has developed into
one of the greatest and most popu-
lar rink managers of the country.
In 1900 he became assistant man-
ager of the Detroit Auditorium .

aged the Exposition Building Rink .

at Milwaukee. In 1902 he took charge of the Chi-
cago Coliseum Rink, which enterprise really started
the present revival of roller skating. The seasons of
1903-04 he managed the New Princess Rink of De-
troit. The summer of 1904 he opened the first amuse=
ment park rink at Denver, Col. Afterward he opened
the Music Hall Rink at Cincinnati, which proved a
gold mine. The spring of 1908 he went to England
where he established the first chain of summer rinks
In Europe. Returning to America in 1909, he onened
the New Music Hall Rink at Cincinnati, Ohio. He has
secured patents on roller wheels and detachable balls
bearing cups and cones that he expects to put on
the market.- Mr. Nall now resides in Detroit, Mich,
where he ls interested in real estate transactions,
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A big thank you to all who have do
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'MUSEUM NOTES

Many donatlons have come in in the last two months.
Thank you for your support as the National Museum
of Roller Skating strives to preserve the rich heritage
of roller skating history.

Stephen Joyner
donated a copy
of his new book
on in-line skat-
ing.

¥ THE COMPLETE GUIDE
: & RESOURCE TO

QIN-LINE'_

SKATING

Staphen Christopher Joyne:

Foseword by Jon Lowden
Edilor (N-UINE MAGAZ‘#NEI

This unusual
pair of parlor
skates was pur-
. chased by Bob

Bollinger for the
museum. They
were patented in |
1865 by W. P.
- Gregg.'

One of the skates
that the museum
acquired from
the W. C.
Ludascher col-
lection in Decem-

.~ ber. The ankle

. brace is made of
metal.

An album of tunes from Wurlitzer organlst Leon
Berry, was donated by Kay Stockdell. Mr. Berry was
the organist for the Hub Rink in Chicago.

—=| AUDIO FIDELITY.

Thanks also to the many other donors: Frank Henrich

(see page 8), Frank Wiencek, George Pickard, Mike
Klecinsky, Joel Lau, Doug Breniser, Gloria Nord, D.
Merrell, J. M. Bennink, John Matejec, Hyper Corpo-
ration, Bauer, and Rollerblade, Inc.

George W. Brown, Sr. made a donation in memory of
his father, James Robert Brown. -

PATRON MEMORIAL PLAQUE

The number of individuals being added to the Patron
Memorial Plaque continues to grow. Contact the
museum director to have someone placed on this
handsome oak plaque which celebrates individual
contributions to roller skating history. This could
include everyone from rink owners to athletes. A
one-time fee of $250 will place a person on the me--
morial which will be displayed permanently at the
National Museum of Roller Skating.

BENEFACTORS, PATRONS, AND ASSOCIATE
PATRONS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF ROLLER SKATING:

Mrs. Ruth Gerson
Sam Nieswizski
Mills & Betty Lynn

| Southwest Pacific Sectional Chapter




Harry Walker

Dick Mittendorf - Coca Cola, USA
Mrs. Caroline Mirelli
John Eisenzimmer
Charlotte Groves

Gloria Nord _
Jenner and Delores Vincent
Marguerite Levenson
Harry Ball

Susan Maiolo

Robert and Joan LaBrlola
Mr. & Mrs. J. Nemanich-
Annelle Anderson

L. Barry Knittel

Mr. & Mrs. Al Kish
Violet Hodges

Shirley Buffa

Seth Scott

Anne Pals

Dennis Huckaby

- Robert Bollinger

- George Pickar"d

A special thank you goes out to all the renewing
members of the last two months. It is the continuing
support of museum members that makes the Na-
tional Museum of Roller Skatmg a success. We

couldn’t do it without you!
Bernadette Williams ~ Gene & Robbie Cox
Victor Schmidt Diane Fearn
Marianne Vezerian John K. Matejec
_Mrs. Kathleen Gale Ted Rendfrey
C. W. Lowe Thomas Andrew
Arnold D. Keuker Jewel Compton
Bonnie Salt Ken Whittemore, D.C.
Charles Schroer Bill Sisson
Coliseum Roller Rink Eugene Wood
H. Clark Fuller Helen Hodges
Arthur Nodine William Martin
Johnny Jones Joe Trolly
Vickie Wilson Betty Gray
Phyllis Peterson Frank Magrino
Clifford Nazzaro Leo LaMay
Robert Buchanan " Paul Sims
Leon Shapiro " Elizabeth Woods
Charles G. Gahn Roger Pout
Wilbur Petterson Adele Kiefer
August Carniglia Regina Bradley
Dale King Frank Wiencek
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Poulsen ~ Robert McDonald

George & Dorothy Schwiegert
Robert & Jacqueline Kane

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bolton
Roger and Delores Adams
Juergen & Annetta Buettner
Bob-A-LU Skate Center

i  Be a Part of History

The history of roller skatmg is fragile. Once 1t :
iis lost, it may never be regained. Help the i
: National Museum of Roller Skating preserve §
! the rich history of our sport by joining one of
: our special membership categories listed be-

low Future roller skaters will thank you.

! Contributors of $15 or more become Honorary
: Members of the Museum and receive a Mu-

£ seum membership pin, official identification

card the newsletter, and free admission when-

: ever they visit the Museum.
0 Check or money O PN - 1
: order enclosed pay- O PATCH

: able to the National O Individual - $15
g/lkgiieum of Roller O] Eamily =§15-

. Hng. ~ O Donor - $50

‘[ Paid by VISA. O Associate Patron -

: $100

I Patron - $250

O Benefactor - $500 or
miore

[0 Paid by Master-
Card.

Card Numbér

: Signeiture

Exp Date

Please charge my card for 12 monthly pay-:
: ments of $ each (min. of $10 per :
: month) i

: Name
: Address-

C1ty/ State/Zip

* Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skatmg
4730 South St.
P.O. Box 6579
Lincoln, NE 68506

E Contributions are tax-deductible up to the
: amount permitted by law. '
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