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It's Raffle time!
Only a month away from the Museum’s annual rafﬂe
The drawing will be held May 8, at the RSA Presidential
Dinner in Reno, NV. Don’t miss this opportunity to win
_ big! $10,000 in prizes and $5000 goes to the grand prize

winner. You need not be present to win. The revenue}

from the raffle will be used to support the museum’s pro-
grams and activities. The raffle form is on page 6.

. The past couple of months have been busy ones. I
want to thank all the new members who have decided to
join and I would also like to thank all those you have re-
newed their support. Along with the numerous members
contributing, many have chosen to donate historical arti-

 facts to the museum, and I thank them too. Please check
page 7 for the membership listing and page 6 for recent
donations.-

For those of you that will be adventuring to Lincoln
this summer for either the Regional or National competi-
tions, you will pleased to know that the museum will be

~ open on both Saturdays and Sundays. Museum hours have

not been established, but the museum will be available for|

your viewing pleasure.

‘This issue of the “OVERVIEW” features Vaudeville
skating. Over the past couple of years “aggressive skat-
ing” or “freestyle skating” have become a profession for
many young skaters today. Hopefully this article will shed
some light on the history of the “freestyle movement” that

~ has once again taken notice of today’s younger skaters.

I'would like to wish the best of luck to Scott Wilhite,
the former director of the museum. Scott is Manager of
Archives and Programs at the Western Folklife Center in

_Elko, NV. :

Finally, a bit of sad news from the roller skating
world. Al Kish, of Toledo, OH, the last remaining founder
of RSROA (Roller Skating Rink Operators Association
of America) has passed. Al was active in the operation of
roller rinks since 1924. He served on many committees
and was a significant member of the roller skating com-
munity. He will be missed.

Thanks for your continued support. En_|oy the news-
Jetter! :

Mic’zdel Zaidman °

Director & Curator

Photo of Al Kish, RSROA founder.
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P.O. Box 6579, Lincoln, NE 68506




VAUDEVILLE SKATING

(Today s" Aggressnve Skating”)

\

Many of today’s skaters are performing on ramps, half'—pipes or on railings to showcase their talents
similar to the vaudeville skaters of the past who performed a vast array of stunts and maneuvers.

Here is a look back at “Vaudeville Skatmg ” by Fred Carpenter from the 1952 Annual Roller Skatm!
- Almanac. ‘ : i J

Vaudeville Skating in the past several years has been almost strictly confined to spinning and lifting acts, many
of which have been most suécg:ssful, even though most of these acts have very similar routines. The fact that
this type of act can work on a very small space necessitating the carrying of small and compact skating mats,
or platforms, is no doubt one of the reasons why so many skaters have gone in for this type of act. These -
same acts of course are very adaptable for showing in night clubs; theater stages; and in fact most any place -
where performers are confined to very limited space. There is no denying that due to the space factor this 3

_type of act is more likely to fill many engagements outside of the theater. Transportation is also a big factor
“since a small skating mat, or platform, can be carried, and loaded in the compact space ofa statlon wagon,
or small trailer.

For the 'past several years there has been an absence of free stylist type of skating acts, and it is upon this
subject that I hope I may be of some service to the young competitive skaters who may have in mind the

.~ Jeanette LaBenth and her girl "swingers professzonal skatmg act, circa, 1930- 5
. o . (Gift. of Richard McLauchlen).




taking up of show skating, professionally.

Itis my belief that Vaudeville-Fairs-Circuses-as well as several of the skating rinks offer a wide range, for
engagements to well staged freestyle skating acts. :

 One crop of young competitive roller skating free-stylist
champions certainly have reached the attainment of skating
ability that presents a beautiful sight, as well as bordering
- _on the sensational, thereby fumishmg the requirements =
needed to hold audience interest. ~ J
To the young skaters intent on becoming show skaters, they
must first learn to execute their routines in the smallest space
possible with the utmost speed and continuity-in arranging
the routine, the aim should be to put together such foot-—
work, spins and jumps that have the most appeal to the
audience, the aim is to keep audience interest high right :
from the start to finish. . g
: The music should be lively, especially during all free style
skating nurnbers If dances are included in the routine, they
~too should be lively and include’ qu1ck footwork. Keep
- your audience inareceptive mood, don’thave any lagging
Rose Kress and a male partner, professional skaters, momems If you do include dances in your act, you may
~ circa 1919 (Gift of Rose L. Martin). ; have to'devise or invent such dances for stage purposes, as
e you have a limited danc1ng Surface: . =

o
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Costurmng,should conform to the type of routine, and wherever poss1b1e there should be one or more changes

during each performance You have a ch01ce of sportswear, fancy and elaborate costumes or evening wear
The inclusion of a comedy skater or a team of comedy skaters either male or femal\e is another important
feature which should not be overlooked. There is also the factor of using novelty and trick skating-using stilts,
umcycle skates, in fact any contraption that may be dev1sed and attached to the feet, and will roll. L
The possibilities of skating acts, of the typel write of, has a practically unlirnited choice, as to the make-up of
routines, such as the free. stylists withas many combinations of steps; footwork jumps, novelties, trick and
ccomedy. Itis such that no two acts in this category of skating should bear too much resemblance, each act can
be adistinctact  apart from any other—Always keep originality in mind when constructing and laying out routine
andideas. - : e /

S g \ ‘ >
" The present crop of young skaters of top-flight is such/that several acts can be produced, teams, trios, fours
- and other combinations bes1des free style skating. : \

i

“To those skaters planning on the adventure of becoming Vaudev1lle or show skaters my adv1ce is to first map out

aplan, using whatever category and combination of those already mentioned, and keep rehearsing until such
time as you beheve you have attained a fast mov1ng and as near perfect act as possible. ¢

oy




~ Since free style skaters are regularly attached to some rink I have no doubt that your rink operator would be
‘happy to cooperate with skaters embarking on the adventure of becoming show skaters, and granting them
the use of the rink for rehearsal purposes. A small space should be marked off, let us say anarea of 20 x 20
feet, as the actsare in progress it is well to bear in mind that the cutting down of the area I'mention is important
as this will save on the size of skatlng mats to be carrled on the road.

Acts at first should have showin;gs and try-outs at local and nearby‘ theaters for comments and audience
reaction, and this Will guide the act to make changes if any are required before‘taking to the road.

The next step in getting estabhshed is havmg the act seen by booking agents. Once the agents and theater
managers pronounce the act has merit, the act will soon be on the road to success

MAILE BAG

-\

~ The museum recently received some stu-
dent poems and drawings about roller skat-
ing. Over the past three months the museum
has had twelve school/ group tours visit. Here
are some of their interpretations of roller skat-
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DONATIONS

RAFELE

There have many donations made to the museum
over the past few months. Highlighted here are

some of those items. Thank you to all who have

aided the museum in strengthening the collection.

Dee Bonewicz donated several skating outfits
belonging to Penny Schaffner who competed in
_ the mid 1960's. Below is a yellow sequin oulfit.

V-Line Skate from the V—Line Skate
" G0

_ Other donors include: Joel Lau, CW Lowe, John
. Chrien, Marcia DeSarro-Witt, Alison & Tammy
Gretsuk, Scott.Kleiman, Nicholas Viscuso, Tho-

mas Zukas, David Bickel, Nadine E. Pokorny-Meis,

Magdalen & Stanley Brekne, Chester Fried, John
J. Petell, and Peggy Young.

Donations from various individuals have helped o fund
the museum, but these are not enough. The annual
museum raffle was created to provide a major source
of funding for the museum's activities. We hold the
raffle at our national convention every year. Tickets
are sold in advance and at the convention. These
tickets are sold to members, rink operators, coaches,
athletes, family, and friends.

“ The National Museum of Roller Skating pr0v1des an

invaluable service to all by preserving and documentmg
our history for future generations and our generation
toenjoy. \

[ RAFFLE TICKET §

$10,000 in prizes will be drawn during the con-

vention. The grand prize of $5000 will go to some

| lucky individual. You need not be present to win.

| YES! I would like to order a 1996 raffle ticket:

Send me tickets @ $50 each
Total $. -« - ~

ddress

City/State/Zip Code_

Phone Number

Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skatmg
- 4730 South Street
- P.O. Box 6579
Lincoln, NE 68506

PatRON MEMORIAL PLAQUE

Remember that the Patron Memorial Plaque still has
spaces available for individuals who have made con-
tributions to our roller skating heritage. This could
include everyone from rink owners to athletes. A one-
time fee of $250 will place a person's name on the
memorial which is permanently displayed at the Na-
tional Museum of Roller Skating. ;




MEMBERSHIP

The National Museum of Roller Skating would like to thank
these members who have recently contributed to the ongo-
ing success of the museum through their continued sup-
port.

Benefactor: =

‘Bert & Lynn Anselmi

Patrons: ~ -

Sure-Grip, Harry Ball -

Lenora & Rick Carson/Sect. 4, Heartland

Charlotte Groves

Sue & Ted Renfrey

Associate Patrons:

Janina Bacich

Scott, Kathy, & Lindsay Kleiman

William Sahly/Roller Garden

Jane & Wayne Wojnarowsky

Donors:

Robert Braun

Greg Crow, Rollercade

Joseph Caruso, Parkway Skating Center

Jim & Ruth Di Giacobbe, Cortland Skateland, Inc
Marjorie Dykeman

Arthur L. "Budd" Eversman, Jr., Skate America R.S.Center
Paul Hakim, Skate World of Troy

Nadine Pokorny-Meis
Parkway Skating Center
R.C. Sports, Inc.

Roller Dome Skating Rink
William Schneider
Skaters World Roller Rink
Gerald Zaidman
Individual/Family:
Nicholas Viscuso

Carol Hutchinson

Robert A. Raymond, Sr.
Paul Thomas

Ernest St. Germain

Stanley & Magdalen Brekne '
Tim Mitchell

Diane/Hobby Maybury
Florence Schuneman
Wendell B. O'Neal, SR.

David Owen Wilbur Petterson
Betty M. Crouther - Pam Warner :
Betty Gray " Sr. Catherine Deubel, RSHM

Frank Magrino
Caroline Mirelli
Victor Schmidt
Lawrence Lavieri
David Merritt
Nancy Moore
Gerald Grunska
Irene Taylor

Nicholas Rozzi, Logan R.R.

Doug Baughton, Skatin' Place
~ Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bolton -

Floyd & Frances Allen

Ashley & Laura Beck

Katelyn Giovanmucci

Susan Raehn

Jack Walker

’'Roger Pout Bernadette Williams
Steve Yurick Pat Prozzillo, Warrington S.R.
James Strauder & Lisa Anderson -~ -~

BE A PART OF HISTORY 1

The history of roller skating is fragile. Once it is lost, itI
may never be regained. Help the National Museum of Roller Skat-I
ing preserve our rich history by joining one of our special member-
ship categories. Future roller skaters will thank you.

Contributors of $25 or more become Honorary Members|
of the museum and receive a subscription to the Historical Roller
Skating OVERVIEW,10% off in the museum store, and a museum; -
membership card.

Membershlp Categorles

: O ‘New O Renew
O Individual/Family $25
/ 0 Donor 7 $50
O Associate Patron $100
O Patron $250
’ [] Benefactor $500
Nai!;e .......................
Address

City/State/Zip Code

Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skating
P.O. Box 6579
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

Contributions are tax-deductible up to the amount
permitted by law.

Method of payment

Check enclosed payable to the National

- Museum of Roller Skating
O visa
‘Exp. date:__
0  MasterCard
Card #:
Authorized Signature
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Lincoln, Nebraska 68506-0579

through candles placed on the floor (Gift of

3

ing

r. Armand Champa)

ing skat

": /
85
.N :
~
>
©“
& U

~NON-PROFIT
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

J 'PAID

LINCOLN, NE

Permit No. 545

U
A N
0O
>
-
e
Gl
N
/|
W et
)
J;

/
& 5
/-
> N
7 <
1 y
B )
X
3\ 2ok
&\
&
= @
=
— N
’: L
‘\\ & o
/ - NS
(\' /,/)
/ { Z ;
N )
i 3 ¥ A
b/ =

:
{
=
%)
i
)
)




