
 

 
 

 
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska.  It is the only 
dedicated roller skating museum in the world.  We are committed to the preservation of the history of roller skating.  With 
over 50 display cases, the museum educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which dates back to the first 
patented skate from 1819. 

 
Museum Hours of Operation:  Open 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday-Friday - closed Holidays.  Group tours can be 
scheduled by calling 402) 483-7551, ext. 16 

 
Roller Skating Rink Operators Association (RSROA) – In the 
Beginning – RSROA founder and Secretary/Treasurer wrote “In 1937 roller 
skating in America was considered by a majority of the population as a 
disreputable sport and rinks were not well attended and few parents would 
allow their children to visit such places of amusement.”  In our last few 
Museum newsletters we have provided the back-story on some of the 
founding fathers of the RSROA, formed in 1937 by 17 rink owners to 
promote roller skating business and sport in America.  
 
We have found an early skating history on William H. Carpenter in a book 
authorized by the Western Skating Association in 1916, “Skaters History on 
Ice and Roller Skating”.  With the information in print, it is an easy 
assumption that this is the same William H. Carpenter who helped to found 
the RSROA.   
 

William H. Carpenter 
Known as “Billy” and Born in Lowell, Mass., 1891 

 
Acknowledged by press and public the greatest exponent of fancy, figure and 
scientific skating.  Billy learned to skate on ice as a mere youngster and became 
quite an expert at the age of 12.  At this period roller skating became a craze and he 
turned to the rollers.  His first position was as skate boy. His skating attracted the 
attention of Prof. H.T. Frennette, one of Canada’s greatest skaters, and under his 
instructions rapidly became the peer of the East.  Fall of 1907 he toured the Eastern 
rinks with much success and was booked over the entire route the following season.  
Billy teamed with Jack Reilly of Providence in 1909 and they were known as 
Carpenter & Reilly, the “Yankee Clowns.”  In 1910 they produced a new act, 
introducing acrobatic skating and played vaudeville.  In 1911 Reilly quit and Billy took 
the management of Elm rink in New Bedford, Mass.  January, 1912, he was again 
playing rinks until Fred Muree of the Select rink, Augusta, Maine, secured him to 
manage his rink.  October of same year he took the management of Rollerway rink, 
Farmington Maine.  He promoted and operated rinks with successuntil again taking 
up skating in 1915.  November, 1915, he booked for 20 weeks with the Helen Carlos 
Trio.  April, 1916, he took the management of the De Luxe summer rink at Riverside 
Park, Springfield, Mass.  He is open to meet any skater who doubts his right to the 
title of Champion figure, fancy and scientific skater of the world. 
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RSROA Founding Fathers 
 

Frank Bacon, Philadelphia, PA 
Victor Brown, Newark, NJ 

William H. Carpenter, Providence, RI 
Alfred M. Dexter, Niagara Falls, NY 

Robert Fisher, Traverse City, MI 
Donald Groesser, Traverse City, MI 

Harold F. Jennison, Bay City, MI 
Alfred W. Kish, Toledo, OH 

Charles McCormack, Chicago, IL 
Jules Mahl, Chicago, IL 

Fred A. Martin, Detroit, MI 
Rodney R. Peters, St. Louis, MO 

Jonathon Riggle, Pontiac, MI 
William F. Sefferino, Cincinnati, OH 

Jack Shuman, Huron, OH 
Earl Van Horn, Mineola, NY 

Earl J. Von Hagen, Columbus, OH 

 

 

http://twitter.com/


Continuing on with the Impressive Rink 
Operations of the Arena Gardens, Detroit, 
Michigan.  A few pages from the 1939-1940 
yearbook of the Arena Garden’s Roller 
Skating Club of Detroit, provides insight into 
its professional staff, skating clubs, building 
features, organist, and even its refreshment 
counter.  I hope you find them enjoyable. 
 

 
 
 
The Arena Gardens quickly attained a legendary status after it opened in 1935.  While admired for being one of 
the largest rinks in the country, the Arena Gardens also gained fame for its management, embodied by general 
manager Fred Martin, one of the vanguard rink operators who worked to clean up the image of roller rinks. 
From 1935 until it closed in 1953, the Arena Gardens captured the loyalty of both the people of Detroit and of 
the thousands of Americans who visited.  This celebrated roller rink was completely designed and organized 
around providing roller skaters with a wholesome and enjoyable experience.  
 

During the early 1930s, Adam Weissmuller, a former wrestler and sports 
enthusiast, invested heavily in an abandoned ice hockey rink.  Following an 
accident that forced him to retire from wrestling, Weissmuller turned to sports 
promotion and acquired the abandoned ice hockey rink in the early 1930s to hold 
wrestling meets.  Cluttered with old benches and refuse, Weissmuller cleaned 
and restored the building to turn it into a profitable wrestling center.  His careful, 
imaginative promoting proved lucrative, and he quickly expanded the Arena 
Gardens to include other sports as well, renting the building to boxing promoters. 

Not content with spectator sports and wanting to keep the building open 
throughout the week as well as tap into the popularity of roller skating, 
Weissmuller visualized using the large Arena Gardens as a roller rink.  

Weissmuller called upon the general manager of Chicago’s popular White City Rink, Fred Martin, for 
advice on establishing his building as a roller rink.  Martin recalled meeting with Weissmuller at 
Trafton’s Restaurant in Detroit, and “over a good bowl of pea soup,” they negotiated a transaction that, 
according to Martin, resulted in “one of the foremost, finest, largest and most modem rinks in the United 
States.”  The letter that follows refers to the meeting between Fred Martin and Adam Weissmuller. 
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                             Featured Sport Photo 
                      East Market Street Gardens 
                     Amateur & Professional Skaters 
                     Akron, Ohio - February 4, 1920 

 
Thank you to the following:   

 New and Renewing Members:  Robert & Dianne Braun, Everett Skate Deck, Edwina & Roger Hansen, Bill & 

Tanya Hoefler, Dustin Roux 

 Memorial Tributes-From Judith Link, Young's Skating Center, in memory of Glenn Ramsey, Sr. 

 Donations - Roseanne Carter, Harry Walker  
 

Benefactor Museum Members ($500+) 

Dan & Kim Brown   Flint  MI 

Wendy Browne   Las Vegas NV 
Dominic Cangelosi  Glendale CA 
Charlene Conway   Lakeville  MA 
Dennis Ellmaurer   Fox Point WI 
Bud & Shirley Engle  Cleveland OH 
Judy T. Graves   Friedheim MO 
Trace Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Jim & Sharon McMahon  Danville   IL 
Linda Miner   Donora  PA 
Roller Skating Association  Indianapolis IN 
USA Roller Sports  Lincoln  NE 
Connie Wahlig   Hockessin DE 
 
Patron ($250) 
Annelle & Bob Anderson  Fort Worth TX 
Bob Babcock   Ray Township MI 
Alan & Judy Bacon  Richland  WA 
LR Brown   Old Hickory TN 
Crazy Skates   San Diego CA 
Joe and Betty Ann Danna  Lakewood R. FL 
Gary Englund   Burlington WA 
Brian Gamsby   Sarasota FL 
Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman Marietta  GA 
Tina Robertson   Topeka  KS 
Harry & Lori Walker  Ft. Worth TX 
 
 

Associate Patron ($100) 
Judy Baron-Fultz   Evanston IL 
Edwina & Roger Hansen  Cologne  NJ 
Hansen's Holiday Skate Center Elkhart   IN 
Hansen's Eastlake Skate Center Warsaw  IN 
Hansen-Smith's Easley Skate Ctr Easley  SC 
Steve Hinkle   Voorhees NJ 
Bill & Tanya Hoefler  Hadley  MA 
Melanie Holt   Houston  TX 
Michael & Pat Jacques  Granite Bay CA 
Linda Katz/Rinksider  Columbus OH 
Cecelia Kelley   Bloomfield Hills MI 
Bob and Irene LaBriola  Fountain Valley CA 
Nellie & Rob Lillie   New York NY 
Ralph Marinelli   Ventnor   NJ 
Nadine Meis   Sun City  AZ 
John Miller   Greencastle PA 
Beth Wahlig Nolan  Newark  DE 
Anne Pals   St. Charles MO 
George & Suzanne Pickard Lincoln  NE 
Anthony Profaci   Keyport  NJ 
Glenn Ramsey   Roanoke VA 
Tina Robertson   Topeka  KS 
RSA Section 2   Bakersfield CA 
RSA Section1   Centralia WA 
Bill Sahly   St. Louis Park MN 
Cort  Wahlig   Newark  DE 
Marie Walker   Wellsville KS 
Kim Wall    Fort Wayne IN 

 

 
As Members of the National 

Museum of Roller Skating, your 
Support is Essential. Thank you 
for enabling the preservation of 

the rich history of the sport, 
business and recreation of roller 

skating. 
 

Museum Board of Trustees 
Annelle Anderson - President, Fort Worth, 

TX 
Kim Wall - Vice President, Fort Wayne, IN 
George Pickard -Treasurer, Lincoln, NE 

Dianne Braun, Holotes, TX 
Chester Fried, South River, NJ 

Nellie Anderson Lillie, New York, NY 
Howard "Bud" Engle, Cleveland, OH 

Ed Hughes, Liberty, MO 
Judith Young Link, Mays Landing, NJ 

Dominic Cangelosi, Glendale, CA 
Allan Bacon, Richland, WA 

Michael Jacques, Roseville, CA 
Linda Miner, Donora, PA 

William Hoefler, Hadley MA 
Randy Ray, Centralia, WA 

Charlene Conway, Lakeville, MA 

 

 



Donor ($50) 
Buggy Allmond   Harrisonburg VA 
Robert & Diane Braun  Helotes  TX 
Enid Busser   Long Beach CA 
Everett Skate Deck  Bothell   WA 
Heather Doyle   Cordova  TN 
Dawn Gonzales   Loomis  CA 
Jim Hafner   Brenham TX 
Jordan Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Delaney Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Ella Hansen   Warsaw  IN 
Ted Hansford   St. Petersburg FL 
Brian Heersink   Livonia  MI 
Bob & Jeanne Housholder  Champaign IL 
Janet Jordan   Voorhees NJ 
Renee Kitts   Lewis Center OH 
Lynden Skateway   Lynden  WA 
Mary Lock   Reading  MA 
Dorothy McDonald  Independence MO 
John Miller   Greencastle PA 
National Skate Distributors  Tacoma  WA 
Janet Pavilonis   Lake Worth FL 
Dennis Pickard   Liberty  MO 
Donna Rhodes   Newton  NC 
Roux, Dustin   McMurray,  PA 
William Schneider  Johnstown PA 
Sigrid Semien   Lufkin  TX 
Michael Sheedy   Lynnwood WA 
James & Faye Shoemake  Hendersonville TN 
Sin City Skates   San Diego CA 
Skagit Skate   Burlington WA 
Skate World West  Billings  MT 
Bill & Marian Spooner  Battle Ground WA 
Alfred Taglang   Riverview FL 
Jim Turner   Milwaukee  WI 
Joseph Wagner   Algonquin IL 
 
Individual/Family ($35) 
Phyllis Bennett   North Dartmouth MA 
Jose Bordas   Miami  FL 
Marion Cherubini   Marshfield MA 
Stephanie Creswell  Elkton  MD 
Peter Dolan   Texas City TX 
 

 
Carey Elder   Marlton  NJ 
Chrissy Ellis   Douglasville GA 
Sue Filo    Stuart  FL 
Jeri and John Fahrni  Deadwood SD 
Fleming Family   Northridge CA 
Doug & Christy Foual  Baton Rouge LA 
Cynthia Gates   Newmarket NH 
Susan Geary   Surprise  AZ 
Sylvia Haffke   Covington GA 
Mary Hayes   Northbrook IL 
Charlotte Heath   El Dorado Hills CA 
Ed & Mary Ellen Hughes  Liberty  MO 
Tom Hughes   Anchorage AK 
Robert & Jacqueline Kane  Houston  TX 
Elizabeth Korjenek  Albuquerque NM 
Tim Laskey   Colusa  CA 
Gloria Manning   Miami  FL 
Catherine Moberly  Renton  WA 
James Moulton   Portland  OR 
Louise Neal   Saylorsburg PA 
Michael Nelson   Santa Rosa CA 
Elizabeth Novak   Waterford MI 
Edie Plimpton Fleeman  Durham  NC 
Pattison’s West   Federal Way WA 
Janet Pavilonis   Lake Worth FL 
Steve and Gloria Poulsen  Basking Ridge NJ 
Wayne Ramsey   Mableton GA 
Amy Readshaw   Coraopolis PA 
Marilyn Roberts   New York NY 
Victor Rodriguez   Voorhees  NJ 
Jon Roux   McMurray PA 
RSA Section 5   San Antonio TX 
Gail Rushing   Dallas  TX 
Tom Russo   Myrtle Beach SC 
Lori Schade Shelly  Coopersburg PA 
Erika Schaefer   Lincoln  NE 
Dave Schafer   Midland  MI 
Ellie Shattuck   San Francisco CA 
Richard Sholes   Cranston RI 
Jerry & Barbara Shores  St. Joseph MO 
Kathy Tini   Douglassville PA 
Judith Young Link   Mays Landing NJ 
Katie Znamenacek  Oak View CA

  
 
 

 


